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MEETING NOTICE 

Due to the Covid-19 

outbreak the NCMSS is 

currently exploring online 

methods of holding our 

next meeting.  

 

Check your e-mail inbox 

for details soon! 
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THE  D ISPATCH  

Greetings Team NCMSS!  

Trust you all are staying 

healthy! The month of March 

flew by and it was an interest-

ing one to say the least. I 

was reviewing my calen-

dar recently and realized that 

we are just over five months 

until our 59th Annual show, 

time to step up the planning a 

bit! More thoughts on that in 

the next Dispatch. With all the 

other shows being cancelled 

due to COVID-19 our show 

may be the first one up if the 

social distancing restrictions 

are lifted and we get a handle 

on this virus. Could be anoth-

er epic show!  

A shout out to Dave and 

Darci for their continued sup-

port to the club and Nick 

Strocchia for making our 

Zoom virtual meeting hap-

pen this month. As many of 

you know, clubs in the hobby 

are setting up virtual meet-

ings on social media of vari-

ous kinds in order to stay in 

touch. We are going to do the 

same. Nick took the initiative 

and set up a Zoom account 

and a meeting, which will 

be Wednesday, April 22 at 

7pm. Dave has shared infor-

mational links via email, if any 

of you have questions feel 

free to give Dave, Nick, or me 

a call. Looking forward to 

seeing all those who can 

make it. 

Take advantage of the 

time at home to work a few 

projects, I might actually get 

something off the bench 

soon! I look forward to seeing 

all of your great work, virtually 

at least for the near term. 

Wishing you all great 

health and happy painting! 

Paint on! 

Burt 

COMMANDER ’S  CALL  

ED I TOR ’S  CO R N ER  
Welcome to the “Stay at 

Home” edition of the NCMSS 

Dispatch Newsletter. I hope 

all are doing well and staying 

busy. With the COVID-19 situ-

ation we’re looking for 

“virtual” ways of staying en-

gaged with our friends and 

fellow NCMSS club members. 

For April’s Parade 

Ground we’re asking for pho-

tos and a write-up of your 

latest projects. You can e-mail 

me or post directly to our 

club’s Facebook page. So far 

the response has been great, 

and I am getting plenty of 

material for the next issue. 

The Parade Ground at our last 

in-person meeting will be 

tough to beat, however. 

We’ve been receiving 

some great articles from our 

members and we always ap-

preciate your suggestions for 

topics. We’re also looking for 

your favorite hobby tip or two. 

With your help we can expand 

that feature in the newsletter. 

Your contributions help make 

YOUR publication better. 

I’ve received a number of 

e-mail requests regarding 

searching for, buying, trading, 

and selling kits. Since we 

won’t be holding our quarterly 

swap meets in the near fu-

ture, I’ve added a “Swap Meet 

page” to the newsletter. Look-

ing for that hard to find kit? 

Needing advice on where to 

get that special material? 

Hoping to find a new home for 

some of your gray army? Send 

us your contact information 

along with what you want to 

buy or sell and we will add it 

to the page. 

The Hobby Calendar 

2020 page has been updated 

to reflect cancellations and 

new dates for upcoming 

shows. Please let us know of 

any we have missed. Also, 

please be sure to check out 

the Events and Places col-

umn. We’ve highlighted two 

fun online places which are 

hosted by NCMSS members.  

We’ve also added information 

regarding the upcoming Red 

Lancer figure auction. If you 

find interesting or useful hob-

by/history related websites, 

let us know and we’ll include 

them in the April issue.  

Finally, we want to salute 

those, including our mem-

bers, who are still out there 

working hard to keep our 

country moving, healthy, and 

safe. 

 

Thank you! 

David Hoffman 
Dispatch Editor/NCMSS Adjutant 

https://www.facebook.com/NCMSSclub.org
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MEETING MINUTES 

February 26, 2020 

Call to Order  

[19:35] 

Adjutant David Hoffman be-

gan the meeting until arrival 

of Cmdr. Thompson.  

Old / New Business 

[19:35-19:40] 

1.) Note: Since this meeting 

we learned the club shirt sup-

plier arranged by Mike Fleck-

enstein is no longer taking 

orders. We’re looking for a 

new supplier for club shirts.  

2.) Joe Bles will be chairing 

the figure judging at the Rich-

mond Old Dominion Open 

show and hoping that mem-

bers could assist in categories 

that they are not entered. 

3.) September Show busi-

ness: Contract with Hilton 

being finalized, will be same 

rate as last year. New Show 

Poster copies provided along 

with club business cards. 

Poster is available for printing 

on the club website. 

Parade Ground 

[19:50-20:20] 

Parade Ground. Participants 

included Zach Becker, Jim 

Richey, David Hoffman, Mike 

Dutcher, Bob Huettner, Bob 

Prokop, Tom Jett, Greg Paspa-

tis, Joe Bles, and Scotte 

Turner. Bob Prokop garnered 

Mug of the Month with his 

“Baby Yoda” 

Discussion (Old/New Busi-

ness continued) 

[20:20-21:00] 

4.) Show contract finalized for 

Hilton venue, $1,000 deposit 

going out (same terms and 

price as last year).  Thanks 

Darci!   

5.) Grant Berry gave vendor 

suggestions and volunteered 

to take over again as vending 

chairman. We also discussed 

better lighting for display ar-

ea. We’ll be getting commit-

ments for Judging team mem-

bers. Burt will be ordering 

new gold medals. Need to get 

judging categories and vendor 

info on website. Darci will 

provide budget recap for next 

meeting. Discussed hosting a  

seminar at the show or possi-

bly the evening before. Raffle 

donations, including complet-

ed figures from Long Island 

club possible. Discussed 

providing food and a hospitali-

ty suite (Burt may take lead). 

Team will have an early con-

ference call to finalize rolls/

team members, followed by 

status update calls as show 

date gets closer. 

 

Presentation 

[2100– 2130] 

David Hoffman presented a 

Powerpoint slideshow with 

highlights from the Atlanta 

Show. 

Conclusion  

[21:40]Meeting adjourned. 

Attendees 

Greg Paspatis, Tom Jett, Jim 

Richey, Mike Donohue, Norb 

Lustine, Scotte Turner, Joe 

Bles, Tim Stormer, Bob Huett-

ner, Grant Berry, Zach Beck-

er, Bob Prokop, Michael 

Dutcher, Burt Thompson, 

Warren Yaun, Darla Jaun, 

David Hoffman, Darci Hoff-

man. 

  

Submitted by David Hoffman, 

NCMSS Adjutant 

<bpchasseur@comcast.net > 

CLUB NEWS 

We  Appre c i ate  

Y our  Suppo rt !  

It’s that time of year again to renew your 

NCMSS Club membership. These dues help make 

what we do possible. Your dues pay for club activi-

ties, state fees, yearly insurance costs, printing & 

mailing expenses, maintenance of our website, 

sponsorships of awards at figure competitions, pro-

moting and executing our own yearly show, funding 

special projects, and overall promotion of our be-

loved hobby.  

We can’t do any of these things without your 

continued support! Renew or join by using the form 

in The Dispatch or use PayPal on our club’s website.  

Thank you for helping to keep our club march-

ing ahead into the future! 

 

Darci Hoffman 

NCMSS Paymaster 

Baby Yoda 

by Robert Prokop 

February’s Parade Ground was one 

of the largest we’ve had in a while 

with lots of great displays. While all 

of the work was exceptional, only 

one piece used magnets to levi-

tate. Congratulations to Bob on his 

feat of physics and engineering. 

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://www.ncmssclub.org/membership
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The National Capital 
Model Soldier Society 

  

Member benefits include: 

 Friendly monthly meetings where we 

share our knowledge of history, 

painting, and modeling 

 Monthly guest speakers 

 Painter’s Club—An opportunity to get 

together with other painters to share 

tips and techniques 

 Monthly Dispatch newsletter 

 The NCMSS Washington Show  

 Affordable dues 
 

What are you waiting for? 

Welcome to the club! Listening to Paint Dry 

with Mike and Dan 

Podcast 

Playing now on a device 

near you. NCMSS member 

Mike Dutcher is not only an 

accomplished painter. He’s 

the producer, director, editor, 

sound tech, interviewer, and 

host of his own modeling pod-

cast!  Fun & informative. Click 

the episode titles to listen. 

 

EPISODE 1:  Better, Braver, 

Happier 

This week we discuss the 

show's motto of becoming a 

Better, Braver, and Happier 

Painter. We'll talk about some 

new things going on in the 

world of miniature painting 

and we have an excellent 

interview with a wonderful 

artist, excellent teacher, and 

all around amazing person 

Shoshie Bauer of Shoshie's 

Magnificent Minis. Follow her 

on Facebook at Shoshie's 

Magnificent Minis, or on Insta-

gram and Twitch at Shosies-

minis. 

 

MINI EPISODE 1:  Review of 

L'esclave Blanche by Golem 

Miniatures 

In our first unsolicited 

review we take a look at an 

80mm resin model from Go-

lem Miniatures Les Muses 

line. If you're looking to be-

come a better, braver, and 

happier painter by practicing 

painting skin tones then this 

may be the model for you. You 

can find out more about the 

model at their website: 

Golem-Miniatures.com  

We'll be back next week 

with another full episode. 

EVENTS  AND  PLACES  

Since most of us won’t be going any-

where for a while, we thought you 

might enjoy visiting the online realms 

of two talented NCMSS artists.  

 

Enjoy! 

MachoModelz 
        MachoModelz is a 

site dedicated to 

“creating bits of plastic 

and paint.” NCMSS 

member Nick Stroc-

chia is a master mod-

eler who specializes in 

building top quality Gundam 

works of art. Nick’s Macho 

Modelz Youtube has some 

great modeling “How to” vide-

os. To check out The Perfect 

Primer!, Nick’s most popular 

video with 9,428 views, click 

the link below.  

 

The Perfect Primer! 

“I did it. I cracked the code 

and found the perfect primer 

formula! As it turns out, Mr. 

Surfacer 1500 cut with Mr. 

Color Leveling Thinner is all I 

needed and it doesn't hurt 

that it comes in white, black, 

and grey!”  

MG (1/100) Gundam Astray Blue Frame D  

https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/listening-to-paint-dry-with-mike-and-dan/e/66933926
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/listening-to-paint-dry-with-mike-and-dan/e/66933926
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/listening-to-paint-dry-with-mike-and-dan/e/67089541
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/listening-to-paint-dry-with-mike-and-dan/e/67089541
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/listening-to-paint-dry-with-mike-and-dan/e/67089541
https://golem-miniatures.com/en/home/47-l-esclave-blanche.html
https://linktr.ee/MachoModelz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kb9Tc2aGqqs
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HO BBY  CAL ENDA R  2020 

If you know of any upcoming events that you would like people to know about, please contact Adjutant David Hoffman 

at bpchasseur@comcast.net and we’ll add the date to our calendar. 

APR  Apr 4 —  MosquitoCon 29 New Jersey IPMS, Wayne, NJ - POSTPONED until Aug 22 

 Apr 18-19 — MFCA 79th Annual Show Trevose, PA   *CANCELLED 

 Apr 18 — NoVa IPMS Modelers Model Classic 2020 Fairfax, VA   *CANCELLED 

MAY  May 1-2 — NorEastCon49 IPMS, Latham, NY  --  POSTPONED until Oct 2-3 

 May 2-3 — Great Scale Model Train & RR Collectors Show Timonium, MD *CANCELLED 

 May 7-9 — AMPS 2020 Intl. Convention Camp Hill, PA  -  POSTPONED until Sept 24-26 

 May 9 — The Mid-Atlantic NNL Model Car Show MAMA, *CANCELLED 

 May 16-17 — Maritime Model Expo Washington Ship Model Society, St. Michaels, MD 

 May 30-31 — WonderFest 2020 Louisville, KY -  POSTPONED until Oct 24-25 

JUN  Jun 6 — MarauderCon2020 IPMS Balt/Wash, MD --  POSTPONED until Oct 3 

 Jun 12-13 — StellaCon 2020 Michigan Toy Soldier Co., Royal Oak, MI 

 Jun 13 — ScottCon 2020 IPMS Gen. Robert L Scott, Robins AFB, GA  

JUL  Jul 3-5 — World Model Expo 2020 Veldhoven, The Netherlands *CANCELLED 

 Jul 8-12 — HMGS Historicon National War Gaming Show Lancaster, PA 

 Jul 29-Aug 1 — IPMS National Convention San Marcos, TX 

AUG  Aug 4-6 — HobbyTown National Convention 2020 Lincoln, NE 

 Aug 22 —  MosquitoCon 29 New Jersey IPMS, Wayne, NJ   *NEW DATE 

SEPT  Sept 2-6 — NOVA Open 2020 Tabletop Wargaming Convention, Crystal City, VA 

 Sept 11-13 — JerseyFest Model Kit & Statue Fair Newark, NJ 

 Sept 19-20 — Euro Miniature Expo 2020 Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, Kent, UK 

 Sept 24-26 — AMPS 2020 Intl. Convention Camp Hill, PA  -  * NEW DATE 

 Sept 26— NCMSS 59th Annual Washington Show Alexandria, VA 

OCT  Oct 2-3 — NorEastCon49 IPMS Niagara Frontier, Latham, NY  --  *NEW DATE 

 Oct 3 — MarauderCon2020 IPMS Baltimore/Washington, MD --  *NEW DATE 

 Oct 9-10 — MMSI Chicago Show Military Miniature Society of Illinois, Chicago, IL 

 Oct 24-25 -- Great Scale Model Train and Railroad Collectors Show Timonium, MD 

 Oct 24-25 — WonderFest 2020 Louisville, KY  *NEW DATE 

NOV  Nov 6-7 — 23rd International Paper Modelers Convention Sterling, VA 

 (TBD) Nov — LIMMS Long Island Miniature Collectors Society, Freeport, NY  

PUBLIC AUCTION  

Red Lancers Miniatures 
*Online Only* 

Friday, April 17, 2020 at 

10:00am EST 

Saturday, April 18, 2020 at 

10:00am EST 

Over 1,300 Lots in Two 

Sessions. Chuck Robinson 

was known throughout the 

miniature collector’s world 

both nationally and interna-

tionally. He traveled across 

the globe attending shows, 

buying and selling miniature 

figurines for 35+ years. Mr. 

Robinson received awards 

including An Award of Excel-

lence from The Miniature 

Figure Collectors of America 

in 1990 & 2000. Huge Inven-

tory of New-In-Box Military, 

Historical & Fantasy Miniature 

Figure Model Kits. 

To view the auction items 

and register, visit the Invalua-

ble.com website. 

EV E N T S  AND  PL AC ES  ( C o n t i n u e d … )  

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
http://njipms.org/?page_id=84
http://www.mfcashow.com/upcoming.html
https://www.novaipms.org/
http://www.fabresinworks.com/contest/
http://www.gsmts.com/newdatesplaces.html
http://amps-armor.org/SiteShows/ShowMain.aspx
http://www.mamasboyz.org/MidNNL.html
http://cbmm.org/events/annual-festivals-and-special-events/
https://wonderfest.com/
http://maraudercon.org/
http://www.michtoy.com/spip-3-0-5/?STELLACON-THE-10TH-ANNUAL-MICHTOY-HOBBY-EXTRAVAGANZA
https://ipmswr.org/scottcon
https://www.wme2020.com/
http://hmgs.site-ym.com/page/HconHome
http://www.nats2020.com/
https://www.hobbytownconvention.com/about
http://njipms.org/?page_id=84
http://www.novaopen.com/
http://jerseyfestfair.com/
https://www.eurominiatureexpo.co.uk/
http://amps-armor.org/SiteShows/ShowMain.aspx
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
http://www.fabresinworks.com/contest/
http://maraudercon.org/
http://www.military-miniature-society-of-illinois.com/2020-chicago-show
http://www.gsmts.com/newdatesplaces.html
https://wonderfest.com/
http://www.ipmc-info.org/
http://www.longislandmodelsoldiers.com/index.htm
https://www.wme2020.com/
http://hassingercourtney.com/april17182020.html
https://www.invaluable.com/auction-house/hassinger-courtney-auctioneering-jetkbuwpph
https://www.invaluable.com/auction-house/hassinger-courtney-auctioneering-jetkbuwpph
https://www.eurominiatureexpo.co.uk/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
http://www.military-miniature-society-of-illinois.com/
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February 2020 

 Parade Ground Participants 

 

Zach Becker, Jim Richey, 
David Hoffman, Mike Dutcher, 

Bob Huettner, Bob Prokop, 
Tom Jett, Greg Paspatis, 

Joe Bles, and Scotte Turner 
 

Photos by Jim Richey 

February “Mug-of-the-Month” 

WINNER 

“Baby Yoda” 

by Robert Prokop  

In commemoration of the 75th 

anniversary of the battle of Iwo Jima, 

Greg shared his vignette of 4 U.S. Ma-

rines on Iwo Jima.  They are Dragon 

1/35 scale figures painted in enamels 

that he said he painted about 15 years 

ago.  Greg is great at bringing in some-

thing always topical for the date.  He 

also sent an article to us regarding the 

occasion that is elsewhere in the 

newsletter.  The anniversary was also 

celebrated at the U.S. Marine Corps 

National Museum in Quantico.  

G R E G  P A S PAT I S  
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PARADE GROUND 

S C O T T E  T U R N E R  

Scotte brought in a vignette of 1948 Daytona 200 winner Floyd 

Emde with his Indian 648 Scout motorcycle, made by Swash in 1/35 

scale.  Scotte said he started this about a year ago and the motorcycle 

was an extremely complex build, almost like making a real one, with all 

the linkages, wiring etc. 

The figures were from his “junk box” and not sure where they are 

from, except the one in the fedora may be an old Price figure and the 

mechanic a tanker from Tamiya.  He re-sculpted the face on this one and 

the brim on the cap is from masking tape.  All were painted in acrylics.  

Very well done vignette with a nice composition of the figures! 

D AV I D  H O F F M A N  

David displayed a work in progress of 

the Pegaso 90mm Roman Decurion from 

the early second century A.D.  This is one he 

was looking forward to completing, as not 

only does he love the subject and mounted 

figures in general, but always enjoys painting 

a nice animal skin, in this case a leopard 

often seen on Napoleonic subjects as well.  

He used Gunze Sangyo Mr. Metal for the 

iron, and Vallejo metallics for the Bronze 

with oil staining and washes. 

The rest was painted in oils and is close 

to completion but still needs to decide on a 

good shield design that will be across his 

back.  As usual a very nice Pegaso kit sculpt-

ed by Viktor Konnov.   



7 

THE DISPATCH—OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER SOCIETY 

March 2020,  Vol .  59 ,  Issue 3  

PARADE GROUND 

B O B  H U E T T N E R  

Bob, real life cavalryman that he is, brought in his complet-

ed Pony Soldier kit of a U.S. Cavalryman from 1876 in 120mm. 

Bob noted that he won the figure from our show raffle last year 

and thought it was a great investment.  He said it was a very 

nice kit with good sculpting, with just a few fit issues on an arm 

and the waist.  Another challenge was the single point of con-

tact of the horse to the base, which he reinforced by drilling the 

leg out and inserting a wire rod.  He was happy that the kit was 

cast in resin, not metal! 

As he started assembling the kit he noticed everything was 

wrong in orientation, and realized that the subject was a “lefty”.  

He was controlling the horse with the right hand instead of left, 

opposite weapon placement, etc.  He gave us the impression it 

kind of messed up his head a little when completing it!  Painted 

in Acrylics, he used thin oil washes to pop out the detail. 

J O E  B L E S  

Joe shared with the group a stamp he had made at 

Staples with his personal contact information that he can 

put on the back of our NCMSS Club business cards in 

order to be used to promote the club and our show.  He 

paid about $20.00 and this is a great idea! 

Joe also brought in a new find of Fine Touch Water-

color pencils, which you can apply for detail such as 

shadows around the eyes and then blend the edges with 

a wet brush.  Many colors are available, and you can get 

a pack like his at Hobby Lobby or 70 for $50.00 at Com-

petition minis.  He also showed a nice compact pencil 

sharpener that you can get to get those needed fine 

points.  More great tools to use in the hobby.   
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PARADE GROUND 

J I M  R I C H E Y  

Jim had an Andrea figure called Angel in 54mm 

that he had for 15-20 years and had already complet-

ed.  Unfortunately his cat knocked it off the top of a 

bookcase and it shattered in pieces on the floor.  Jim 

decided to painstakingly put it all back together, strip 

the paint and paint it again.  Before it had eagle feath-

ers with browns and greys.  This time he went with 

white and enjoyed the process of repainting it in his 

usual acrylics. 

Jim mentioned that this figure is extremely deli-

cate and cast in metal.  His first try at gluing the wings 

failed as they 

drooped.  He obtained 

some newer epoxy 

and it finally worked, 

but doesn’t feel that it 

will travel well so was 

not taking it to the 

ODO show.  Certainly 

looks like an award 

winner though! 

T O M  J E T T  

Tom displayed a German Stormtrooper 

from WWI by Jon Smith Modellbau figures in 

120mm painted with Acrylics (Andrea/

Vallejo).  He used the Andrea German Field 

Grey paint set for the uniform and for the 

first time was happy with the result using 

acrylics for the flesh tones, in this case Jo 

Sonja’s acrylics. In the past he primarily used 

the “old school” Verlinden oil painting meth-

od for flesh.  Very nicely done! 

The trench scene was constructed using 

Green Styrofoam covered in Vallejo Textured 

Earth, which Tom found easy to manipulate, 

including making footprints in the mud.  The 

compound dried rock solid.  The inner parts 

of the trench were made using coffee stir-

rers.  Very nice and realistic setting for this 

fine piece. 
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PARADE GROUND 

M I K E  D U T C H E R  
Mike brought a cornucopia of nice figures to share with 

the group.  From Wyrd Miniatures he brought in a figure of 

John Henry (28mm) and used the line from the Johnny Cash 

Song, “Thirty Five Cents a Day for Driving Steel”. He needs to 

do some more details before finished. The Lovers is from 

Dark Sword in32mm and he did it last Christmas to com-

memorate his trip with his wife to Iceland.  The background 

he said was the result of many hours watching Bob Ross 

videos and understanding that “Trees have friends”. Mem-

bers responded with “Happy Trees, Happy Trees!”  Seems 

like a lot of us remember these videos. 

The Minotaur Berserker is from Zealot and in 54mm.  

The base is made from Sculpy.  The “Kastelan Robot” is from 

Games Workshop in 32mm. Mike thought he was “in a rut” 

and doing a robot might be cure this.  The base is from cork 

with AK Interactive Sand, the craters are made from Magic 

Sculpt.  The space background had some very awesome 

airbrush work.  Finally he had a Scale 75 Figure 

called Black Jack.  He doesn’t remember what he 

used to paint it but fortunately keeps a note book 

for future reference.   

After the last meeting members had some 

questions regarding the inks he uses so he 

brought in some examples of inks and transparent 

acrylics to play with.  These included some Scale 

75 Inks, Badger Ghost Tints, and Games Work-

shop Contrast Paints.  He has used the latter with 

an airbrush and says they work very well.  Although 

we did not get much of a chance to work with 

these due to time, Mike has promised to do a 

demonstration in the near future! 
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PARADE GROUND 

R O B E R T  P RO KO P  

Bob really impressed the group with his Baby Yoda, and The 

Child Yoda made by My 3D Creations out of New York in 1/4 

scale.  They specialize in comic book characters although these 

are based on the new Star Wars Series “The Mandalorian” being 

carried on the Disney Channel. 

Made by a 3d printer, assembly requires some clean up and 

lots of sanding.  The material is very soft and scratches easily 

and some patterns created by the printer need to be removed as 

well.  Otherwise they are very nicely sculpted.  The Child is Yoda 

standing and being chastised after eating some live frogs.  The 

Baby Yoda is in his floating carriage, which Bob recreated by a 

floating magnet base from the internet and epoxying the other 

magnet in the bottom of the carriage.  This was tricky in that the 

carriage had to be perfectly balanced so it doesn’t spin.  He used 

A&B putty and some ballast to get it right, then made some ter-

rain to go between the two.  This piece got a lot of attention at 

the Richmond show! 

Bob painted the carriage with an airbrush and used a chip-

ping medium for weathering.  The Yodas were painted with a new 

paint he found made by Series 75, which is a tube acrylic that 

paints like oils.  The Baby Yoda he painted with an oil blending 

technique while The Child Yoda he used a more standard acrylic 

technique.  Both look outstanding! 
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PARADE GROUND 

Z AC H  B E C K E R  

Zach brought in his now finished Knight of Jerusalem XII 

Century by SEIL Models. The flag design he got from a German 

Hefeweizen Beer label.  

He had completed a vignette from his two Maschinen 

Krieger figures in 1/20 scale by Kow Yokoyama. He used some 

of the same weathering techniques he had used in the past for 

armor models and the table was built from Popsicle sticks.  The 

concrete pad was from Balsawood and he added groundcover 

along with debris/grasses.  Zach brought his finished U.S. Kodi-

ak Walker (28mm) from Warlords and their game called 

“Konflikt '47”. This is where WWII is extended after 1945 with 

new weapons developments. The concrete barriers were also 

made from balsa wood and nicely weathered. Zach completed 

these all in acrylics in his fine style! 

Zach also brought in two works in progress that he bought 

at the Long Island Show, a Greek Hoplite already assembled 

and a Blackfoot Indian. 
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The Lost Battalion 
History in Miniatures 

WAK EFI ELD  S T U D E N T S  HO N O R  IWO  

J I M A  V E T E R A N S   
O r i g i n a l l y  P u b l i s h e d  i n  A r l i n g t o n ’ s  S u n  G a z e t t e ,  V o l u m e  8 5 ,  
N u m b e r  1 3  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 2 - 1 8 ,  2 0 2 0  

When they hit the Iwo 

Jima beach in 1945, the vet-

erans gathered recently in 

Crystal City weren’t much 

older than 16. 

That’s about the age of 

the five Wakefield High 

School students who volun-

teered for the 75th anniver-

sary of the Battle for Iwo Jima 

Reunion and Symposium. 

Chiara Luepke, Cameron 

Garama, Soa Doherty, Declan 

Carlson, and Joe Kelly spent 

Feb. 29 meeting, assisting 

and learning from these na-

tional treasures. The symposi-

um, put on by the Iwo Jima 

Association of America, works 

to educate about the battle 

and perpetuate the spirit of 

the Marines and servicemen 

who fought to take the island. 

The students met 

Hershel Woodrow “Woody” 

Williams, the last surviving 

Medal of Honor recipient of 

Iwo Jima and the Pacfic. Wil-

liams – the youngest of 11 

children – stood just 5-feet 6-

inches tall in 1942 when he 

tried to enlist in the Marines. 

He was told he was too short, 

but by 1943 the height regu-

lations were eliminated. Less 

than two years, later he was 

the Battle of Iwo Jima,” said 

Luepke, who lost a grandfa-

ther in the Vietnam War. “It is 

so important to honor and 

remember our veterans, and 

being able to interact with 

them gives me a greater ap-

preciation for their service 

and continued dedication to 

our country.” 

Joe Kelly, whose step-

grandfather is a Vietnam War 

veteran and whose great-

grandfather fought in the 

World War II Pacic theater, 

said, “I realized it’s important 

to remember when you see 

an older person in a coffee 

shop, that maybe they were a 

war hero, and you never know 

when you’re in the presence 

of someone who did great 

things for their country.” 

Perhaps the most poign-

ant lesson of the event was 

the presence of the Japanese 

ambassador, Shinsuke 

Sugiyama, at the banquet 

Saturday evening – a remind-

er that even the most bitter 

enemies can become support-

ive friends. 

on the beach with a 

flamethrower, and set about 

to destroy enemy “pillboxes,” 

or concrete dug-in guard 

posts. 

For his efforts, Williams 

earned a Purple Heart and 

was awarded the Medal of 

Honor in 1945 by President 

Truman, and this month, the 

USNS Hershel “Woody” Wil-

liams (T-ESB-4) is being com-

missioned in Norfolk. 

Other veterans the stu-

dents had the pleasure of 

meeting included Ronald 

“Rhondo” Scharfe. Using a 

stolen baptismal certicate to 

create a false identication, 

Scharfe joined the Navy at 

16. Offshore, he had to aban-

don his landing boat when it 

rammed something underwa-

ter. 

Weighed down by heavy 

equipment and weapons, 

many of his fellow boatmates 

drowned and Rhondo was 

one of only 15 of 37 men in 

his boat to survive the battle. 

“It was inspiring and 

humbling to get to interact 

with these veterans who, 

when they were my/our age, 

made such sacrifices and 

exemplified great courage in 

Wakeeld High School students Chiara Luepke, Cameron Garama, Soa Doherty, Declan Carlson, and Joe Kelly pose with Woody Williams, who was 

presented with the Medal of Honor by President Truman for his efforts during the battle for Iwo Jima. 

Thanks to NCMSS Member 

Greg Paspatis 

for sending us this article! 

https://www.tlbminiatures.com/store/c1/Featured_Products.html
https://unitedempireminiatures.com/
https://unitedempireminiatures.com/
https://www.tlbminiatures.com/store/c1/Featured_Products.html
https://www.michtoy.com/
https://www.michtoy.com/
https://sungazette.news/
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Notables... 

Art and History 

Through Miniature Figures: 

A Modeling Autobiography 

Written by Doug Cohen 

available from  

“The Artist Preservation Group is a gathering of 

like-minded historical artists whose mission is 

to...aide in the preservation and restoration of 

threatened historical sites and/or artifacts.” 

 

For more information on how you can help, 

make a donation, or become a member, visit 

the Artist Preservation Group website. 

Artist  

Preservation Group 

WO RTHY  REA DS  
F R O M  T H E  H O F F M A N  F A M I L Y  L I B R A R Y  

Legion Versus Phalanx: 
The Epic Struggle for Infantry 

Supremacy in the Ancient 

World  
By Myke Cole, 288pps, Os-

prey Publishing, New York, 

NY, 2018 

 “From the time of An-

cient Sumeria, the heavy in-

fantry phalanx dominated the 

battlefield. Armed with spears 

or pikes, standing shoulder to 

shoulder with shields inter-

locking, the men of the phal-

anx presented an impenetra-

ble wall of wood and metal to 

the enemy. Until, that is, the 

Roman legion emerged to 

challenge them as masters of 

infantry battle.” - Osprey Pub-

lishing  

In his Small Wars Journal 

review, David Retherford 

notes Legion Versus Phalanx 

focuses on Hellenistic and 

Roman military unit for-

mations with a tactical analy-

sis. It spans a time period 

from approximately the 3rd 

through the 2nd century BC.  

Cole’s main argument focus-

es on the tactical success and 

failure of the phalanx and 

legion military units. Cole re-

created the experience of 

battles down to the material 

components of the weapons 

and armor that both military 

units would have deployed. 

Per Retherford, “Cole has 

marched head on into the 

ancient military history world. 

His goal of writing about an-

cient military unit tactics ac-

complishes its set goals. 

Cole’s book will resonate with 

strategic and tactical gaming 

theorist and any reader who 

has a curiosity of ancient 

military historical topics. Myke 

Cole has managed to turn his 

hobby into his vocation. This 

is an engrossing book to read 

and will engage with readers 

who are new to Hellenistic 

and Roman unit combat tac-

tics.” 

I enjoyed this book, and 

for anyone new to the study of 

classical period warfare it has 

a good primer of what the 

sources are and explains 

these to a modern and per-

haps younger reader.  Some 

of his conclusions are specu-

lative and arguable, but still 

was a fun read on a subject I 

am passionate about. 

—David H. 

Battles and Battlefields 

of Ancient Greece: 
A Guide to Their History, To-

pography and Archaeology 
By C. Jacob Butera and Mat-

thew A. Sears, 395pps, Pen & 

Sword Books Ltd, Yorkshire, 

England, 2019 

 “Greece was home to 

some of the most evocative 

and decisive battles in the 

ancient world. This volume 

brings together the ancient 

evidence and modern schol-

arship on twenty battlefields 

throughout Greece and will be 

a handy resource for visitors 

of every level of experience...” 

- Pen & Sword 

According to Robert Pe-

terson of the blogsite A War-

gamers Needful Things, “The 

book is excellent, both for the 

beginner and old hand at 

Ancient Military History… For 

us old hats, I believe the best 

part is the explanation of the 

topography.” 

Peterson concludes by 

saying, “The book is almost 

400 pages long. The pages 

are made with a glossy paper. 

It is filled with pictures of the 

different battles today and 

other ones that show items 

from the battle etc. All of the 

chapters have at least three if 

not more maps of the area 

the battle is located in. It also 

shows the forces moving to 

and engaging in the battle. I 

can recommend the book to 

anyone who has an interest in 

the subject. If you are not 

interested yet, you probably 

will be after reading the 

book.”  

This was a great read for 

me and the summaries of 

these important battles, while 

relatively short, are concise 

and largely accurate based on 

current scholarship.  If one 

were to visit these sights, 

something I’ve always wanted 

to do, the specific route infor-

mation and travel tips would 

be indispensable.  A very nice 

large format book, my only 

real critique is that the maps, 

usually satellite photos with 

positions and movements 

superimposed on them, were 

lacking in some detail.  This 

was a great addition to my 

library of the period. 

   —David H. 

“This is an engrossing 
book to read…” 

https://artistpreservationgroup.com/
https://artistpreservationgroup.com/
https://www.reapermini.com/search/10090
https://www.reapermini.com/search/10090
https://www.awargamersneedfulthings.co.uk/2019/11/battles-and-battlefields-of-ancient.html
https://www.awargamersneedfulthings.co.uk/2019/11/battles-and-battlefields-of-ancient.html
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In 2016, my wife, Marie, and I went 

on a Viking river cruise that terminated 

in Paris and then we took a three-day 

extension to Oxford, England. That exten-

sion turned out to be an excellent diver-

sion, with visits to the sights around the 

city and bus trips to Highclere Castle of 

Downton Abbey fame and Marlborough’s 

Blenheim Castle, both open to the public 

but with Viking’s arranged tours at each. 

All of this was very entertaining with 

plenty of history.  

While wandering around Blenheim 

Castle and eventually needing to visit the 

WC in an underground corridor, we ran 

across several glass cases full of military 

miniatures that were the work of the 

British Model Soldier Society’s (BMSS) 

collection. I was pleasantly surprised to 

be seeing figures that hailed from a few 

decades ago and that I’d also painted 

over the years. This was completely acci-

dental as nothing on the Blenheim web-

site or related material mentioned the 

BMSS display. My wife eventually had to 

drag me away to catch the bus returning 

to Oxford. The BMSS indicates the dis-

play was closed in 2019. 

Last year, we joined a Viking ocean 

cruise of the UK, Ireland and Norway 

which was primarily a coastal cruise with 

the last stop being a run across the 

North Sea to Bergen, Norway. We flew 

into Heathrow, were picked up by Viking 

transport and were driven to the ship at 

Greenwich. The next stop was Dover. I 

knew about the long-established British 

retailer/distributor “Historex Agents” 

prior to the trip, I looked it up Google 

Maps and determined it was located 

within a 10-15 minute walk from where 

the ship docked. If you can’t find a figure 

among the US sellers, try them. 

After a morning Viking guided tour 

BUMPING INTO THE BMSS 

By NCMSS Member Glenn Merritt 

British Model Soldier Society 
 

”One of the oldest Military Model Societies in the World and is 

proud to be able to put part of its National Collection on show 

at Blenheim. The Society was founded in 1935 and has a 

large number of members from other countries. The periods 

and Armies portrayed in the exhibition ranges from 1850 to 

2007 and has work by the top modellers skilled in those are-

as. The toy Soldier is also included for the sake of pure collec-

tors who are well represented in its ranks. The national Collec-

tion was set up in 1973 with the intention of preserving the 

work of the many excellent modellers who are and have been 

members of the Society. The B.M.S.S. has regular meetings 

around the country and monthly meeting in Central London. It 

produces its own magazine every quarter and runs auctions 

twice a year for collectors...” 

http://www.bmssonline.com/
https://www.blenheimpalace.com
https://www.blenheimpalace.com
https://historexagents.com/
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and lunch, I walked over to Historex 

Agents, rang the bell and was admitted. I 

had a nice chat with Lee who was the 

only person in the shop. He’d been with 

them for a couple of decades. His boss 

(can’t remember the name) and the 

boss’ son are the only other people run-

ning the business. In addition to all the 

kits on the shelf he had two cabinets of 

figures painted by well-known artists for 

sale. I picked up a figure kit I was inter-

ested in, left the shop and headed for 

Dover Castle. 

A few port calls later, our ship 

stopped at Liverpool. I had checked out 

the BMSS website before the trip and 

discovered that a large chunk of their 

National Collection was located south of 

the port the British Ironwork Centre in 

Oswestry, Shropshire, as of August 

2018. I had also determined that a train 

would take at least two hours and cost 

me at least $100.00 and a taxi would 

cost $200.00 and get me there in half 

the time. Many of the afternoon optional 

tours available from Viking cost 

$200.00. That and the fact that I’ll prob-

ably never be back in the area, this was 

my most reasonable chance to see the 

display and time was tight made the 

decision easy. By the time the ship 

docked in Liverpool, it was on my bucket 

list! 

After lunch, I caught a taxi and an 

hour later I was viewing a scattering of 

animal sculptures along the driveway 

into the British Ironwork Centre. I talked 

the cabdriver into being treated to the 

£2.00 annual admission fee we wan-

dered into the main building through a 

very extensive gift shop with lots of out-

door and indoor decorative items. I went 

upstairs to the balcony and had a look at 

about 20 glass cabinets full of figures. I 

BUMPING INTO THE BMSS (CONTINUED) 
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Birch Tree Enterprises 
First Choice in Display Bases 

John Jefferies 
Phone: (516) 662-5281  E-mail: birchtreejohn@aol.com 

Mike Fleckenstein 
Photographer 

mikefphoto.com 

BUMPING INTO THE BMSS (CONTINUED) 

took a bunch of photos. I met 

up with the driver after an 

hour and he treated me to tea 

and a Danish at one of the 

Centre’s cafes. He loved the 

place and I followed him to 

other parts of the buildings. 

This is a big family adventure 

location and my driver was 

planning on coming back with 

his wife and grandkids. On 

the way out of the Centre I 

handed him my unsigned 

annual ticket for his wife to 

use. Then it was an hour back 

to ship in Liverpool. There’s 

more information and pic-

tures at BMSS Online. An 

interesting note is that had I 

done the ocean cruise in 

2016 and the river cruise 

extension in 2019 I would 

have missed seeing both col-

lections! That line on the 

bucket list is now checked. 

— Glenn M. 

 

http://www.sentinelminiatures.com/
http://www.thelittletinsoldier.com/
http://armandbayardi.com/
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
https://www.mikefphoto.com/
https://www.mikefphoto.com/
http://www.bmssonline.com/national-collection.html
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SHOW REPORT: IPMS RICHMOND’S 
OLD DOMINION OPEN FEBRUARY 29, 2020 
PHOTOS BY RICHMOND IPMS, DAVID HOFFMAN AND SCOTT BRICKER 

Last February 29, 2020 the Rich-

mond IPMS held their annual Old Domin-

ion Show at the Richmond Raceway 

Complex. This is one of the largest model 

shows in the mid-Atlantic region and this 

year was no exception, with many ven-

dors and exhibitors. The Club reported 

that this year was a resounding success 

with 1,154 models registered by 232 

modelers and 39 vendors with 125 ven-

dor tables. The raffle selection was very 

large with tons of donated high quality 

kits.  

Our NCMSS members were there in 

full force, and garnered many awards in 

the figure categories. Judging was under 

the IPMS system of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

place in each category, along with some 

“best of” awards. Burt Thompson, James 

Best Gundam: Tim Harkins, Air Drop Judges’ Best in Show and Best Diorama Mike Trentadue  M48A3 w/M151A2 Jeep  

Best Historical Figure: David Hoffman, Hernan Cortes 

Best Figure: Robert Bourgot, Saladin 

Best Military Vehicle: Keith Hudson, Golovin Ivis 

w/Launch Truck  

Best Aircraft: Barry Numerick, Bf 109 V-30a  

Richey, Robert Huettner and Bob Prokop 

all came away with award recognition. 

Show stalwart and NCMSS Executive 

Officer Joe Bles managed the figure judg-

ing again this year. Along with the histori-

cal figure categories, the Science Fic-

tion/Fantasy and Gundam categories 

had a huge number of displays. Partici-

pation in these shows by these last two 

is definitely rapidly growing area and 

infusing a lot of creativity. 

I have posted a few pictures with a 

focus on figures and some dioramas. 

Being an IPMS show the majority of en-

tries were in the aircraft, armor, ship and 

car categories, as to be expected. There 

was plenty of “eye candy” in all the cate-

gories and all had a great time! 

https://ipmsrichmond.blogspot.com/p/2017-odo_1.html
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OLD DOMINION OPEN (CONTINUED) 

http://www.pegasomodels.com/
http://www.pegasomodels.com/
https://www.hobbyworks.com/
https://www.hobbyworks.com/
http://www.eta-diorama.com/
http://www.eta-diorama.com/
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Heroes & Villains Miniatures 
OLD DOMINION OPEN (CONTINUED) 

https://shop.lastcavalry.com/
https://ferminiatures.com/
http://www.heroesvillainsminiatures.com/
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WSMS was founded in 1929 and is the 

oldest continuously active ship model club 

in the United States. Visit their website at 

DCShipModelSociety.org 

8803 Orchard Tree Lane 

Towson, MD 

Phone: (410) 561-6324  

Washington Ship Model Society  

OLD DOMINION OPEN (CONTINUED) 

http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
https://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://www.competitionminis.com/
http://www.competitionminis.com/
http://www.competitionminis.com/
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HMGS JOIN TODAY 

“Northern Virginia Gamers (NOVAG) is one of 

the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area's 

oldest and most respected hobby gaming 

organizations. Started in 1986, we have 

consistently provided a focal point for gamers 

in the Capital area for almost three decades.” 

For more info on Northern Virginia Gamers, 

visit their website at NOVAG.org 

THE MODEL CELLAR 

We produce a range of figures, busts, 

and accessories with a special interest 

in The Great War, 1914-1918  

YOUR MINIATURES 

YOUR RULESETS 

YOUR WARGAMES 

YOUR SOCIETY 

 

Visit the Historical Miniatures Gaming 

Society website at HMGS.org 

The NCMSS Dispatch Swap Meet  

Search, Buy, Sell, Trade 

WANTED:  Lead Foil 
Member Mike Pierce is looking for lead foil sheets that used 

to be available at Hobby Stores (used for making belts, 

straps, etc.) If anyone has any that they would like to part 

with let him know.  mpiercepc@comcast.net 

Historex 

If any NCMSS member is looking for a 

specific Historex Napoleonic kit ask 

him and he will investigate. If he has 

it, he will send! Contact Mike at: 

mpiercepc@comcast.net 

WANTED:  Drill Bits 
Mike Pierce is also looking for Micro-Detailer 

bits. It is a small handheld device, looks like a 

small Dremel drill that is powered by a couple AA 

batteries. He is looking for new bits or even a 

used micro-detailer, he would be glad to pur-

chase. Email: mpiercepc@comcast.net 

Poste Miltaire & Grieve Kits 

Longtime NCMSS member Bob Backhaus 

is selling many of his Poste Militaire and 

Grieve kits.  A lot of fine classic kits from 

both lines can be had. 

Contact Bob for a price list at: 

rebackhaus@comcast.net 

Brian Ford in Wilmington, 

N.C. has been getting rid 

of some of his stash of 

kits.  He says he has 

plenty from the mid 70’s 

to the late 90’s.  If you 

are looking for a particu-

lar kit[s], please contact 

Brian and he’ll see if he 

has it.  

Bartons, Almonds, Series 77, 

Poste Miltaire, Ceremonial 
                             and many others  

Brian has Bartons, Almonds, Poste Miltaire, 

Series 77, Ceremonial, and many others.  

Contact him at: aford1@ec.rr.com 

Order Online at  

competitionminis.com 

Phone: (410) 561-6324  

COMPETITION Minis 
Everything you need to create 

Award Winning Miniatures 

Welcome  to the place where NCMSS Members and friends of 

the club can trade, sell, or obtain items of interest and need. 

Contact your Dispatch editor if you wish to submit a request at 

bpchasseur@comcast.net 

More Historex  (Editor’s Note) 

Another longtime member Dick Perry sent me an 

illustrated Historex Spare Parts catalogue that lists 

each part in the extensive range. This is very useful 

when completing conversions and ordering parts 

from places like Historex Agents in the U.K.  

While they have a price list on line, seeing what the 

part looks like can help with planning and ordering. 

If interested in a PDF copy please send me a note 

and I will e-mail it along with the most current price 

list. —David H.  bpchasseur@comcast.net 

HuzzahHobbies.com 

Phone: (703) 466-0460 

http://www.novag.org/
https://www.hmgs.org/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://www.hmgs.org/
mailto:mpiercepc@comcast.net
mailto:mpiercepc@comcast.net
mailto:mpiercepc@comcast.net
mailto:rebackhaus@comcast.net
mailto:aford1@ec.rr.com
http://www.competitionminis.com/
mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://www.historexagents.com/
mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
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Club website: 

ncmssclub.org 

Club Facebook: 

NCMSS  

Advertising Policy 

 
The Dispatch does not accept paid 

advertising; but will accept, without 

obligation and on a “first come-first 

served” + space available contingency, 

business cards or ads for miniature, toy 

soldier, plastic model and similar shows 

submitted by NCMSS members of other 

clubs, associations, or businesses that 

the NCMSS has an association with.  

 

Ads for shows must be submitted by 

the 15th of the month for a show sched-

uled for the following month. Business 

cards may be submitted for continuous 

running, subject to space availability.  

Members may also submit sale/want 

ads as desired. Ads or business cards in 

compliance with this policy and printed 

in The Dispatch do not represent an 

official endorsement by the NCMSS.; 

nor does NCMSS endorse specific 

shows or vendors.  
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