
NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER 
SOCIETY  NCMSS 

Another year, another suc-

cessful NCMSS Show! 
As usual, club members 

came together as a team to 

put on a great event with 

members chipping in to make 

sure a fun time was had by all 

and to better promote our 

hobby. The team did a lot of 

preparation this year to en-

sure that set-up, the event 

itself, and take down went 

smoothly. Signage was first-

rate and critical to have in a 

large venue like 

this one. Kudos to 

Jim Richey for mak-

ing this happen 

and for his gener-

osity to the club. 

The Thomas Edison 

High School Boost-

ers Club, school 

staff, and many 

others did a fantas-

tic job of support-

ing our efforts.  

Many commented 

that this was one 

of the most effi-

cient executions of 

the show in recent memory, 

as many of the past hiccups 

were avoided due to the ef-

forts of the show committee 

and all those that helped. 

Some major changes for 

this year’s show have been 

documented in past Dispatch 

issues, but the addition of the 

Gamers and other clubs add-

ed value to the show and 

helped to welcome additional 

people that might otherwise 

not have attended. The Gun-

dam Category was new as 

well and saw quite a few out-

standing entries.  All the ta-

bles were full of exhibits of 

exceptional quality that to-

taled 213 exhibits with 40 

individual exhibitors.  Staff 

had to add additional tables 

to fit them all!  The exhibit 

room was very much appreci-

ated for having more space 

and good lighting, and having 

the Gamers adjacent added 

to the experience and enjoy-

ment of all. 

As has become custom, 

we were graced by the pres-

ence of the Young Marines 

Color Guard for the presenta-

tion of the colors and pledge 

of allegiance at the beginning 

of the show. The schedule 

proceeded according to plan 

and the judging staff scram-

bled to have the results an-

nounced by the 3pm dead-

line. 

The show was honored to 

again have some talented 

participants from the Long 

Island Miniature Collectors 

Society, including MFCA 

Grandmaster Greg Difranco, 
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PAINTER’S CLUB 

October 20, Saturday 
12:00-4:00 PM 

 
Small Conf Room 

Mason District Gov. Cen-

ter/Police Station 

6507 Colombia Pike 

Annandale, VA 22003  
Fairfax County.Gov 

NCMSS Club Commander Burt Thompson with 

Greg DiFranco who won a number of awards including 

People’s Choice Best of Show. 

This year the club added several new sponsored awards, including Best U.S. Marine, Best Gundam, “Blast from the Past”, People’s Choice Best of Show, 

and a special Napoleonic “Red Lancer” award to honor the memory of Chuck Robinson who passed away earlier this year.  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/contact/AgencyDetail.aspx?agld=10
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who earned several awards 

including Best WWI Figure 

and the Popular Best of Show 

award for his masterpiece 

“Alexander at Issus”.  Others 

came from outside the region 

to participate, including some 

members and former mem-

bers of the club, which always 

adds to the experience and 

camaraderie. This year we 

added a few new members 

and look forward to seeing 

them again soon. 

Mike Fleckenstein did his 

usual sterling job of photo-

graphing most of the entries, 

and while I have selected a 

few representative pictures 

for the Dispatch, the com-

plete Gallery and show award 

results can be found on the 

NCMSS website HERE.  

Commander Burt Thomp-

son worked hard to make this 

year’s award ceremony one of 

the best yet. Special thanks 

WA S H I N G T O N  SH OW  ( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 … )   
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It’s so easy! 
You now can join or renew your 

NCMSS membership with 

Thank You 
to the following clubs 

whose members helped 

make the 

NCMSS 57th Annual 

 Washington Show 

one of the best yet... 

Washington Ship Model Society 

Historical Miniatures Gaming Society 

goes out to Northern Virginia 

Modelers IPMS, Huzzah Hob-

bies, and Data Machines Corp 

for their generous donations 

to the show and for sponsor-

ing several special awards 

that helped make this part of 

the show a resounding suc-

cess! Please take the time to 

visit the NCMSS website to 

learn more, as space does not 

allow me to detail it all here.   

Initial feedback from the 

vendors in attendance has 

been positive, with several 

noting sales had been good. 

The number of vendor and 

flea market tables were down 

slightly from last year (54 to 

42) due to some circumstanc-

es beyond our control. We 

especially felt the absence of 

the Red Lancers’ Chuck Rob-

inson who, we’re sad to say, 

passed away earlier this year.  

This was our first show 

featuring a raffle/silent auc-

Washington Armor Club 

tion, which was skillfully orga-

nized by Bob Prokop. Thank 

you to Bob (and the Thomp-

son family for helping) for all 

the hard work. The generous 

donations from many club 

members that made the raffle 

possible were also very much 

appreciated!  

The club will be doing its 

usual After Action Review, 

likely by conference call (stay 

tuned), and plans made for 

next years iteration. Many 

thanks to all who participated 

and made this happen. See 

you all again next year! —DH 

“Mama’s Boys” from the Maryland Automotive Modelers Association setting up 

their impressive displays and representing their modeling specialty well.   

Some of this year’s vendors getting an early start.   

For highlights of the Washing-

ton Show, see the Gallery on 

pages 19-23. For down-

loadable, high resolution 

pictures of many of the 

Show’s exhibits, visit our web-

site at NCMSSClub.org.    

https://www.ncmssclub.org/gallery
https://www.ncmssclub.org/
http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://www.novag.org/
https://www.hmgs.org/
https://www.hmgs.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/c4-diecast-club
http://www.mamasboyz.org/
https://www.novaipms.org/
https://www.novaipms.org/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Armor_Modeling_and_Preservation_Society.html
http://www.nvntrak.org/home
http://www.wvmgrs.org/
https://www.ncmssclub.org/gallery
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MEETING MINUTES 
22 August 2018 
 

Networking & Setup 
[18:30-19:21] 

Attendees examined MOTM 

exhibits & talked fun interest-

ing hobby issues. 

 

Call to Order 
[19:22] 

NCMSS C.O. started meeting 

 

Parade Ground 
[19:23-19:45]  

Gerry Joria; Greg Paspatis; 

Scottie Turner; David Hoffman 

& Jenny Young participated 

this month 

 

Mug-of-the-Month Award 
[19:45]  

Scottie Turner won August 

MOTM award honors.  

 

Monthly Program 
[19:45-20:02] 

David Hoffman presented the 

PPTX briefing prepared by Bob 

Prokop (work absence) with 

pictures of about 40 raffle 

donation items for members 

to assist in categorizing for 

Regular/Super Raffle. Sug-

gestions to hold auction/

silent auction to raise addi-

tional funds under considera-

tion. Final raffle donations to 

be brought to the show. All 

Vendor donations to be 

marked with ‘donation ID info’ 

for acknowledgement. 

 

Old / New Business 
[20:03-21:04] 

FINAL SHOW Planning & Coor-

dination 

Final status review of show 

Action Items. NCMSS Wash-

ington Show to be held at 

Thomas Edison High School 

8SEPT2018.  

1. Burt reviewed all Show 

categories & ensured 

existence of all award 

prizes + standard Med-

als; may require medal 

ordering post-Show. 

2. Burt/Scottie have sort-

ed/prepared Judging 

binders w/ judging forms 

for use by Show Judges 

3. D.Luff handling Gamers/

Gundum awards activity. 

4. Tim provided 2 Ballot 

Boxes for TBD use where 

needed. 

5. Grant/Burt/Warren/

Darla/D.Luff have re-

viewed final Show floor 

layout for Cafeteria, Hall-

way, Exhibit/Gamer 

Room, other Club-use 

rooms. 

6. Final TEHS “Provisioning/

Set-Up/Tear-Down” ac-

tions support by TEHS 

sports teams to be coor-

dinated by Joe once his 

computer connectivity is 

re-established w/ TEHS 

POCs. 

7. Vendors & volunteers to 

receive Thank You letters 

post-Show; need names, 

contact info. 

8. Burt/J. Richey producing 

great Show signage for 

posting on TEHS exterior 

fences, etc & also interi-

or corridors to assist 

attendees in finding all 

venue activities. 

9. Burt to coordinate w/ 

Mike Fleckenstein to 

possibly take “candid 

Show pictures” for club 

records & Dispatch arti-

cle. 

10. Results to be discussed 

during Sept “Show After-

Action/Lessons-Learned 

Review”.  

 

NOTE: Please turn in any 

show-related invoices as soon 

as possible if you want to be 

reimbursed. 

 

Show Logistics 

 Burt ordered 150 tables 

from FCPS for Show and 

will cut “leg-extenders” for 

Exhibit Room tables. 

 Members to continue 

doing any & all forms/

types of Show Advertising 

until Show Day. 

 Badges for Vendors & 

NCMSS volunteers to be 

created just before Show; 

need corrected final list of 

participants.  Need to get 

“wrist bands” for all at-

tendees. 

 Burt wants a Show Day 

‘Cheat Sheet’ Roster List 

of all Volunteers’ Names 

& Contact Info 

 

New Items 

 Scottie has reserved a 

couple of Library Display 

Cases to showcase 

NCMSS figures et al to the 

public; details TBS via 

separate email. 

 Joe has a church date 

(11Nov) queued up for a 

NCMSS figure/vehicle 

display; details TBS via 

separate email.  

 Tim requested Speakers 

for Oct & Nov NCMSS club 

meetings;  

 Suggestion made to focus 

on more fun hobby-related 

‘hands-on’ activities and 

less Show discussions. 

 Discussion to adopt a 

‘Monthly Paint Club’ ap-

proach where members 

bring in projects & just 

enjoy the club member 

camaraderie, sharing 

skills & ideas on various 

painting techniques, etc., 

issue TBD. 

 

Conclusion 
[21:05] 

Meeting adjourned 

 

Attendees 

Jim Richey; David Hoffman; 

Darci Hoffman; Joe Bles; Scot-

tie Turner; Mike Donohue; 

Darla Yaun; Warren Yaun; 

Greg Paspatis; David Luff; 

Burt Thompson; Grant Berry; 

Robert Huettner; Gerry Joria; 

Jenny Young & Tim Stormer 

 

Submitted by Tim Stormer, 

NCMSS Adjutant 

adjutanttim@gmail.com  

CLUB NEWS 

August MOTM 

“Mug-of-the-Month” 

WINNER 

September  2018,  Volume 57,  Issue 9  

Quarterly Swap 

Meet 
Held during meetings 

Feb 

May 

Aug 

***Nov*** 
Bring items to sell, 

swap or give away! 

“Roman War Dog Handler” 

by Scotte Turner 
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This year at our 57th Annual Wash-

ington Show, staff at the reception desk 

received a visit from a distinguished 

gentleman who brought two gifts from 

the club’s early days; a plaque engraved 

with “Adjutant 1978” and a cup that said 

“Secretary NCMC 1979”. The gentleman 

was none other than early club officer 

John Sloan. Mr. Sloan was able to tour 

the show and see a few of his old friends 

from his time in the club (when it was 

originally known as the National Capital 

Military Collectors). Before departing he 

left his contact information. 

A few days after the show I emailed 

Mr. Sloan with a request for pictures of 

his time with the club. He wrote back 

saying that he had quite a few photos 

from various club annual shows. “For 

some years I used to have a table at the 

shows and sold both 'flats' and 54 mm 

figures from England or Russia from my 

travels. I still have many but I cannot 

manage the effort to have a table. I was 

delighted to see Jenny and Joe.” He re-

gretted that he no longer lived close 

enough to attend meetings, but he was 

still interested in the hobby. “I do have 

several dioramas that the late Tom 

Yuskiy painted that are super and might 

be Dispatch illustrations. Also the super 

figure Dave Kennedy created that I have 

shown on my web site Xenophon-mil.org 

plus many more.” He went on to say, “I 

was never a very good painter, but I did 

paint mostly flats and some 54mm fig-

ures.” 

After my initial contact with Mr. 

Sloan I did some basic research on the 

Xenophon Group website and their mag-

azine Gorget and Sash which they pub-

lished in the late 1980’s but is still a 

valuable resource for historians today. 

I also ran across a wonderful picture 

of John in a Chinese warrior’s armor. Of 

the picture he said, “That is me as an 

officer in the Chinese Tang dynasty army 

around 600-700 AD. A street tourist 

photo outfit had these costumes so I 

could not resist. They made about half a 

dozen [photos] and I had a kindly local 

FO RM ER  CLU B  OF FI CER  PAYS  SHOW  A  V I S I T  

John Sloan (left) and friends attending a West Point event 

According to their website, the 

Xenophon Group International was 

organized to promote the study of 

military history. They began by pub-

lishing a magazine devoted to Early 

Modern Military History, Gorget and 

Sash of which copies are available. 

 In 1991 they expanded their 

focus to facilitate meetings and 

exchanges between Americans, 

Ukrainians, and Russians, especially 

but not exclusively military histori-

ans. They have organized a number 

of successful visits and conferences 

in Russia and Ukraine. Their page 

serves as a central link to topical 

pages relating to a variety of sub-

jects which they list on their site. 
Russian Grenadier Officer of the Lief-Kompanii of Kavalegard of 

the reign of Elizabeth, sculpted by Dave Kennedy, painted 

by Ron Wherman (From the collection of John Sloan) 

fellow use my camera to take some oth-

ers.”  

John Sloan graduated from West 

Point in 1955, and was commissioned in 

the Army Corps of Engineers. He served 

in Korea and Vietnam, and taught Euro-

pean and Russian history in the Depart-

ment of Social Sciences at USMA.  

While deployed to Vietnam, he 

served in the U.S. Army II Field Force 

Headquarters in Long Binh as an engi-

neer intelligence officer (1967-8), track-

ing the progress of construction projects 

across the country. Upon returning from 

Vietnam, Mr. Sloan spent much of the 

remainder of his career studying the 

Russian language and history, becoming 

a recognized expert on the Soviet Army. 

In 1976, he retired as a Lieutenant Colo-

nel. 

During his post-military career he 

worked in the intelligence and history 

fields. He was Vice President of the His-

torical Evaluation and Research Organi-

zation (HERO) and was the owner of John 

Sloan Associates, Ltd. 

According to his impressive LinkedIn 

profile Mr. Sloan states that he is fully 

retired and spends most of his time with 

online projects and tutoring.— DD-H 

John Sloan in full Chinese Tang dynasty armor. 

http://www.xenophon-mil.org/xenindex.htm
http://www.xenophon-mil.org/xenophon.htm
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The National Capital 
Model Soldier Society 

  

Member benefits include: 

 Friendly monthly meetings where we 

share our knowledge of history, 

painting, and modeling 

 Monthly guest speakers 

 Painter’s Club—A monthly opportunity 

to get together with other painters to 

share tips and techniques 

 Monthly Dispatch newsletter 

 The NCMSS Washington Show  

 Affordable dues 
 

What are you waiting for? 

Welcome to the club! 

In the future you may see 

more of this method of fund-

ing by figure producers. 

How does it work? 
Companies (known as 

“creators” on Kickstarter) set 

up a page to display details of 

their project along with a 

deadline for funding. If pledg-

es meet the funding goal by 

the deadline, money changes 

hands and the project can 

move ahead. Kickstarter has 

an “all or nothing” policy. If a 

project’s funding goal is not 

reached in time, no money 

changes hands and the pro-

ject ends. 

Caveat Emptor 
Not all projects funded 

through Kickstarter are ulti-

mately a success. If you run a 

Google search for “Kickstarter 

Regrets”, you will find numer-

ous examples of promising 

games/projects that turned 

out to be disasters. For in-

stance, in 2013 a $1.4 mil-

lion project called Robotech 

RPG Tactics failed when the 

company (Palladium Books) 

was unable to complete full 

production of their game, 

disappointing over 5,000 

investors.  

Even if the creator deliv-

ers the promised product, 

there is the chance that it 

doesn’t live up to expecta-

tions. Knowledgeable gamers 

suggest carefully reading a 

game’s rulebook before 

pledging funds. Unless you’re 

only in it to collect and paint 

the figures, you probably don’t 

HOBBY  NEWS  
What is Kickstarter, 

Anyway? 
Historical figure painters 

and modelers can appreciate 

a well done fantasy piece. 

Recently I found pictures of a 

wonderfully sculpted and 

painted dragon that I just had 

to have. A quick search led 

me to a “Kickstarter” page for 

a game called “Time of Leg-

ends: Joan of Arc”. There was 

no mention of how to obtain 

my dragon. Undeterred, some 

further digging brought inter-

esting results. I learned that 

Kickstarter has become an 

important part of our hobby, 

especially in the gaming min-

iatures community.  

What exactly is Kickstart-

er? It’s an online platform 

where “creative” companies 

solicit financial backing for 

their projects. Since 2009, 

over 15 million individuals 

have pledged almost $3.8 

BILLION to projects through 

Kickstarter. There are 3,477 

active projects on Kickstarter 

today; everything from 

“Spudsy Sweet Potato Puffs” 

to a jazz trombonist trying to 

fund his debut album. A 

search for “miniature” on 

Kickstarter will bring you 

2022 results, with 1,662 

projects involving tabletop 

games. 

While the majority of 

miniatures on Kickstarter are 

for gaming, the platform has 

also been used by established 

figure and model companies 

such as Airfix, Atlantis Mod-

els, and First Legion to fund 

reissues of retired/sold out 

kits that are still in demand. 

want to buy a poorly designed 

game that is either boring or 

unplayable. 

What if the project’s 

pledge period is over? 

If a Kickstarter project is 

no longer accepting pledges, 

you can still purchase items 

you’re interested in. Contact 

the company and inquire 

about purchasing their prod-

ucts directly. Third-party ven-

dors can offer chances to 

obtain items only available on 

Kickstarter. In the case of 

Mythic’s “Time of Legends: 

Joan of Arc” you can purchase 

an “All-in Bundle” from a 

third-party vendor for a paltry 

$1,199.99 (US). On after-

market sites like Ebay, ven-

dors may sell individual minia-

tures without the requirement 

of purchasing an entire game. 

Whatever your modeling 

interest, Kickstarter might be 

worth your while to look at. As 

for me, I’ll be looking for a 

way to buy my ToL:JoA dragon 

some day. DD-H  

Léonidas Vesperini, Director of Mythic 

Games, holding the amazing dragon figure 

from the “Time of Legends: Joan of Arc” 

game. Mythic used Kickstarter to success-

fully fund their project. 

Two figures from the fully funded Kick-

starter “Robotech RPG Tactics” game. 

The creator Palladium Books failed to 

meet their obligations to fulfill orders. 

Figures from the “Mythic Battles: Panthe-

on” game by Monolith Board Games, LLC  

A bust from Sunshine Figures, a model 

producer that is currently using Kick-

starter to fund their project.  
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Artist Soldiers: 

Artistic Expression in the 

First World War  
Through November 11, 2018 

at the Smithsonian National 

Air and Space Museum 

10:00 AM to 5:30 PM 

The First World War re-

made the world geopolitically 

and transformed how socie-

ties engage and relate to mili-

tary conflict. 

Artistic expression during 

the war contributed to this 

transformation. Before World 

War I, war art largely depicted 

heroic military leaders and 

romanticized battles, done 

long after the fact, far from 

the battlefield. The First World 

War marked a turning point 

with the appearance of art-

work intended to capture the 

moment in a realistic way, by 

first-hand participants. 

The exhibition examines 

this form of artistic expression 

from two complementary per-

spectives. One is professional 

artists who were recruited by 

the U.S. Army, serving in the 

AEF. They were the first true 

combat artists. The other is 

soldiers who created art-

work. Their self-expression in 

the form of stone carvings in 

underground shelters, hidden 

away for a century, has been 

brought to light for the first 

time through the stunning 

photographs of photographer, 

artist, and explorer, Jeff 

Gusky. Together, these soldier 

works of art shed light on 

World War I in a compelling 

and very human way. 

The exhibit is a collabora-

tion between the Smithson-

ian’s National Air and Space 

Museum and the National 

Museum of American History. 

H O B B Y  C A L E N DA R  2018  

EVENTS  AND  PLACES  

Click here:  https://www.ncmssclub.org/upcoming-events  for a more detailed Hobby Calendar on the NCMSS website. To add an 

event contact Adjutant Tim Stormer at adjutanttim@gmail.com 

OCT 

 Oct 19-21 — MMSI Chicago Show Military Miniature Society of Illinois, Chicago, IL 

 Oct 27-28 — Great Scale Model Train and Railroad Collectors Show Timonium, MD 

 Oct 27 — 21st International Paper Modelers Convention Sterling, VA 

NOV  Nov 16-17 — LIMMS Long Island Miniature Collectors Society, Freeport, NY  

DEC  (TBD) Dec — HOTS Toy Soldier, Figures, Militaria Show & Sale, Annandale, VA 

September  2018,  Volume 57,  Issue 9  

November 16 - 17 

https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-listing.htm?eventID=2802E629-1DD8-B71B-0B2005F8B124AC75
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-listing.htm?eventID=2802E629-1DD8-B71B-0B2005F8B124AC75
https://www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-listing.htm?eventID=2802E629-1DD8-B71B-0B2005F8B124AC75
https://www.ncmssclub.org/upcoming-events
mailto:adjutanttim@gmail.com
http://www.military-miniature-society-of-illinois.com/2018-chicago-show/
http://www.gsmts.com/
http://www.ipmc-info.org/
http://www.longislandmodelsoldiers.com/index.htm
http://www.longislandmodelsoldiers.com/limcs_model_soldier_show.htm
http://www.longislandmodelsoldiers.com/limcs_model_soldier_show.htm
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G E R RY  J O R I A  

PARADE GROUND 
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August 2018 

 Parade Ground Participants 

 

Scotte Turner 
Greg Paspatis 
Gerry Joria  

David Hoffman 
 
 

Photos by Jim Richey 

August “Mug-of-the-Month” 

WINNER 

“Roman War Dog Handler” 

by Scotte Turner 

Gerry brought in a classic Metal Mod-

els figure of Alexandre Dumas in 54mm.  

He also brought in the book about him, 

“The Black Count—Glory, Revolution, Be-

trayal, and the Real Count of Monte Cris-

to” by Tom Reiss.  His son of course was 

the author of many immortal pieces of 

literature and his father inspired the crea-

tion of his famous 

book “The Count of 

Monte Cristo”.  

Some of his exploits 

appear in “The 

Three Musketeers” 

as well.  A fascinat-

ing real life story 

and as always real 

history can influ-

ence and add en-

thusiasm for our 

modeling projects. 
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S C O T T E  T U R N E R  

Scotte showed a work in progress 

of an impressive Roman Dog Handler.  

This figure is mostly done but is looking 

for a good motif for the shield, which is 

an interesting Argive type carried by 

Greek Hoplites.  Plenty of painting 

space to come up with something im-

pressive.  He also brought in some of 

his great football subjects.  One was a 

set of Quarterbacks of days past from 

various teams.  He said he has 24 left 

to go.  One outlier was a Chiefs “Super 

Fan” in the back corner.  Greg Paspatis, 

our resident Sports Historian, was able 

to identify every single one based on 

their team and number.  Amazing! 

He also had a great Tudor Games 

1/48 figure of Dan Marino from his 

days at the University of Pennsylvania.   

Scotte also brought in this 

unbuilt 1/35th scale kit of Donald 

Trump, which I know he has since 

completed and displayed on social 

media.  Unsurprisingly, it solicited a 

lot of diverse commentary! 
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G R E G  P A S PA P T I S  

Greg displayed two more from his 

Monogram 1/32 scale collection 

from the 1970s.  The first is of a 

German Afrika Korps Infantryman 

from 1942, the second is of British 

8th Army Infantryman from the 

same period and campaign in North 

Africa.  Both are painted in enamels 

and Greg replaced the head on the 

German with a newer one.  My, how 

time flies! 

In commemoration of the 28th Anniversary 

of Operation Desert Storm/Desert Shield as Burt 

talked about in the last Commander’s Call, Dave 

brought in a couple of armor pieces from the 

campaign he completed around the same period.  

One was of a 1/35 scale M-551 Sheridan made 

by Tamiya with Desert Shield 

upgrades made by AEF designs 

with dry transfer decals.  Burt 

had a photo of one in his Call 

and Bob Huettner recalled his 

first hand experiences with 

them in his armored cavalry 

days.  This Vietnam era air 

transportable light tank had its 

issues, but was still used for 

OPFOR Training at Ft. Irwin, CA 

until recently. 

The second kit is the Italieri 

Marine LAV (Light Armored Vehi-

cle) in Desert Storm colors. 

These were painted in enamels 

with the appropriate GSA Paint, 

but are likely not built to the 

IPMS standards of today (no 

individual track links!).  Again, 

how time flies! 

D AV I D  H O F F M A N  
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The Norman Conquest: The 

Battle of Hastings and the Fall 

of Anglo-Saxon England 

By Marc Morris, 440pp. Pega-

sus Books, 2012 

According to the publish-

er, this book is about “An 

upstart French duke who sets 

out to conquer the most pow-

erful and unified kingdom in 

Christendom. An invasion 

force on a scale not seen 

since the days of the Romans. 

One of the bloodiest and most 

decisive battles ever fought. 

This new history explains why 

the Norman Conquest was 

the most significant cultural 

and military episode in Eng-

lish history.” 

In his review of The Nor-

man Conquest, Jim Cullen of 

the History News Network 

notes that most people will 

read this book because the 

first half of the subtitle is The 

Battle of Hastings. But, he 

feels that the second half of 

the book —the Fall of Anglo-

Saxon England-- is the au-

thor’s real subject here. Cul-

len goes on to say The Nor-

man Conquest is “a book 

about a social revolution: a 

society whose law, language, 

religion, architecture and 

much else were transformed 

over the course of a genera-

tion.” 

In this book Morris de-

scribes the subjugation of the 

English. It was a brutal pro-

cess. In one instance William 

notoriously used famine to 

suppress an uprising in York-

shire. Rich and poor subjects 

alike were stripped of their 

possessions. 

The conquest of the Eng-

lish was not all bad, however. 

The Normans ended slavery, 

reformed the churches, and 

took a less murderous stance 

toward defeated opponents 

than their predecessors did. 

In the end, the Normans laid 

the foundations for a hybrid 

state that proved remarkably 

enduring. 

Cullen ends his review by 

saying, “The Norman Con-

quest is a highly readable and 

substantial account of one of 

the most pivotal events in 

WO RTHY  REA DS  
F R O M  T H E  H O F F M A N  F A M I L Y  L I B R A R Y  

Notables... 

For more information on the artist 

and his work, visit  

KeithRocco.com 

“The Artist Preservation Group is a gathering of 

like-minded historical artists whose mission is 

to...aide in the preservation and restoration of 

threatened historical sites and/or artifacts.” 

 

For more information on how you can help, 

make a donation, or become a member, visit 

the Artist Preservation Group website. 

British history. It is a distin-

guished contribution to the 

annals of 1066 and deserves 

to have a long history of its 

own.” 

Publisher’s Weekly 

states The Norman Conquest 

is “Readable, authoritative, 

and remarkably nuanced, 

Morris’s history is sublime.” 

As of the writing of this article 

I am only about 1/3 of the 

way through the book, but I 

am tempted to agree with the 

accolades The Norman Con-

quest has received.  

Artist  

Preservation Group 

The Bayeux Tapestry shows the events of 

1064 to 1066, beginning with King Edward 

the Confessor sending Harold to Normandy 

and culminating in Duke William’s invasion of 

England and the Battle of Hastings. Despite 

its name, it is not technically a tapestry, but 

an embroidery of woolen 

threads on a linen background. 

Historians believe William’s 

half-brother Odo (Bishop of Ba-

yeux and Earl of Kent) commis-

sioned the tapestry. Odo ap-

pears as a major figure in three 

scenes, and three of Odo’s vas-

sals (Turold, Wadard, and Vital) 

are named in the tapestry as 

well.  

The consecration of the 

Bayeux Cathedral in 1077 

would have been an ideal op-

The Purpose of The Bayeux Tapestry 

portunity for Bishop Odo to display the new 

work, and as can be seen in the picture be-

low, the tapestry is the right size to fit in the 

nave of the cathedral. 

It is likely, then, that this was the original 

purpose of the Bayeux Tapestry. 

“...Morris’s history 
is sublime.” 

http://www.keithrocco.com
https://artistpreservationgroup.com/
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Some time ago I started a project that I 

thought would only take me a few months. I 

wanted to create a catalogue of as many 

helmets worn by soldiers of the Roman Army 

as I could. I had already produced a cata-

logue of published pieces of Roman armour 

(published in 2003 for those desperate to be 

bored). That little endeavour took me around 

six years to complete. I should have known 

better. It’s now 15 years since I started and 

(of course) the darned 

thing is probably never 

going to be completed. 

To date there are just 

under 900 examples of 

Roman helmets that I 

have managed to lo-

cate, from around the 

7th CBC to the 5th CAD. 

Sounds a lot? Bear in 

mind that over this time 

there must have been 

millions of these things 

made and I have man-

aged to locate only a 

few hundred!  

Incidentally, if any 

members of the NCMSS would like a copy of 

this, I can supply it on a CD. It is far too large 

to be able to send it over the wires and it is, 

in fact, three catalogues in one, a location/

museum database, a typology listing (of 

which more later) and a site catalogue. Won’t 

cost you a bean either – too much hassle to 

change $ in to £, and the cost isn’t great any-

way. But, I digress. 

There are two principal ways of grouping 

helmets together, at least those between the 

4th CBC and the 3rd CAD. The first is due to 

H. Russell-Robson (now, sadly, deceased). 

This he published in 1975 in a book entitled 

“The Armour of Imperial 

Rome” and which 

(despite the name) was 

mainly about helmets. 

This is long since out of 

print and be prepared 

to spend a lot of money 

if you can find a copy 

(mine cost me £30 some 20 years ago but I 

have seen a volume quoted at over £300.)  

Robinson described a series of features for 

each type and sub-type of helmet, such as 

whether there was a brow guard or not, etc. 

Armed with these lists of criteria, one looked 

at the helmet and decided which fitted. It 

would then be named as something like 

“Coolus, Type B”. The essence of Robinson’s 

method is that he considered that there was 

a continuous development going on, from the 

RO MA N  M IL ITA RY  HEA DGEA R  
( P A R T  I )  B Y  M I K E  T H O M A S   

HMGS JOIN TODAY 

“Northern Virginia Gamers (NOVAG) is one of 

the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area's 

oldest and most respected hobby gaming 

organizations. Started in 1986, we have 

consistently provided a focal point for gamers 

in the Capital area for almost three decades.” 

For more info on Northern Virginia Gamers, 

visit their website at NOVAG.org 

early Montefortino types to the later Imperial 

Gallic types. The principal difficulty with the 

Robinson system is that he was working from 

a comparatively small number of helmets, 

which means that some of his typologies are 

rather suspect. 

The alternative method, the one more 

commonly used in Continental Europe, is to 

take a series of standard types of helmet, 

named for where they were discovered origi-

nally. Any new helmet 

would then be de-

scribed by reference to 

the standard type, 

sometimes more than 

one. So, we might get 

something like 

“Weisenau” or 

“Hagenau”. This system 

is not as rigorous at 

Robinson’s and does 

not recognise as many 

sub-types as he did. 

Also, if you don’t know 

what a “Hagenau” hel-

met looks like, you’re 

stymied!  You will have 

gathered that I am not a fan of this method. 

However, with this system it doesn’t matter 

how many helmets were known before, each 

one is allotted to a ‘type’ as it comes along. 

For helmets before the 4th CBC, or later 

than the 3rd CAD, there are other systems. 

Before the 4th CBC, Rome was heavily influ-

enced by the Etruscans and other tribes, who 

had been in turn influenced by the Greeks. 

From the 3rd CAD onwards helmets became 

far simpler and cheaper to produce. They 

reflect the difficulties of the Roman state in 

this period, following political uncertainties 

and tribal migrations from the east. By the 

mid-5th century Rome 

(as a political entity) 

was finished. Again, 

these helmets have 

been described by Vogt 

using basically the 

same method as Robin-

son.  

Cavalry helmets bring their own difficul-

ties. Robinson also considered these at 

length. Not only are they much rarer but it is 

also unlikely that one type was developed 

from an earlier one. Each ‘type’ seems to 

follow its own characteristics without refer-

ence to any others. Cavalry helmets will form 

Part 2 of this article. 

Sorry for the long-winded introduction 

but if I had not included it, the rest of the 

story would not have made much sense! I am 

THE MODEL CELLAR 

We produce a range of figures, busts, 

and accessories with a special interest 

in The Great War, 1914-1918  

YOUR MINIATURES 

             YOUR RULESETS 

       YOUR WARGAMES 

  YOUR SOCIETY 

 

Visit the Historical Miniatures Gaming 

Society website at HMGS.org 

A detail from a 4th- century BC wall-painting found near Naples. 

...the early Roman republic was 
heavily influenced by surrounding 
tribes and by Greek practice... 

http://www.novag.org/
https://www.hmgs.org/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://www.hmgs.org/
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going to start with the very early types. As 

mentioned above, the early Roman republic 

was heavily influenced by surrounding tribes 

and by Greek practice. Figure 1 shows a typi-

cal “Greek” style of helmet, called the 

‘Corinthian’ type. These were designed to be 

pulled down over the wearer’s face and as 

such they were quite flexible. Some of them 

may have been fitted with a helmet crest, 

probably made from either feathers or dyed 

horse hair. Around the edges a series of small 

holes can be seen. These were for the attach-

ment of some sort of lining, probably of leath-

er. 

The Romans seem to have adopted this 

design to a degree but made one important 

difference, they were much smaller and be-

came virtually a cap that sat high on the 

head, i.e. they did not cover the face. These 

are termed “Apulo-Corinthian” helms. Another 

type that they used is the Villanovan type. 

These were quite crude and were made from 

two sheets of bronze that were riveted togeth-

er (Figure 2). As can be seen, these were 

heavily decorated. The three projections at 

either side down low are the rivets that held 

the whole thing together. There were, in fact, 

quite a number of these tribal variations 

(Negau, Chalcidian, Etruscan, Illyrian, etc) 

which, in an article like this, would take too 

long to describe. So, I will push on and talk 

about the 4th/3rd CBC helmets, the 

“Montefortino” types. 

RO M A N  M I L I TA RY  H E A D G E A R  ( C O N T I N U E D … )  

These helmets were (like all those “BC”) 

made from bronze (a copper alloy, a mixture 

of copper and tin). They were also cast and 

were therefore quite thick and heavy. Many of 

them were decorated with incised lines that 

encircled the bottom of the helmet bowl and 

they also often had an “ogee” moulding as 

well. The brims were usually “knocked-back” 

to thicken them and these often carried a 

cable pattern, filed into the metal. In shape, 

they tended to be rather bulbous, others were 

more conical. Some of them had an integral 

holder for a plume while others had this sol-

dered to the crown of the helmet bowl. They 

were fitted with cheek guards and sometimes 

these were decorated as well. In the case of 

these helmets the wearer’s ears were posi-

tioned inside the helmet bowl. There were 

many minor variations to this basic design. 

Figure 3 shows a typical example of this type, 

together with a model bust.  

Both the Montefortino and the Coolus 

are thought to have been derived from Celtic 

precursors. This also applies to the next 

group – called “Agen-Port”. The major differ-

ence here is that these helmets are made of 

iron. The Agen is on the left. As can be seen, 

these two types are completely different to 

their bronze cousins (Figure 4). The port types 

have a rather more conical shape than the 

Agen. It can also be seen that these, particu-

larly the Agen, lead directly into the next 

Figure 2 

Figure 3 

“The Washington Ship Model Society 

(WSMS) was founded in 1929 and is 

the oldest continuously active ship 

model club in the United States. Its 

purpose is to provide a socially enjoya-

ble means for serious ship modelers to 

meet, share, and 

expand upon their 

common avocation 

through the ex-

change of ideas 

and knowledge.” 

 

For more info, visit the Washington Ship 

Model Society’s website at DCShipMod-

elSociety.org 

“The Miniature Figure Collectors of 

America (MFCA) was founded in 1941 

and sponsors the oldest and largest 

show for historical, toy, and collectable 

figures in the United States.  

Visit the Miniature Figure Collectors of 

America website at MFCAShow.com 

Figure 1 

Figure 4 

http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://www.mfcashow.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
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predominate arm and the infantry were rele-

gated to be little more than border troops 

(limitaniae). The proud legions of roughly 

5,500 men were now units of little more than 

1,000 men and were stationed close to the 

frontiers to act as little more than trip-wires 

until the cavalry could get there. Heavy ar-

mour was dispensed with and basically only a 

large oval shield and a very simple form of 

helmet were used by these troops. The hel-

mets were simple to manufacture and con-

sisted of little more than two ‘shells’ that 

were riveted together at the crown (hence 

they are known as “Ridge” helmets). Some-

times they had a short ‘aventail’ to protect 

the neck area. One such type is known as 

“Intercissa” (these do not appear in Robin-

son’s list as they came after the period he 

was considering). Another type, sometimes 

plated with silver, even gold and with paste 

‘jewels’ added, are known as the “Berkasovo” 

variant. Both are shown in Figure 6.  

Given the breadth of this subject, I can 

only give a very brief run-through here. I know 

of just under 900 of these things – which 

might sound a lot, but you must remember 

that probably millions were produced and 

therefore we have only a very small sample to 

work with. Also, the bronze helmets tend to 

survive rather better than those made from 

iron. By far the largest group of helmets to 

have survived are the Montefortino types, 

with around 300 known examples. Unless the 

iron helmets have been preserved under very 

special conditions, they are liable to be little 

more than stains in the earth in which they 

were buried. The next article will deal with the 

Roman cavalry helmets. Stay tuned! —MT 

group, as we shall see. 

The next group are rather more numer-

ous and were termed by Robinson the 

“Imperial Gallic” types. With but a single ex-

ception, they are all made of iron. Robinson 

recognised no less than 11 sub-types here. 

The major innovations are (a) the front of the 

helmet ‘crown’ sports a pair of ‘eyebrows’, 

beaten out from the inside of the bowl, (b) 

there is a prominent neck guard, which grew 

wider and more angled with time, (c) the rear 

of the helmet bowl has a series of ‘steps’ and 

these may have served to limit the force of a 

blow, flexing to absorb it, (d) again, there 

were steps on the neck guard itself, probably 

for the same purpose and (e) the shape of 

the cheek guards was slightly different and 

were often decorated with fancy rivets, some 

of which had coral inlays and (f) the helmet 

bowl was closer to the head than in previous 

types, with the ears outside; these were pro-

tected by copper alloy fitments that were 

riveted to the sides of the helmet bowl.  

Figure 5 shows just two of these sub-

types, “A” on the left and “C” on the right. 

This type of helmet remained in use for a 

considerable time and underwent several 

developments. For example, in the early 2nd 

CAD, iron bars were riveted across the crown 

of the helmets. There is a thought that this 

might have been done as a counter to the two

-handed scythe wielded by Dacian warriors in 

Trajan’s Dacian Wars (102-06 AD). Another 

change was that copper alloy shapes (e.g. a 

temple pediment) were soldered to the hel-

met crown. These could only have been for 

decoration as it’s difficult to see how 

they could have increased the effec-

tiveness of the helmet in any way. 

By the mid-3rd CAD things were 

not going well for the Romans. The 

legionary heavy infantry, at which the 

Romans had excelled for more than 

two centuries, were no longer the 

“Queen of the Battlefield” that they 

once were. Cavalry were now the 

Phone: (570) 742-8118 

The Red Lancers 

RO M A N  M I L I TA RY  H E A D G E A R   ( C O N T I N U E D … )  

Figure 6 

By the mid-3rd CAD things were 
not going well for the Romans... 

Figure 5 

https://redlancers.com/
https://redlancers.com/
lastcavalry.com
http://www.ferminiatures.com/
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The Condottieri were in charge of the 

military forces of an Italian city-state, either 

mercenaries hired by the state in a 

“compagnie de ventura” or locals of usually 

knightly rank. The word derives from condot-

ta, or contract. Stories of condottieri in the 

conflicts of the competing Italian states domi-

nate the history of the period. Sir John Hawk-

wood, Lord Meo di Deo, and Musio Attendolo  

were some of the personalities who com-

manded the “Free Companies”. By 1430, 

however, the military forces had become 

state administered, almost national armies, 

with the condottieri at their head. Italy is dot-

ted with equestrian statues of these great 

captains sculpted by some of the finest art-

ists of the early Renaissance period.   

Osprey’s Medieval Italian Armies 1300-

1500 has a plate with an Italian knight from 

1460 in a pose similar to Pegaso’s figure. 

Both the Osprey plate and the Pegaso figure 

were probably inspired by Paolo Ucello’s  

“Rout of San Romano”, c. 1460. Although the 

kit is labeled as year 1430 (the battle was in 

Birch Tree Enterprises 
First Choice in Display Bases 

John Jefferies 
Phone: (516) 662-5281   E-mail: birchtreejohn@aol.com 

Mike Fleckenstein 
Photographer 

mikefphoto.com 

PEGASO ’S  CONDOTTIERE  
Reviewed by David Hoffman 

The first time I saw a photo of Pegaso’s 

90mm Italian Condottiere I was struck by 

both the beauty of the sculpting and the unu-

sual pose. Animation has become synony-

mous with Pegaso, and this figure was no 

exception. Despite my reservations on the 

stability and balance of the rearing horse, I 

couldn’t resist purchasing this kit.  

The kit was a collaborative project. Luca 

Marchetti sculpted the rider and harness, 

while the horse was sculpted by Andrea Iotti. 

Perhaps a little on the small side for a  90mm 

compared to others I have done, it builds up 

to an impressive figure that rivals any mount-

ed medieval kit currently available. 

Condottieri and the Italian City-States 
Both Germany and Italy dominated ar-

mor production during the 15th century, with 

the Italian Milanese winning out in popularity.  

Because of this, I had the option of painting 

the figure with the heraldry of various coun-

tries, but I chose to keep to an Italian theme. 

Milanese Condottieri, ca. 1450 A.D.  

Manufacturer: Pegaso 

Size/Scale: 90mm 

Sculptor: Luca Marchetti and Andrea Iotti 

Order code: PEG-90901  

“Rout of San Romano” c. 1460 by Paolo Ucello, currently on display 

at the National Gallery in London 

Plate from Osprey’s Men-At-Arms Series  

“Italian Medieval Armies 1300-1500” 

http://www.sentinelminiatures.com/
http://www.thelittletinsoldier.com/
http://armandbayardi.com/
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
https://www.mikefphoto.com/
https://www.mikefphoto.com/
http://www.alexandrosmodels.com
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1432), the armor depicted in the paint-

ing may have been contemporary to the 

later date when Ucello painted it. The 

designs in the Osprey example are fairly 

simple and I was tempted to copy them, 

but I wanted to do something different. I 

was intrigued by the Devouring Serpent 

arms of the Visconti of Milan, and after 

consultation with Agustin Rodriguez 

(who’s expertise on things medieval is 

legendary in the miniature community) I 

was able to come up with the colorful 

heraldry depicted in my version. When I 

told Augie of my interest in the Devouring 

Serpent motif, he said the Viscontis were 

granted the right to bear the Imperial 

eagle of the Holy Roman Empire and 

they did so quartered with the devouring 

serpent, which sold me on the idea. He 

also gave me some valuable insight into 

the armor and history of the period.  

The book Heraldry: Sources, Sym-

bols, and Meaning by Ottfried Neubecker 

(1976 McGraw-Hill) contains several 

examples of Visconti’s crest from both 

1395 and 1495. Unfortunately, Neu-

becker’s book is no longer in print, but it 

is well worth looking for if you’re interest-

ed in heraldry. 

Ultimately, I decided to portray a 

condottiere of Francesco Sforza (1401-

1466), soon after his conquest of Milan 

and assumption of the title of Duke of 

Milan in 1450. The Sforzas became heir 

to the house of Visconti and took over 

the Visconti arms. Rising from the ranks 

of the Condottieri, he was known as a 

cunning and audacious commander 

PEGASO ’S  CONDOTTIERE  ( C O N T I N U E D . . . )  

whose acquisition of the duchy is a clas-

sic example of fifteenth century Italian 

politics and opportunism.  

A well engineered kit 
This kit comes with a 32 page book-

let (in Italian and English) with a short 

story detailing the period, four paint 

scheme suggestions, and a diagram of 

most of the parts and approximately 

where they belong. The engineering is 

good enough that you can dispense with 

the latter, in that irregular locating holes 

tell you what goes where. The sculpting 

of the armor was impressive with every 

tie-down and hinge beautifully done. The 

mail also was superbly executed along 

with the jeweled crest on the helmet 

(armet) with plumes. All the other items 

are well sculpted, with the trappers and 

the figure’s giornea (a sideless tabard-

like garment) having an excellent flowing 

quality. The saddle also deserves men-

tion as a fine piece of sculpting where 

the padded design has been reproduced 

to perfection. The tail, loosely knotted, is 

a masterpiece and a pleasure to paint, 

as is the horse itself. 

  Tips on putting it together 
The casting is relatively free of im-

perfection enabling it to be polished for 

later painting. The seam lines are unob-

trusive and minimal, but some areas 

gave me problems, especially on the 

pauldrons and horse tail. The join be-

tween the horse’s neck and chest was 

especially troublesome, requiring some 

A&B putty to fix. 

One of the difficult tasks was adding 

the peytral (chest armor) to the horse.  

This comes in three pieces and a sym-

metrical fit is mandatory. There is no 

provision for securing it to the horse 

except for straps to the neck; these are 

not supplied and I used lead foil. I drilled 

and pinned the three piece assembly to 

the horse’s left foreleg where the bottom 

makes contact with the leg. I also took 

the precaution of pinning the three piece 

right arm as the weight of the lance 

would put a lot of stress on the assem-

bly, especially if you opt for a banner.  

After pre-fitting the vambrace and hand I 

drilled out the locating pins and replaced 

these with brass rod. The lance is cast 

into the hand and wasn’t a problem, but 

as usual for a long piece like this it need-

ed some minor straightening. All other 

construction went smoothly, and I liked 

the fact that steel rods are cast in the 

lower legs of the horse to prevent the 

horse from settling. The bottom of the 

tail also secures to the base for extra 

security. 

Tips on painting 

The horse does seem small com-

pared to the rider, but the crouched and 

rearing stance is partly to blame. The 

horse is completely sculped and covering 

it with the trappers and armor almost 

seems a shame. It would be possible to 

leave the trappers and peytral off, but 

the chanfron and crinet are part of the 

casting and would need to be left on. 

Much of the art and equestrian statuary 

of this period portray Italian knights in 

this manner and this is an option to con-

sider if you want to avoid painting a lot of 

heraldry.  

Depiction of the biscione swallowing a child, the coat of arms 

of the House of Visconti, on the Archbishop's palace in Piazza 

Duomo in Milan, Italy  

Visconti coat of arms at Sforza Castle in Milan, Italy  

Execution of the final design. It would be possible to leave the 
trappers and peytral off… 

if  you want to avoid painting a 
lot of  heraldry. 
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PEGASO ’S  CONDOTTIERE  ( C O N T I N U E D . . . )  

I chose to prime and paint the horse 

prior to adding the trappers and peytral 

which unavoidably covered a lot of the 

work. The trapper’s two halves should be 

assembled, sanded, and primed prior to 

adding them to the horse. I recommend 

painting the insides of the armor plate 

that goes underneath the trappers prior 

to attaching them to the horse, as the fit 

is good enough to add these later. 

After assembly but before adding 

the horse’s tail, I tackled the major work 

of the piece in painting the heraldry. 

For the knight there is really not 

much to paint once you have finished 

the armor. The figure was painted sepa-

rately after “impaling” it on a steel rod.  

The stirrups and sword were added last 

after assembly of the figure to the horse. 

I painted the face first before assembling 

the armet (helmet) and the engineering 

makes it easy to do this. Of course you 

have the realistic option of keeping the 

visor closed, but the face is well sculpted 

and I liked the idea of having the eyes 

looking askance at whatever has 

spooked the horse and rider.  

Creating a more supportive base 

The base is very well done but the 

legs did not match the locating holes. I 

used the base as a foundation for my 

own groundwork instead of weakening 

the legs by bending them to make them 

fit the holes.  I also felt that raising the 

right rear leg of the horse a little would 

help in giving it more balance. Using A&B 

putty to build up and expand the rocks 

on the base, I then took some real rocks 

to apply texture to the A&B.  

Worth the challenge 
This project was difficult, even for a 

mounted figure. There is a lot to paint 

and put together, so careful planning 

and execution is required. The pose has 

grown on me, and although initially ap-

pearing off balance, this is the nature of 

a well animated piece. One of my biggest 

problems was selecting the best viewing 

angle, and I would suggest a round base 

for this reason. This figure also begs for 

a companion piece for a possible vi-

gnette. I would recommend this kit to 

experienced modelers and you will be 

well rewarded with a very beautiful fig-

ure. A piece like this is a challenge, 

where creativity goes hand in hand with 

research, making the possibilities and 

variations almost endless. This is part of 

the appeal of medieval figures. Overall, 

Pegaso’s Condottiere is a very nice figure 

and well worth the effort. —DH 

Heraldry: Sources, Symbols, and Meaning 

By Ottfried Neubecker, 288pp. McGraw-Hill Book Co (UK), 

1976 

(from the jacket) “Heraldry is a thorough and richly illus-

trated history of the system, the art, and the craft that have 

grown from the honoured office of the herald. Each of the 

book’s nine chapters explores one major element of heraldry, 

bringing a new order and clarity to the intricate, spectacular 

development of this ancient—and now worldwide—system of 

identification…. 

...The book contains an extensive and thorough display 

of heraldic devices and historical illustrations, 1500 of 

which are in full colour, and there are many specially com-

missioned maps, charts, and diagrammatic drawings.” 

A Resource Worth Finding... 



17 

THE DISPATCH—OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER SOCIETY 

September  2018,  Volume 57,  Issue 9  

CAMP  L IFE  IN  THE  F IRST  V IRGINIA   
B Y  J E N N Y  Y O U N G ,  L O N G T I M E  N C M S S  M E M B E R  

and have fun; in fact, the First Virginia 

does relatively little live firing on a regi-

mental basis. We don’t care much for 

parades, either; the George Washing-

ton’s Birthday Parade in Alexandria, Vir-

ginia is about the only one we turn out 

for, partly in hopes of recruiting new 

members and partly because Alexandri-

ans did contribute a nice chunk of mon-

ey toward the purchase of the Regi-

ment’s artillery piece. 

What this unit excels in is the accu-

rate portrayal of a Continental Army 

camp, complete with tents, cooking 

equipment, period food, and women. 

Yes, women, “camp followers”, but not 

the prostitutes that later held that no-

menclature. George Washington’s camp 

followers were the wives of soldiers, and 

each was authorized half the rations of a 

man as long as she had a husband in 

the army. But if he was killed, she either 

found a new husband or left the camp. 

They weren’t officers’ ladies, usually, 

they were just poor souls with no home 

because the British took over their town 

or the Tories ran them out or some other 

misfortune. And they worked. So do the 

women of the First Virginia — believe me! 

It’s no great pleasure prodding a reluc-

tant, smoking fire or tending to a stew on 

a hot summer’s day, but they get out and 

do it. If you ask them why, they’ll proba-

bly say, “oh, I enjoy it”. God bless ‘em! 

We couldn’t do what we do without them. 

And in most cases, they are the wives or 

daughters or mothers of our soldiers. 

The First Virginia is a family affair. 

The unit is chiefly an infantry regi-

ment—actually about the size of a com-

pany—but it has had a rifle “company” 

and still has a three-pounder “grass-

hopper” fieldpiece, to which has just 

been added a mortar. Occasionally one 

or two dragoons participate, but the 

number of places allowing horses is 

small, so the part-time dragoons spend 

most of their time at other duties. But 

when they are available, they are inevita-

bly crowd-pleasers. To children especial-

ly, there is something thrilling about the 

sight of horses, and since both horses 

are of excellent disposition, they are 

usually surrounded by “petters”. 

The infantry’s drills have changed in 

keeping with the changes of the war. 

They started out following the British 

manual of 1764, which was supplanted 

in ‘78 by von Steuben’s drill. Uniforms, 

too, have changed from the early linen 

hunting shirt—relatively cheap and easy 

to make—to the woolen Regimental coat 

now in use for most events. Materials 

and styles must be authentic; periodic 

inspections reveal any “farby” items 

which must be eliminated from the sol-

dier’s or camp-follower’s turnout. (A farb 

is someone who does not dress or be-

have authentically. The derivation of the 

word is unknown to the author!) 

The shoes are the most difficult 

item to find. Woe unto the man or wom-

an who shows up in crepe soles or penny 

loafers! Many of us have turned to the 

two Regimental cordwainers—leather 

workers—or to a few “sutlers” who carry 

period shoes, but they are not cheap. 

How many people today have gone to a 

shoemaker and been fitted for shoes or 

boots and had them custom made? 

The artillery piece first used by the 

The following article is from John Sloan’s 

magazine Gorget and Sash, Volume II, 

Issue 2 published in 1987. 

In 1975 a group of individuals, inter-

ested in celebrating the nation’s Bicen-

tennial in a unique and exciting way or-

ganized and incorporated the First Virgin-

ia Regiment of the Continental Line 

(Recreated). It was formed as a non-

profit organization designed primarily to 

educate a surprisingly ignorant public as 

to the life of an American soldier during 

the Revolutionary War. Ignorant? Yes, 

while people are familiar with Colonial-

style housing, reproduction furniture, 

and Colonial Williamsburg, we found 

many misconceptions concerning the 

Continental soldier. No, the entire revolu-

tion was not fought and won in Massa-

chusetts; your average colonial soldier 

did not come from big plantations; and 

they were not half-naked and starving all 

the time. Inevitably someone will ask 

whether we are Yankees or Rebels. 

There just hasn’t been that much popu-

lar interest in our Revolution. It was our 

desire to correct some of these miscon-

ceptions. We would not be “bullets and 

booze” soldiers, who so often show up at 

black powder shoots where the primary 

purpose is to show one’s marksmanship 

Jenny Young from a previous Gorget and Sash article, courtesy of John Sloan. 

Woe unto the man or woman 
who shows up in crepe soles 

or penny loafers!  
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tions and explain what is going on. Occa-

sionally the camp will explode into activi-

ty as a soldier is dragged in for punish-

ment (gambling is a frequent offense) or 

a couple of camp wenches engage in 

screaming matches or water fight. The 

camp children haul water or play 18th 

century games. 

The celebration of “Yorktown ‘81” 

was the biggest event of the Bicentenni-

al, at least for the troops. The first Virgin-

ia’s commanding officer, Major Thomas 

Deakin, had the unenviable position of 

coordinating troop activities with the 

National Park Service and helped select 

which of the many units applying had to 

be turned down. The Park Service, be-

cause of budget, security, and other 

reasons, had to set a limit of 4,000 par-

ticipants, and only authentically attired 

regiments were considered. For four 

days— October 16th through 19th, 1981 

—the enormous camps were set up at 

Yorktown and run as a military organiza-

tion. And remember, these are all, except 

First Virginia proved to be unauthentic, 

so it was returned to its owner and mon-

ey was raised to purchase a replica built 

to National Park service specifications. It 

is an infantry-support weapon which can 

be easily maneuvered on the field; it is 

based upon several captured from the 

British at Saratoga and so much admired 

by the American army that copies were 

made for American use. 

While we enjoy participating in bat-

tle re-enactments such as Monmouth 

(‘78) and Guilford Courthouse (‘81), 

most of the Regiment’s activities are on 

a level described as “tactical demonstra-

tions”. We usually set up a camp, 

demonstrate infantry and artillery drill, 

and perhaps, if “enemy” troops are also 

participating, have a mock battle to 

demonstrate battle tactics. Within the 

confines of the camp, only 18th century 

behavior and equipment are permitted. If 

you want to smoke a cigarette, step out-

side the ropes. “Interpreters” stand by 

the ropes to respond to spectators’ ques-

for the Old Guard, volunteer, just-for-fun 

outfits. By the end of the four days, we 

not only looked like 18th century sol-

diers, we smelled like them as well! That 

was truly “living history”. — J. Young 

Yorktown Celebrates 200th Anniversary 
Prior to the 200th anniversary commemoration of the Battle of Yorktown, the National Park Service published an article about the re-

enactors and the history of the battle in the September 1981 issue of the Courier (the National Park Service Newsletter) Vol.4, No.9. The 

pictures below are from the article and were taken by Richard Frear. To read the full article, click HERE 

http://npshistory.com/newsletters/courier/courier-v4n9.pdf
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NCMSS 57 T H  A N N UA L  W A S H I N G T O N  S H OW  
Gallery - Photos by Mike Fleckenstein 

Best of Show–Most Popular,  Alexander at Issus by Greg Difranco (Flat Diorama, photo by Greg Difranco) 

Best of Show—Judges, Officer, Chasseurs a Cheval by David Hoffman 

Best Gundam, G Gundam by Nick Stracchia, (photo by Nick Stracchia)  

Best Ordnance, Armor Career by Robert Huettner 

Best WWI, Australian Imperial Force 

by Greg Difranco 
Best U.S. Marine, R. Lee Ermy by Ed Schaefer 

 

Best of Show Awards—Photo by James Richey 
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Gallery - Photos by Mike Fleckenstein 
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Gallery - Photos by Mike Fleckenstein 
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The Washington Armor Club local 

chapter of the Armor Modeling and 

Preservation Society is dedicated to 

modeling miniature armored fighting 

vehicles, figures, ordnance, diora-

mas… and promoting historic military 

vehicle restoration. For more infor-

mation, visit their national AMPS 

website. 

“Our main goal is to show you how much 

fun model railroading is!” 

Visit their website at NVNTrak.org for 

more information. 

N C M S S  5 7 T H  A N N UA L  W A S H I N G T O N  S H OW  
Gallery - Photos by Mike Fleckenstein 

https://www.amps-armor.org/SiteMain/Main.aspx
https://www.amps-armor.org/SiteMain/Main.aspx
https://www.amps-armor.org/SiteMain/Main.aspx
http://www.mamasboyz.org/
http://www.nvntrak.org/home
http://www.nvntrak.org/home
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BAC K  PAGE  Club website: 

ncmssclub.org 
2018 NCMSS Officers 

 
Commanding Officer  Burt Thompson   907-957-0607 

thompsonnu84@gmail.com 
Executive Officer  Joe Bles   301-490-6769 
gyrinejoe@aol.com  

Adjutant   Tim Stormer   703-560-8904 

adjutanttim@gmail.com       (acting until Volunteer appears) 

Paymaster   Darci Hoffman   240-912-6499 

dkdickens-h@comcast.net  
Show Chairman  Burt Thompson   907-957-0607  

Thompsonnu84@gmail.com    

Vendor Chairman          Grant Berry   301-829-6110 
Granthberry@aol.com  

Webmaster   Mike Fleckenstein 540-498-0162 

modlrfleck@yahoo.com   
Dispatch Editor  David Hoffman    240-912-6499 

bpchasseur@comcast.net   

Club Facebook: 

NCMSS  

Advertising Policy 

 
The Dispatch does not accept paid 

advertising; but will accept, without 

obligation and on a “first come-first 

served” + space available contingency, 

business cards or ads for miniature, toy 

soldier, plastic model and similar shows 

submitted by NCMSS members of other 

clubs, associations, or businesses that 

the NCMSS has an association with.  

 

Ads for shows must be submitted by 

the 15th of the month for a show sched-

uled for the following month.   Business 

cards may be submitted for continuous 

running, subject to space availability.  

Members may also submit sale/want 

ads as desired.  Ads or business cards 

in compliance with this policy and 

printed in The Dispatch do not repre-

sent an official endorsement by the 

NCMSS.; nor does NCMSS endorse 

specific shows or vendors.  
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https://www.ncmssclub.org/
mailto:thompsonnu84@gmail.com
mailto:gyrinejoe@aol.com
mailto:adjutanttim@gmail.com
mailto:dkdickens-h@comcast.net
mailto:Thompsonnu84@gmail.com
mailto:Granthberry@aol.com
mailto:modlrfleck@yahoo.com
mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/NCMSS-National-Capitol-Model-Soldier-Society-1560549537336018/
http://www.pegasomodels.com/
http://www.pegasomodels.com/
https://www.ebay.com/str/valentinasminiatures

