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THE  D ISPATCH  

Greetings to the entire 

NCMSS Team! Trust all are 

doing well and enjoying the 

summer, which is flying by! 

We are less than two months 

away from our 58th Annual 

show. It is an epic event in the 

making and I am excited 

about our new show venue. 

Everyone is doing a great job 

getting the word out, keep up 

the fire.  

I look forward to seeing 

everyone at the July club 

meeting. We will do our Pa-

rade Ground so bring your 

artwork. We will also have an 

open forum hobby discussion 

and have a short show up-

date.  

I had the opportunity to 

travel to Chicago for a busi-

ness trip a few weeks ago and 

stopped by the Chicago Muse-

um of Science and Indus-

try for a visit, specifically to 

see the WWII German Subma-

rine U-505. Wow what a great 

three hours my son and I 

spent at the museum, it was 

awesome. We paid extra for a 

tour of the inside of the sub, 

now I know why I went Infan-

try and not submarines, tight 

quarters to say the least! 

A Short history... 
U-505 is a German Type 

IXC submarine built for Ger-

many's Kreigsmarine during 

World War II. She was cap-

tured by the U.S. Navy on 4 

June 1944. 

 In her uniquely unlucky 

career with the Kriegsmarine, 

she had the distinction of 

being the "most heavily dam-

aged U-boat to successfully 

return to port" in World War II 

on her fourth patrol, and the 

only submarine in which a 

commanding officer took his 

own life in combat conditions 

on her tenth patrol, following 

six botched patrols. She was 

one of six U-boats that were 

captured by Allied forces dur-

ing World War II, captured on 

4 June 1944 by United States 

Navy Task Group 22.3 (TG 

22.3), commanded by Cap-

tain Daniel V. Gallery, USN. 

The Task Group consisted of 

USS Guadalcanal (CVE-60), 

USS Pillsbury (DE-133), USS 

Pope (DE-134), USS Flaherty 

(DE-135), USS Chatelain (DE-

149), and USS Jenks (DE-

665). The capture took place 

about 150 miles west of the 

coast of Rio De Oro, Africa. All 

but one of U-505's crew were 

rescued by the Navy task 

group. The submarine was 

towed to Bermuda in secret 

and her crew were interned at 

a US prisoner of war camp. 

The Navy classified the cap-

ture as top secret and pre-

vented the Germans from 

discovering it. Her codebooks, 

Enigma machine, and other 

secret materials found on 

board helped the Allies to 

break Germany's top secret 

codes. 

 Lieutenant Junior Grade 

Albert L. David, USN, posthu-

mously received the Medal of 

Honor for his actions boarding 

the U-boat. U-505 had been 

patrolling the Gold Coast and 

was now homeward bound 

when she was caught. Under 

fire by depth charges from 

Chatelain and two Grumann 

COMMANDER ’S  CALL  

PAINTER’S CLUB 

Every Third Saturday 

Aug. 17, Saturday 
12:00-4:00 PM 

Small Conf Room 

Mason District Gov. Center/

Police Station 

6507 Colombia Pike 

Annandale, VA 22003  
Fairfax County.Gov 

A boarding party from the U.S. Navy destroyer escort USS Pillsbury (DE-133) working to secure a 

tow line to the bow of the captured German submarine U-505, 4 June 1944. (U.S. Navy photo) 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/contact/AgencyDetail.aspx?agld=10
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MEETING MINUTES 

26 June 2019 

Networking & Setup  

[19:00-19:45] 

Call to Order 

[19:45] 

Commander Burt Thompson 

started meeting.  

Old / New Business  

[19:45-20:05] 

Show Post Cards will be ready 

for stamping & labeling at the 

next meeting. Darci will get 

stamps. Warren will print la-

bels. Bob Prokop discussed 

the show raffle and where 

people can send donations. 

All kit donations should be 

sent in care of Darci Hoffman 

at 17720 Mill Creek Dr, Der-

wood, MD 20855. 

Burt discussed the hospitality 

suite for the show. He and Joe 

will discuss. Burt inventoried 

awards in storage, only Gold 

Medals are needed. The show 

rules and categories are now 

on the NCMSS website. Burt 

will work on making sure all 

tasks are covered.  

Dave sent a progress update 

e-mail to show committee 

members and will forward it 

to any interested member. A 

conference call will be sched-

uled within the next few 

weeks, more info to follow 

and all are invited! 

Burt is in contact with NOVA 

Gamers. MAMA car and NVN-

TRAK Train folks will attend 

the show. Tables to be allocat-

ed. NOVA IPMS donated 

$450.00 to the show and 

they will be sponsoring the 

Ordnance and General cate-

gories. 

Publicity efforts still continu-

ing, but we need everyone’s 

help! We will need a meeting 

presentation for August. Any 

takers? 

Parade Ground 

[20:05-20:25] 

Participants included Bob 

Prokop, Jim Richey, Joe Bles, 

David Hoffman. 

Monthly Presentation  

[20:30-21:00] 

Burt on his techniques for 

terrain and many experi-

ments. A summary follows in 

a future issue. 

Conclusion  

[21:00] 

After some informal conversa-

tion the meeting adjourned. 

Attendees 

David Hoffman, Mike 

Donohue, James Pratt, Burt 

Thompson, Jennifer Young, 

Bob Prokop, Warren Yaun, 

Burt Thompson, Joe Bles, 

Scotte Turner, Tim Stormer, 

Jim Richey, John Dowdle. 

  

Submitted by David Hoffman, 

NCMSS Adjutant 

<bpchasseur@comcast.net > 

240 912-6499  

CLUB NEWS 

June 

MOTM 
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Quarterly Swap 

Meet 
Held during meetings 

Feb 

May 

***Aug*** 

Nov 
Bring items to sell, 

swap or give away! 

Praetorian Guardsman 

by David Hoffman 

F4F "Wildcat" aircraft, the 

submarine surfaced and 

immediately came under 

attack prompting the sub-

marine to surrender. This 

capture marked the first 

time a U.S. Navy vessel 

captured an enemy vessel 

since the War of 1812. 

Upon Germany's sur-

render on May 7, 1945, the 

U.S. Navy no longer needed 

to keep U-505 a secret. 

The U-boat went on tour as 

part of the Seventh War Loan 

Drive to raise funds for the 

war against Japan. U-505 

stopped at several East Coast 

cities, where spectators could 

climb onboard in exchange for 

purchasing war bonds.  

In September 1954, U-

505 was dedicated as a war 

memorial and became a per-

manent exhibit at the Muse-

um of Science and Industry, 

Chicago, Illinois. In 1989, the 

U-boat was also designated 

as a National Historic Land-

mark. She is now one of 

four German World War II 

U-boats that survive as 

museum ships, and just 

one of two Type IXCs still in 

existence with U-534. 

    If you find yourself 

near Chicago, I highly rec-

ommend that you take the 

time to visit the Museum of 

Science and Industry and 

tour the U-505. 

 

Wishing you all happy 

building and painting! 

Paint on! 

Burt  

CO MMA NDER ’S  CA L L  ( C O N T … )  

mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
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The National Capital 
Model Soldier Society 

  

Member benefits include: 

 Friendly monthly meetings where we 

share our knowledge of history, 

painting, and modeling 

 Monthly guest speakers 

 Painter’s Club—A monthly opportunity 

to get together with other painters to 

share tips and techniques 

 Monthly Dispatch newsletter 

 The NCMSS Washington Show  

 Affordable dues 
 

What are you waiting for? 

Welcome to the club! 

The NCMSS 58th Annual 

Show 
Springfield Hilton, 6550 Lois-

dale Rd, Springfield, VA,  

September 7, 2019 

Mark your calendar for 

our 58th Annual Show! With a 

beautiful new venue, this year 

promises to be the best yet. 

Once again Mike Fleckenstein 

will be on hand to take profes-

sional photographs of your 

exhibits free of charge. We’re 

recruiting a great assortment 

of hobby vendors to satisfy all 

of your hobby needs. The 

awards at last year’s show will 

be tough to beat, but we’re 

working on raising the bar. 

The Northern Virginia Gamers 

will be running games. Ma-

mas Boyz, the Washington 

Ship Model Society and the 

model railroaders will be 

there to display their cars, 

ships, and trains.  

The Springfield Hilton 

has provided a large block of 

comfortable rooms at a very 

competitive rate. Make sure 

to reserve your room before 

they disappear. We look for-

ward to seeing you there! 

EVENTS  AND  PLACES  
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HO BBY  CAL EN DA R  2019 

AUG  Aug 1-4 — GEN CON The Best Four Days in Gaming Indianapolis, IN 

 Aug 7-10 — IPMS-USA National Convention Chattanooga, TN 

 Aug 29-Sept 1 — NOVA OPEN Tabletop Wargaming Convention, Crystal City, VA 

SEPT  Sept 7— 58th Annual NCMSS Washington Show & Exhibit Springfield, VA 

 Sept 6-8 — JerseyFest Model Kit & Statue Fair Newark, NJ 

OCT  Oct 11-13 — MMSI Chicago Show Military Miniature Society of Illinois, Chicago, IL 

 Oct 26-27 -- Great Scale Model Train and Railroad Collectors Show Timonium, MD 

 Oct 26 — 22nd International Paper Modelers Convention Sterling, VA 

NOV  (TBD) Nov — LIMMS Long Island Miniature Collectors Society, Freeport, NY  

If you know of any upcoming events that you would like people to know about, please contact Adjutant David Hoffman 

at bpchasseur@comcast.net and we’ll add the date to our calendar. 

EV E N T S  AND  PL AC ES  ( C O N T … )  

Neil Armstrong’s Apollo 11 

Space Suit 
Smithsonian National Air & 

Space Museum, Washington, 

DC, Temporary display (no 

dates set) 

"Neil Armstrong's space-

suit, the suit that allowed a 

human to walk on the surface 

of the moon for the first time, 

is one of the most iconic arti-

facts in our collection be-

cause of the historical feat 

Armstrong achieved." — Ellen 

Stofan, NASM Director. 

The spacesuit is now 

available for the public to see 

as part of a temporary display 

near the 1903 Wright Flyer, 

the first aircraft to achieve 

powered flight, on the second 

floor of the museum on the 

National Mall. Its future 

home, the permanent 

"Destination Moon" gallery, is 

slated to be complete in 

2022. 

  

Augustus Saint-Gaudens' 

Shaw Memorial  
National Gallery of Art, Wash-

ington, DC — Display ongoing, 

West Building, Main floor 

This contemporary travel-

ling copy of Saint-Gaudens 

masterpiece came to the Na-

tional Gallery of Art from the 

National Park Service on long-

term loan in 1997.  

Rare and early plaster 

sketches of the memorial, the 

angel, and six portrait heads 

of African American soldiers 

are also exhibited.  

Dedicated as a monu-

ment in 1897, the original 

Shaw Memorial has been 

acclaimed as the greatest 

American sculpture of the 

nineteenth century. It depicts 

Colonel Shaw and the first 

African American infantry unit 

from the North to fight for the 

Union during the Civil War. 

The sculpture combines the 

real and allegorical, and pre-

sents a balance of restraint 

and vitality. 

 The original monument 

is in Boston across from the 

State Capitol. 

https://www.gencon.com/
http://www.ipmsnationals.com/
http://www.novaopen.com/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
http://jerseyfestfair.com/
http://www.military-miniature-society-of-illinois.com/2018-chicago-show/
http://www.gsmts.com/newdatesplaces.html
http://www.ipmc-info.org/
http://www.longislandmodelsoldiers.com/index.htm
mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
http://www.ipmsnationals.com/
http://www.novaopen.com/
https://jim-derogatis.squarespace.com/2018-chicago-show/
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June 2019 

 Parade Ground Participants 

 

Bob Prokop, David Hoffman, Joe 
Bles, Jim Richey 

 
Photos by Jim Richey 

June “Mug-of-the-Month” 

WINNER 

“Praetorian Guardsman” 

by David Hoffman 

       Dave brought in his finished 

Praetorian Guardsman, another large 

200mm figure by Pegaso, and part of 

their Statue series. The figure likely 

represents a Prefect of equestrian 

rank based on his elaborate armor, 

the tunic is lined with purple as ap-

propriate.  

       The Praetorians Relief to the 

right, from which the figure is likely 

based on, was once part of the Arch 

of Claudius, erected in 51 to com-

memorate the conquest of Britain 

and this surviving fragment is now in 

the Louvre. The sword in his hand is 

beautifully sculpted with very fine filigree work and based on an 

actual sword and scabbard found in the Rhine that is dated 15 AD. 

The shield design I used I got from another frieze of Praetorians that 

is at the University of Pennsylvania Archaeological Museum in Phila-

delphia. The Scorpion symbol on the shield is commonly represent-

ed in the iconography for the Praetorian Guard. 

The figure was painted in oils, with GS Mr. Metal for the white 

metal and AK Interactive Bronze for the bronze, highlighted with 

Testor’s brass. The cloak got a final finish with pastels to soften the 

effect and smooth out the blending. 

D AV I D  H O F F M A N  
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PARADE GROUND 

 J O E  B L E S   

“Indian Summer” from Altores Studio. Sculpted by Alex-

ander Pashin. Joe said that ordering from Altores can be 

real slow and took a took a year for him to get it. The figure 

is in 1/24 scale and very nice subject that is beautifully 

sculpted. Joe did a splendid job painting it and personally I 

think it is one of my favorites of his recent pieces. 

Joe brought in a book called “African Samurai” by 

Thomas Lockley and Geoffrey Girard. It describes the life in 

Japan of the legendary Samurai Yasuke, origi-

nally from Africa. Little known to us in the U.S., 

this interesting individual lived in feudal Japan 

during the 1500s. Scotte mentioned he did a 

Tattoo for a client of his of Yasuke! 

Joe also brought the book “House to House” 

by David Bellavia, who was awarded the Medal 

of Honor by the President the week of our 

meeting. This autobiography is about the hero-

ic actions of Staff Sergeant Bellavia and his 

unit during the second Battle of Fallujah in 

Iraq.   

J I M  R I C H E Y   

More pirates from Jim Richey, what a 

surprise! Another well rendered and colorful 

subject, this is a vignette from Verlinden in 

120mm Jim simply called “Pirates”. Jim had 

bought the kit from Jim Pratt at the previous 

meeting, and Mr. Pratt was surprised to see it 

already completed. 

Painted in Jim’s style with acrylics, the 

work was outstanding, from the dried blood 

on the beach sand to the shading and blend-

ing of the white tunics. When painting the 

bald pirate, Jim said he held the head too 

long which created a shiny finish, which he 

liked and kept. One of those “happy acci-

dents” known to most of us in this hobby. 

Most of the dead pirate figure was mold-

ed into the base itself. Jim also related that 

he had trouble with the primer on the base 

pealing, even though he cleaned it prior. 

Some of these earlier resin kits did have trou-

ble with this, and I am thinking that some of 

the releasing agents or resin itself could be 

the culprit. In any case, Jim really liked this 

vignette and the animation of the figures. 

Nicely done! 
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PARADE GROUND 

B O B  P RO KO P  

Bob showed his magnificent work in progress of Paratroopers 

the night before D-Day on June 5 titled “OK, We’ll Go”. Based on a 

famous photograph, Bob’s brother did a 3D printing of a C-47 

door, but Bob ended up with “half a plane” and the project ex-

panded as a result, with the need to create more figures. Most are 

based on the 200mm Mitch’s Models Paratrooper. Bob replaced 

some heads, used a figure of Steve McQueen from the Great Es-

cape, refitted the figures with numerous modifications and made 

some corrections to equipment. His brother also machined the 

base, used MIG Asphalt for ground. This has been a “many year 

project” with still a ways to go. Bob is not sure if he should use a 

101st Patch or 82nd; or not have either to keep everyone happy. 

(I vote for the “Screaming Eagle” of the 101st, but who am I?) In 

any case, it will be impressive when done, a great commemora-

tion of our WWII Paratroopers from a former Paratrooper! Because 

of the size, Bob wondered if he would have the space for it at 

home. Knowing Bob’s work, this will be a quality piece that any 

collector or museum would be proud to display!  
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The “New” Army Uniform – Déjà vu 

 By David Hoffman 

Most of us are familiar with the uni-

forms worn by the United States Army 

during World War II through photographs, 

cinema, or personal experience. My late 

uncle kept his own WWII uniforms in his 

closet. As a kid in the 60’s I remember  

the thrill of wearing a play uniform with 

an“Ike Jacket” just like his.  

During WWII the troops gave the 

service uniform, with its slightly rose-

hued trousers and distinctive belted olive 

coat, the nickname “pinks and greens.” 

Now the Army is introducing a new uni-

form they are calling “Army Greens” 

which soldiers will begin wearing as early 

as summer 2020.   

The current full dress uniform 

(which will be retained for ceremonial 

use) includes a dark blue coat with light 

blue trousers or a skirt — colors chosen 

to evoke the Continentals who fought 

under George Washington and the Union 

Army of the Civil War. Some civilians 

have confused this with the Air Force 

Blues, Navy, Marine dress, or even Law 

Enforcement uniforms, among others. 

In 1954 the Army began issuing a 

sleek, modern-looking gray-green polyes-

ter-blend service uniform, based on 

1950s business suits. Both officers and 

enlisted soldiers wore that service uni-

form for the next half-century, until the 

style was phased out in 2007. 

Since then, just as civilians have 

been dressing more casually in profes-

sional and social settings, troops recent-

ly have been wearing camouflage fa-

tigues in situations that used to call for a 

jacket and tie, like office work or travel 

between bases. Even in the Pentagon, 

soldiers spend a good deal of their time 

in combat boots and BDUs (Battle Dress 

Uniform). “Army Greens” will now be the 

military equivalent of the “business suit”.   

With far fewer troops deployed in 

combat operations now, the Army has 

said it wants to get back to the old spit 

and polish to help reframe its public 

image.  

Designing the New “Army Greens” 
According to an article by the Asso-

ciation of the United States Army, “Army 

leaders have long advocated for adop-

tion of the uniform worn by America’s 

‘Greatest Generation’ in World War II, 

saying it will inspire ‘America’s Next Gen-

eration’ of soldiers and enhance esprit 

de corps. Leadership has also main-

tained that the impact of the uniform will 

play an important role in attracting quali-

ty people into the Army at a time when 

less than 4 percent of American youth 

are qualified or want to serve.” 

 The Army (per the New York Times) 

“wanted a spiffy new service uniform, 

one that would stand out in a tough re-

cruiting environment and polish the 

Army’s image...”  It chose a new uniform 

that is based on the old green gabardine 

wool field coat and khaki trousers from 

World War II. 

“We went back and asked, when is 

the most prominent time when the 

Army’s service to our nation was univer-

sally recognized, and the answer came 

very quickly,” said Daniel A. Dailey, the 

sergeant major of the Army. “That victo-

ry, that impact on the nation, is still felt 

Troops of the Army’s 19th Bombardment Group at a decoration ceremony at a training base in Pyote, Texas in Feb. 1943. 

(Associated Press photo)  

U.S. Army soldiers modelling the class "A" service uniform in 2008. (United States Army Institute of Heraldry)  

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower was frequently photographed 

in the Army’s “pinks and greens” service uniform during 

World War II. (Credit: Associated Press)  

https://www.ausa.org/news/%E2%80%98army-greens%E2%80%99-adopted-new-uniform
https://www.ausa.org/news/%E2%80%98army-greens%E2%80%99-adopted-new-uniform
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today by the sons and daughters and 

grandsons and granddaughters of the 

‘Greatest Generation.’” 

The Army plans to roll out the new 

uniforms to all soldiers starting in 2020, 

but some recruiting offices and the Old 

Guard in D.C. already have it. Soldiers 

will even be given the option to buy a 

retro-styled leather bomber jacket to go 

with the uniform. The Army says that 

while the new service uniform will cost 

more than past models to make, it will 

also last longer, making it cost-neutral 

overall.  

According to the Stars and Stripes 

Sgt. Maj. Dailey said the Army is still fine-

tuning how best to pin decorations and 

awards on the new uniform. The present 

plan is to wear the uniform in the same 

manner as the current one. 

The Times quoted Prof. Jennifer 

Craik as noting an effective military uni-

form has to be distinctive but also imme-

diately recognizable, and the best de-

signs should reflect an institution at its 

best. “That’s why I think they decided to 

go back to the old style,” Craik said. 

“World War II is seen as a just war, a 

good war. This uniform says, ‘We are the 

good guys.’” —David H. 

(adapted from the NY Times article “To Stand 

Out, the Army Picks a New Uniform With a 

World War II Look”, dated 5/5/2019. Addi-

tional content as credited.)  

TH E  “NEW” AR M Y  UN I FOR M  –  DÉJ À  VU  ( C O N T … )  

Daniel A. Dailey, center, the sergeant major of the Army, stands with soldiers modeling prototypes of the new Army 

Greens service uniform on Dec. 9, 2017. Credit Ron Lee/United States Army  

The U.S. Border Patrol had a 

similar evolution before I retired and 

we stopped wearing our dress uniform 

as much except for certain occasions. 

The U.S.B.P. has long been recognized 

as having one of the more attractive 

dress uniforms, based on the short 

“Ike Jacket”, “Smoky” hat, Sam 

Browne belt with sidearm and shoul-

M E A N W H I L E ,  I N  F E D E R A L  L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  

der strap. Dark Green in color with 

dark Blue tie, stripes, cuffs, epaulets, 

and brass engraved buttons it is very 

distinctive. The summer dress is short 

sleeved, no tie with a straw Smokey. 

It was frequently seen at interior 

Border Patrol checkpoints, Headquar-

ters and many other places but much 

less so these days. The RDU or Rough 

Duty Uniform was reserved strictly for 

field work but is now worn frequently 

at HQ and public situations, similar to 

what the Department of Defense does 

in their BDUs. For the Ceremonial 

Uniform worn by Honor Guards, 

bands, etc. the Border Patrol recently 

went back to an even older version 

similar to the army’s for the Honor 

Guards, etc. with a longer jacket in-

stead of the short “Ike”. There is even 

an official registered Kilt for USBP 

bagpiper units! —David H. 

https://www.stripes.com/news/new-retro-style-army-greens-to-hit-the-streets-this-year-in-phased-rollout-1.567363
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/05/us/new-army-greens-uniform.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/05/us/new-army-greens-uniform.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/05/us/new-army-greens-uniform.html
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Notables... 

Treasures from the Gettysburg National 

Park Museum and Visitor Center 

Illustrations by Keith Rocco 

For more information on the artist 

and his work, visit  

KeithRocco.com 

“The Artist Preservation Group is a gathering of 

like-minded historical artists whose mission is 

to...aide in the preservation and restoration of 

threatened historical sites and/or artifacts.” 

 

For more information on how you can help, 

make a donation, or become a member, visit 

the Artist Preservation Group website. 

Artist  

Preservation Group 

WO RTHY  REA DS  
F R O M  T H E  H O F F M A N  F A M I L Y  L I B R A R Y  

The British Are Coming - 
The War for America, Lexing-

ton to Princeton, 1775-1777 

By Rick Atkinson, 800 pps, 

Henry Holt and Co., 2019 

After reading Rick Atkin-

son’s superb “Liberation Trilo-

gy,” including his Pulitzer 

Prize-winning “An Army at 

Dawn” and two other great 

books about America’s efforts 

on the Western Front in World 

War II (see the June 2018 

Dispatch) I was excited to 

hear that he was starting 

another trilogy on the Ameri-

can Revolutionary War.  

Atkinson’s initial volume 

recounts the first twenty-one 

months of the war for inde-

pendence, where the ragged, 

ill equipped and supplied 

Continental Army and State 

Militiamen take on the world’s 

most formidable fighting 

force. From the battles at 

Lexington and Concord in 

spring 1775 to those at Tren-

ton and Princeton in winter 

1777, he focuses both on the 

regular soldier and some of 

the important and iconic 

American characters, such as 

Nathanial Greene, Henry 

Knox, and of course George 

Washington, who learns how 

to be a Commander in Chief 

through the crucible of almost 

loosing the war. As Wellington 

liked to say of Waterloo, “it 

was a close run thing.” 

Historian Joseph J. Ellis 

(NY Times Book Review) stat-

ed, “To say that Atkinson can 

tell a story is like saying Sina-

tra can sing… Historians of 

the American Revolution take 

note. Atkinson is coming. He 

brings with him a Tolstoyan 

view of war; that is, he pre-

sumes war can be understood 

only by recovering the experi-

ence of ordinary men and 

women caught in the crucible 

of orchestrated violence be-

yond their control or compre-

hension.” 

...Rick Atkinson has 
given stirring new life to the 

first act of our country’s 
creation drama... 

Amazon Book Review 

accurately describes the book 

as full of riveting details and 

untold stories. “‘The British 

Are Coming’ is a tale of he-

roes and knaves, of sacrifice 

and blunder, of redemption 

and profound suffering. Rick 

Atkinson has given stirring 

new life to the first act of our 

country’s creation drama.” 

Atkinson has a great 

talent of making what could 

be a dry military history into a 

page turning narrative full of 

extraordinary, well researched 

detail while not loosing sight 

of the big picture. —David H. 

Continental Infantryman 
of the American Revolution 
By John Milsop, illustrated by 

Steve Noon 64 pps, Osprey 

Publishing, 2004 

 As a companion to the 

Atkinson book, I had picked 

up this Osprey volume from 

their “Warrior” series in order 

to better research for painting 

the many Revolutionary War 

subjects in my “gray army” of 

unpainted figures. As usual 

for Osprey, this volume is well-

researched with details on 

uniforms, equipment, and 

arms. This volume in particu-

lar has some great anecdotal 

information from diaries and 

correspondence of the sol-

diers.  

Milsop includes some 

great insight on General Von 

Steuben and his influence in 

creating a viable fighting 

force. It also details the im-

portance of the bayonet and 

how the British had the ad-

vantage in this regard at the 

beginning of the war but 

Washington and Von Steuben 

recognized this deficiency and 

corrected it. However, many 

soldiers liked to use bayonets 

for cooking their food, which 

destroyed the temper of the 

steel. The advantages and 

disadvantages of the musket 

and rifle are also discussed, 

along with the importance of 

captured British equipment.  

Something the military minia-

turist should keep in mind. 

This book is another 

good addition to my growing 

Osprey library, although I al-

ways have to answer the inev-

itable question from Darci,  

“don’t you already have that 

one?”  —David H.  

http://www.keithrocco.com
https://artistpreservationgroup.com/
http://www.keithrocco.com/gettysburg_book.php
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d2c9fc_6638bbc48fe340bbb5d6c756a4a1a6dc.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d2c9fc_6638bbc48fe340bbb5d6c756a4a1a6dc.pdf
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WSMS was founded in 1929 and is the 

oldest continuously active ship model club 

in the United States. Visit their website at 

DCShipModelSociety.org 

8803 Orchard Tree Lane 

Towson, MD 

Phone: (410) 561-6324  

Washington Ship Model Society   

By The Dispatch Editorial Staff 

With the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission 

this month, we decided to feature an article on astro-

nauts and space exploration from a modeler’s 

perspective. About 530 million people watched 

Neil Armstrong take that first step onto the 

lunar surface. One might assume the gen-

eral public has a more than passing interest 

in the space program. After all, what kid, 

young or old, hasn’t dreamed of being an 

astronaut? With the space program’s obvious 

popularity, shouldn’t model figure kits featur-

ing astronauts be readily available? The truth is, 

there aren’t many out there. Here are some of the 

kits we found...   

Bandai Hobby ISS Space Suit 

Extravehicular Mobility Unit  
1/10 - Exploring Lab Series 
 
Original release date: 09/23/2011. 

This kit is available from several 

sellers. The prices range from $108 on 

eBay, $171.28 on Amazon, to $244.46 

on newegg.com 

SO, YOU WANT TO BUILD  

AN   

Apollo 11 Astronaut on the Moon 

(50th Anniversary Gift Set)  
By Revell, 1:8 scale, product # 03702   
 

This kit is available from various sellers in Eu-

rope, including directly from Revell. Not availa-

ble online in the U.S. that we could find. Prices 

start at about 29,99€ (about $33.00+ US) 

 

Note: The Revell company went bankrupt and 

was purchased by Blitz, a German investment 

group, in April 2018. 

First Man on the Moon 
Apollo XI CDR in 1/12 Scale 

Special Edition US Flag Included  

 

By Space Helmet Models, based in Spain 

This kit is available on eBay for $150.00 

not including shipping $35.00. You can 

email the creator/sculptor direct at: ignaci-

obernaceralpera@gmail.com  

http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://www.competitionminis.com/
http://www.competitionminis.com/
http://www.competitionminis.com/
https://www.revell.de/en/products/modelmaking/space-scifi/50th-anniversary-moon-landing/apollo-11-astronaut-on-the-moon.html
https://www.ebay.com/itm/FIRST-MAN-ON-THE-MOON-APOLLO-XI-CDR-IN-1-12-SCALE-SPECIAL-EDITION/233226274979
mailto:ignaciobernaceralpera@gmail.com
mailto:ignaciobernaceralpera@gmail.com
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S O ,  Y O U  W A N T  T O  B U I L D  
A N  ASTRONAUT  ( C O N T … )  

American Heroes, Apollo I Crew 
Edward H. White, Virgil “Gus” Grissom, and Roger 

Chaffee (1/12 scale)  
 

Another offering by Space Helmet Models. based 

in Spain. This kit does not appear to be available 

on eBay, but it does show up on the Space Hel-

met Models Facebook page. 

  

You can email the creator/sculptor at: 

ignaciobernaceralpera@gmail.com or 

astron@eresmas.com for possibly ordering direct. 

Major Tom 
 

Bust by FeR Miniatures, 1/12 scale 

Resin, sculpted by Raffaele Picca 
 

This kit is available from various sellers, 

including Sentinel Miniatures for $59.00 

(order code #FMK00008)* 

 

 
 

*David Bowie “Space Oddity” cd not included  

Astronaut (model kit) 
By Toi Ogunyoku 

   

While searching for astronauts, we found this 

fantasy kit on PuttyandPaint.com. There is no 

mention of whether or not this kit is for sale, 

but anyone interested can contact the artist 

through his website at Toiogunyokuart.com. 

EK Cosmonaut Series: Figure No. 3 
Created by Derek Stenning, sculpted by Gene 

Campbell 

  
Produced by Industria Mechanika  

This is one of several nicely done space fantasy 

kits by this company. Price for this kit is  $144.99  

 

For further reading on this company check out the 

October 2018 issue of The Dispatch, pages 1-3. 

https://shop.lastcavalry.com/
http://www.ferminiatures.com/
http://www.heroesvillainsminiatures.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Space-Helmet-Models-438055056281252/
https://www.facebook.com/Space-Helmet-Models-438055056281252/
mailto:ignaciobernaceralpera@gmail.com
mailto:astron@eresmas.com
http://www.sentinelminiatures.com/
https://www.puttyandpaint.com/Toi2fx
https://www.toiogunyokuart.com/
https://industriamechanika.com/shop/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/d2c9fc_acf9681ef18347ebbee558495a67c44f.pdf
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HMGS JOIN TODAY 

“Northern Virginia Gamers (NOVAG) is one of 

the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area's 

oldest and most respected hobby gaming 

organizations. Started in 1986, we have 

consistently provided a focal point for gamers 

in the Capital area for almost three decades.” 

For more info on Northern Virginia Gamers, 

visit their website at NOVAG.org 

THE MODEL CELLAR 

We produce a range of figures, busts, 

and accessories with a special interest 

in The Great War, 1914-1918  

YOUR MINIATURES 

YOUR RULESETS 

YOUR WARGAMES 

YOUR SOCIETY 

 

Visit the Historical Miniatures Gaming 

Society website at HMGS.org 

“It was hotter that day,” 

Civil War reenactor Michael 

Schaffner told The Washing-

ton Post, “Ninety-seven de-

grees in the shade.” Despite 

temperatures of over 90°F, 

hundreds of people attended 

the 155th anniversary of the 

Battle of Fort Stevens com-

memoration in Washington 

DC. The battle occurred over 

two sweltering days in July 

1864 and ended as the only 

Civil War battle to take place 

in the nation's capital.  

Today Fort Stevens is a 

National Park located on 

Quackenbos Street NW, be-

tween 13th St. & Georgia 

Avenue in the District. In 

1864, Fort Stevens guarded 

the Seventh Street Turnpike, 

which was the northern ap-

proach to Washington. The 

fort was only one part of a 

thirty-seven mile long ring of 

fortifications that encircled 

the capital, making Washing-

ton one of the most heavily 

fortified cities in the world.   

The fort was constructed 

in 1861 as "Fort Massachu-

setts". In 1862 it was en-

larged and renamed "Fort 

Glass-plate portrait of Jubal A. Early, from the 

Cook Collection at the Valentine Richmond 

History Center, ca. 1861-1865  

Civil War reenactors Marquett Milton, left, and Michael Schaffner at Fort Stevens Park for 

the 155th anniversary of the 1864 Battle of Fort Stevens in Washington, D.C., on Saturday, 

July 13. (John Kelly/The Washington Post) Click HERE to read Kelly’s full article.  

TH E  BAT TL E  O F  FORT  ST EV EN S  

Stevens" after Brig. Gen. 

Isaac Ingalls Stevens, who 

was killed at the Battle of 

Chantilly. The fort’s expanded 

perimeter measured 375 

yards with 19 guns. 

Early’s Audacious Mission 
In June 1864, Lee gave 

Lt. General Jubal A. Early a 

daring mission: wreak havoc 

in the Shenandoah Valley, 

push north to Maryland, and 

then head to Point Lookout 

POW camp southeast of 

Washington to free about 

15,000 Confederate prison-

ers. Then, if the conditions 

were right, Early was to bring 

the fight to Lincoln’s doorstep 

by attacking Washington, DC. 

Lee’s ultimate goal was to 

draw Union troops away from 

Richmond and Petersburg, 

where Grant besieged Lee’s 

forces. 

Early enthusiastically 

followed Lee’s orders, routing 

Union troops in Lynchburg on 

June 18. He then moved his 

men through the Shenandoah 

Valley, crossed the Potomac 

River at Shepherdstown, West 

Virginia, and slowly began to 

move east into Maryland on 

July 5. 

Early had not intended to 

fight a full-scale battle in Mar-

http://www.novag.org/
https://www.hmgs.org/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://www.hmgs.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/if-you-cant-stand-the-heat-dont-be-a-civil-war-reenactor/2019/07/15/dd02a44c-a715-11e9-9214-246e594de5d5_story.html?utm_term=.d23c38d808c2
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T H E  B A T T L E  O F  F O R T  S T E V E N S  ( C O N T … )  

yland, but he faced resistance 

at Monocacy Railroad Junc-

tion. Union General Lew Wal-

lace1., upon hearing of Early’s 

approach, took the initiative 

and moved about 2,800 men 

to defensive positions on the 

east bank of the Monocacy 

River on the morning of July 6.   

Monocacy ended up be-

ing the northernmost Confed-

erate victory of the war, but 

Wallace is credited with delay-

ing Early's march for a full 

day, thereby giving Union 

reinforcements time to arrive 

in the capital. 

Enemy At The Gates 
As Washingtonians pan-

icked, Union commanders 

scrambled to assemble a 

force of volunteers to defend 

the city. Army Chief of Staff 

Henry Halleck urgently put out 

the word for volunteers. 

On the night of July 10, 

“the motliest crowd of sol-

diers I ever saw,” as one sol-

dier observed, was organized 

primarily to man Forts Reno 

and Stevens. Another Union 

soldier characterized the re-

cruits as a collection of 

“counter jumpers, clerks in 

the War Office, hospital rats 

and stragglers.” 

Meanwhile Early’s men, 

though veterans, had endured 

weeks of hard fighting and 

marching in oppressive heat. 

It was blistering hot as Early’s 

14,000 exhausted troops 

Birch Tree Enterprises 
First Choice in Display Bases 

John Jefferies 
Phone: (516) 662-5281   E-mail: birchtreejohn@aol.com 

Mike Fleckenstein 
Photographer 

mikefphoto.com 

approached Fort Stevens.  
Perhaps author Thomas 

A. Lewis, writing for the Smith-

sonian, said it best: 

‘It was a year and a week 

after the fateful Confederate 

defeat at Gettysburg… For 

some time...there had been 

for the South precious little 

glory in this war and even less 

fun. The proud young men 

strutting to the music of the 

bands were no more; now 

sad-eyed, leather-skinned, 

worn-out infantrymen stum-

bled barefoot through the 

heat and dust until they 

dropped. The caped and os-

trich-feathered officers, hap-

pily risking all for home and 

country, were dead, replaced 

by bitter shells of men playing 

out a losing hand. 

And yet, by God, here at 

midday on a Monday in July 

was the balding, foul-

mouthed, tobacco-chewing, 

prophet-bearded Jubal Early, 

at the gates of the Federal 

capital. He had taken com-

mand of the men who had 

earned immortality as Stone-

wall Jackson's "foot cavalry," 

had marched them far 

enough and fought them hard 

enough to rival the memory of 

their dead commander, and 

now he stood on the brink of 

legend himself. He was going 

to take Washington City—its 

Treasury, its arsenals, its 

Capitol building, maybe even 

its President.’ 

The First (Hungover) Day 
Unsure of the federal 

strength defending Fort Ste-

vens, Early delayed his attack 

on July 11. Some of his men 

were still in transit to the 

front. Aside from being ex-

hausted, a number of his men 

were delayed after looting the 

home of Montgomery Blair, 

son of the founder of Silver 

Spring, Maryland. The Confed-

erates had discovered barrels 

of whiskey in the basement of 

General Lew Wallace, ca. 1852 

Detail from “The operations near Washington--scene of the fight in front of Fort Stevens, July 12 & 13 / 

from a sketch by our special artist, E.F. Mullen” woodcut by E.F. Mullen published August 1864. 

1. Lew Wallace became the New Mexico 

territorial governor after the war, known for 

signing Billy the Kid’s death warrant. Perhaps 

Wallace is most famous for writing the book 

Ben-hur which was a best seller for half a 

century and was later made into the classic 

1959 movie. 

Union troops man a 100 pound cannon on the battlements of Fort Stevens, ca. 1864 

http://www.sentinelminiatures.com/
http://www.thelittletinsoldier.com/
http://armandbayardi.com/
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
https://www.mikefphoto.com/
https://www.mikefphoto.com/
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Detail, Quality and Authenticity 

Since 1893 

The Lost Battalion 
History in Miniatures 

T H E  B A T T L E  O F  F O R T  S T E V E N S  ( C O N T … )  

Blair’s mansion, and some 

troops were too drunk to get a 

good start in the morning. The 

later start allowed for further 

fortification of Fort Stevens by 

Union troops. 

Around 3 p.m., with the 

bulk of his force finally in posi-

tion, Early sent out skirmish-

ers, probing the fort’s defens-

es. They met Union skirmish-

ers backed by artillery. Not 

long after the start of the at-

tack, lead elements of the 

Union VI and XIX Corps arrived 

at the fort, reinforcing it.  

The battle picked up 

around 5 p.m. when Confed-

erate cavalry pushed through 

the advance Union picket line, 

only to be pushed back. The 

two opposing lines confronted 

each other throughout the 

evening with periods of in-

tense skirmishing. Union artil-

lery ended up destroying a 

number of houses that Con-

federate sharpshooters were 

using for cover. 

Get Down, You Damn Fool! 
On July 12, Early was 

finally in position to make a 

strong demonstration, but 

was repulsed by the veteran 

Union reinforcements. In the 

afternoon, VI Corps units 

drove the Confederates back 

from advanced positions in 

front of the fort.  

President Lincoln, his 

wife Mary, and some officers 

observed the attack from Fort 

Stevens that afternoon. As 

Lincoln stood on the parapets 

he briefly came under fire 

from enemy sharpshooters 

11 officers. The total number 

of Confederate casualties was 

unknown; the number of Un-

ion soldiers killed, wounded, 

and missing was approxi-

mately fifty in number.  

After the Battle 
Fort Stevens was aban-

doned after the war. Veteran 

Lewis Cass White, distressed 

at the neglect of the site, pur-

chased the land. He then 

formed the Fort Stevens Lin-

coln Memorial Association 

which dedicated a stone 

marker at the fort honoring 

Lincoln on November 7, 

1911. In the late 1930s the 

Civilian Conservation Corps 

restored a portion of the fort’s 

parapet and one magazine. 

Fort Stevens is now 

maintained by the National 

Park Service. The remains of 

41 Union soldiers who died in 

the Battle of Fort Stevens are 

buried on the grounds of 

nearby Battleground National 

Cemetery. Further up Georgia 

Ave, a monument to seven-

teen unknown Confederate 

Soldiers was erected in Grace 

Episcopal Church Cemetery, 

in Silver Spring where they 

rest today. 

—Darci H. 
Sources include: The US National Park 

Service, the Civil War Times, Wikipedia, The 

Smithsonian Magazine, Harvard Magazine, 

Washington Educational Television Authority 

(WETA), Battlefields.org, and others as noted 

Plaque on the stone monument dedicated at Fort Stevens by the Fort 

Stevens Lincoln Memorial Association on November 7, 1911 

who wounded a nearby Union 

surgeon. An officer, possibly 

Horatio Wright, brusquely 

ordered Lincoln to take cover. 

One version of the story, 

(probably apocryphal) main-

tains that future Supreme 

Court Justice Oliver Wendell 

Holmes, Jr. shouted, “Get 

down, you damn fool!” at Lin-

coln. 

Early abandoned any 

thought of taking the city as 

evening approached, recog-

nizing that the Union Capitol 

was now well defended by 

fresh troops. During the night 

of July 12, Early retreated. His 

soldiers were seen crossing 

White’s Ford on the Potomac, 

thereby ending his invasion of 

Maryland.  

According to Larry Gor-

don in his book “The Last 

Confederate General”, the 

rebels believed they could 

have taken the fort if they had 

not hesitated that first day. 

Nevertheless, the fight had 

distracted Grant’s army and 

produced many badly needed 

supplies. Early told his staff 

officers, “We didn’t take 

Washington, but 

we scared Abe 

Lincoln like Hell.”  

The Confed-

erates left behind 

101 wounded 

soldiers, including 

Grace Episcopal Church Cemetery obelisk that reads, “To the 

memory of seventeen unknown Confederate dead, who fell in 

front of Washington, D.C. July 12, 1864. By their Comrades.” 

“We didn’t take 
Washington, but we scared 
Abe Lincoln like Hell!” 

https://www.wbritain.com/
https://www.wbritain.com/
https://www.tlbminiatures.com/store/c1/Featured_Products.html
https://unitedempireminiatures.com/
https://unitedempireminiatures.com/
https://www.tlbminiatures.com/store/c1/Featured_Products.html
https://www.wbritain.com/
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Club website: 

ncmssclub.org 

Club Facebook: 

NCMSS  

Advertising Policy 

 
The Dispatch does not accept paid 

advertising; but will accept, without 

obligation and on a “first come-first 

served” + space available contingency, 

business cards or ads for miniature, toy 

soldier, plastic model and similar shows 

submitted by NCMSS members of other 

clubs, associations, or businesses that 

the NCMSS has an association with.  

 

Ads for shows must be submitted by 

the 15th of the month for a show sched-

uled for the following month. Business 

cards may be submitted for continuous 

running, subject to space availability.  

Members may also submit sale/want 

ads as desired. Ads or business cards in 

compliance with this policy and printed 

in The Dispatch do not represent an 

official endorsement by the NCMSS.; 

nor does NCMSS endorse specific 

shows or vendors.  
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