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THE  D ISPATCH  

E D I T O R ’S  CO R N E R  

Welcome to another is-

sue of The Dispatch. This 

month we were overflowing 

with content. We really appre-

ciate the great contributions 

from our members and look 

forward to sharing these arti-

cles through the year. For 

example, you will see more 

articles from Mike Thomas, 

Rick Sanders, and Tim Storm-

er in this issue and more to 

follow in the months to come. 

We have gotten good 

feedback from our members 

and friends, including the 

folks at MMSI. In some ways 

this is a very good recruiting 

tool and encourage everyone 

to share the Dispatch with 

their friends. We have been 

posting links from the NCMSS 

Facebook page and our own 

FB timelines as well. I’d like to 

think we have increased en-

thusiasm for the hobby and 

made some new friends. 

One area I’d like to ask 

for support is letting me know 

of hobby related events in the 

upcoming year, so I can post 

them here and on or website 

for everyone’s benefit. While 

we do our best to research 

these, this needs to be a 

team effort to encompass all 

that is out there. Our pres-

ence at these events also 

serves to help the growth of 

our club and the hobby, too.  

Thanks and happy holidays!   

David Hoffman, 

bpchasseur@comcast.net 

Greetings Teammates! 
Trust you all had a great 

Thanksgiving with family and 

friends! I hope everyone is 

feeling artistic as it is a great 

time of year to get at your 

creating and painting!   

 

Had a great time at 

the Mauradercon 2018 with 

Joe Bles and Jim Richey. Jim 

and I came home with eight 

awards between us! They had 

over 500 entries on the tables 

with some great work by 

some very talented artists!  

A number of shows are 

coming up, so get busy with 

your workbench projects. We 

have the Old Dominion Open 

on 24 February and the MFCA 

Show 12-13 April at the 

Radisson-Philadelphia North-

east. Both are great shows 

and we will sponsor an award 

for each.  

 

I look forward to seeing 

everyone at the December 

club meeting where we will 

have our Annual NCMSS Holi-

day Celebration ‘Pot-Luck’ 

Party on the 3rd Wednesday, 

19 December (a week earlier 

than normal). Bring a Food 

Dish to share with everyone, 

and bring in a “Gift Swap” 

present. Details to follow as 

Tim will send out an email to 

the membership.  

A special shout out to 

Dave Hoffman for his great 

work on the Dispatch and 

thanks to all the folks for 

stepping up to the plate for 

our monthly presentations.  

Darla, supported by Darci, will 

provide a presentation at the 

November club meeting on 

her experience/memories as 

a little girl during the WWII 

period. Thanks in advance for 

sharing Darla! 

 

Wishing for everyone a 

happy holiday season. I 

hope to see you all at the 

December meeting and 

party!  
 

Paint on! 

Burt  

COMMANDER ’S  CALL  
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MEETING MINUTES 

24 October 2018 

Networking & Setup 
[18:30-19:29] 

Attendees examined Parade-

Ground exhibits & talked fun 

interesting hobby issues. 

Call to Order 
NCMSS C.O. started meeting 

[19:30] 

Parade Ground 
[19:31-19:46] 

Gerry Joria; Greg Paspatis & 

Jenny Young; participated this 

month…..small but nice!!!! 

Mug-of-the-Month (MOTM) 

Award  

Gerry Joria won October 

MOTM award honors.  

(No Monthly Program con-

ducted)  

Old / New Business  
[19:47-20:52] 

Announcements 

1. Joe confirmed our Nov 

NCMSS club meeting date 

as 4th Wed, 28Nov; re-

questing change to incor-

rect date in NCMSS Web-

site….again we meet 

28 Nov, 4th Wednesday 

2. Joe & Tim will set up 

NCMSS display at Croften 

Community Library 1Nov @ 

11AM.  Display runs 1-

30Nov.  Feel free to partici-

pate, bring a model to 

share. 

3. Joe asked for scale model 

(WWI emphasis) support @ 

Living World International 

Christian Church service 

10-11:30 w/ model display 

afterwards to honor 

“American Veterans”. 

4. IPMS MauraderCon on 

November 17 at the Level 

Volunteer Fire Company, 

3633 Level Village Rd, 

Havre do grace, MD 

21078. Visit Marauder-

con.org for details. 

5. Darla will regale NCMSS 

members during the No-

vember club meeting with 

“WWII From a Child’s Per-

spective”.  Sounds very 

interesting and a different 

look at a major historical 

event. 

6. Quarterly SwapMeet 

/FleaMarket during Nov 

club meeting. Final chance 

to sell, swap, or give away 

those little gifts prior to the 

usual Dec ‘Big Gift ex-

change’ at home. Rick 

Sanders offered up lots of 

his ‘flats’ specialty + books 

early (since he came all the 

way up  from NC to visit his 

daughters-THX Rick, great 

to see you again). 

7. December club meeting 

we’ll host our Annual 

NCMSS Holiday Celebra-

tion ‘Pot-Luck’ Party 

*Please attend & bring a 

food dish large enough to 

share w/ everyone. 

*Joe also suggesting that 

we do a “little gift ex-

change” too …. Details to 

follow…. 

Discussions 

Tim asked for “meeting enter-

tainment ideas” 

*New member Nick offered to 

discuss Gundams (should be 

quite interesting) 

*Joe to alert us regarding new 

Peter Jackson movie using 

WWI original film/pix (see the 

September issue of the Dis-

patch for info) 

*Jenny offered up some ‘How-

To’ DVDs + mentioned 

‘African Masks’ exhibit @ 

Richmond VA Museum;  

*Gerry volunteering in Nation-

al Archives, will inform us 

later regarding future re-

search opportunities that will 

relate to our hobby interests. 

 

**Please let us know of any 

entertainment ideas you’re 

interested in. Better yet, vol-

unteer to share your 

knowledge with the club! 

Conclusion  

[20:56] 

After some final friendly inter-

member discussions, Meeting 

adjourned. 

Attendees 

Nick Strocchia, Gerry Joria, 

Jim Richey, Joe Bles, Darla 

Yaun, Warren Yaun, Greg 

Paspatis, Jenny Young, Mike 

Donohue, Rick Sanders (came 

up from NC to see us all), & 

Tim Stormer 

 

Submitted by Tim Stormer, 

NCMSS Adjutant 

<adjutanttim@gmail.com > 

703-560-8904 

CLUB NEWS 

October 

MOTM 

“Mug-of-the-Month” 

WINNER 

November  2018,  Volume 57,  Issue 11  

Quarterly Swap 

Meet 
Held during meetings 

Feb 

May 

Aug 

***Nov*** 
Bring items to sell, 

swap or give away! 

“Eugene Bullard and his 

WWI SPAD” 

by Gerry Joria 

http://maraudercon.org/
http://maraudercon.org/
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The National Capital 
Model Soldier Society 

  

Member benefits include: 

 Friendly monthly meetings where we 

share our knowledge of history, 

painting, and modeling 

 Monthly guest speakers 

 Painter’s Club—A monthly opportunity 

to get together with other painters to 

share tips and techniques 

 Monthly Dispatch newsletter 

 The NCMSS Washington Show  

 Affordable dues 
 

What are you waiting for? 

Welcome to the club! 

Postmen of the Skies: Cel-

ebrating 100 Years of Air-

mail Service 
Smithsonian National Postal 

Museum, 2 Massachusetts 

Ave., N.E. Washington, DC, 

thru May 27, 2019  

In 1918 the first regularly 

scheduled airmail service 

began operations. Planes 

carried mail between Wash-

ington, D.C., Philadelphia and 

New York City. The nation 

greeted the new service with 

enthusiasm...  

 

National Capital Model 

Soldier Society Holiday 

Party 
Thomas Edison High School 
5801 Franconia Road, Alex-

andria, VA, Room E-112 

December 19, 7:30pm  

Join us at our Annual 

NCMSS Holiday Celebration 

‘Pot-Luck’ Party on the third 

Wednesday in December (a 

week earlier than our normal 

meeting). Bring in a food dish 

to share and if you like bring a 

“Gift Swap” present! It’s a fun 

time and we look forward to 

celebrating the holidays again 

with you.  

EVENTS  AND  PLACES  

Click here:  https://www.ncmssclub.org/upcoming-events  for a more detailed Hobby Calendar on the NCMSS website. To add an 

event contact Adjutant Tim Stormer at adjutanttim@gmail.com 

Library Display—George 

Mason Regional Library 
7001 Little River Turnpike, 

Annandale, VA 

December (all month)  

Scotte Turner has re-

served two display cases for 

the NCMSS at the library for 

the month of December. 

Scotte will be there on De-

cember 1 to set this up. He 

mentioned he could pick up 

any figures you wish to show 

at our November meeting. 

Help the club promote the 

hobby by showing off your 

amazing work! If you’re inter-

ested, please email Scotte at 

<brickstattoolife@gmail.com> 

More information on 

times & location will be availa-

ble at our November meeting. 

Dealing with the WOW! factor 

After being “away” from 

the hobby for over a decade, I 

recently attended three figure 

events within the last six 

months; the 77th MFCA Phila-

delphia Show, the 57th Annu-

al NCMSS Washington Show, 

and the MMSI Chicago Show. 

My two biggest take-aways 

were that painting styles have 

evolved during the last dec-

ade and the quality of work 

has risen to new heights. For 

a beginner, it’s almost dis-

couraging. I can imagine that 

even long-time hobbyists 

must sometimes feel inade-

quate when they compare 

their work to what’s out there. 

A recent gaming forum 

post entitled “Feeling demor-

alized about my skill” sums it 

up fairly well. The poster stat-

ed that he was “in a bit of a 

rut” with his 

painting. He was 

frustrated, noting 

that for all his 

research and 

practicing tech-

niques, he just 

couldn’t “get the 

theory to take 

hold in reality…” 

He despaired of 

ever obtaining the 

painting skills that 

others have. Finally, he ended 

his post by asking, “How do 

you all deal with feelings of 

inadequacy in a hobby that's 

supposed to be a source of 

pleasure and relaxation?...” 

In response, one person 

shared a link to a recent Tab-

letop Minions video entitled 

Are You Mediocre at Your 

Hobby? In the video “Uncle 

Atom” gave some insights on 

how to take the stress out of 

the figure painting hobby. 

While he mainly talked about 

gaming miniatures, his sug-

gestions apply to figure paint-

ing in general.  

It’s supposed to be fun 

Perhaps Uncle Atom’s 

best piece of advice was to 

encourage people to read a 

recent New York Times opin-

ion piece In Praise of Medioc-

rity by Tim Wu. Wu’s assertion 

is that the pursuit of excel-

lence has had a negative 

impact on the enjoyment of 

hobbies.  

“If you’re a painter, 

you are no longer passing 

a pleasant afternoon, just 

you, your watercolors and 

your water lilies; you are 

trying to land a gallery 

KEEPING  IT  FUN  

Uncle Atom of Tabletop Minions gives some suggestions to those of 

us who need a little change in perspective. 

How do you all  
deal with feelings of  
inadequacy…? 

See Keeping it Fun 

 on page 4...  

https://www.ncmssclub.org/upcoming-events
mailto:adjutanttim@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbjpQ0HujNE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbjpQ0HujNE
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/29/opinion/sunday/in-praise-of-mediocrity.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/29/opinion/sunday/in-praise-of-mediocrity.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbjpQ0HujNE
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November 16 - 17 

show or at least garner a 

respectable social media 

following. When your iden-

tity is linked to your hob-

by… you’d better be good 

at it, or else who are you? 

Lost here is the gentle 

pursuit of a modest com-

petence, the doing of 

something just because 

you enjoy it, not because 

you are good at it. Hob-

bies, let me remind you, 

are supposed to be some-

thing different from work.” 

In essence, Wu says the goal 

of excellence that we impose 

on ourselves “...steals from us 

one of life’s greatest rewards 

— the simple pleasure of do-

ing something you merely, but 

truly, enjoy.”   

Value your own style 

So how do you relax and 

enjoy your hobby more? One 

way, according to Travis 

Keeler on his Hot Dice Minia-

tures blog, is to work on de-

veloping your own style rather 

than trying to emulate some-

one else’s. In his two-part 

discussion “Developing Your 

Own Miniature Painting 

Style”, Keeler talked about his 

development as a painter and 

how he began to realize that 

artistic styles used by “canvas 

painters” could be applied to 

miniatures. In Part 2 of the 

discussion he listed a com-

parison of the various figure 

painting styles. Although his 

write-up was gaming specific, 

a number of the concepts he 

outlined apply to figure paint-

ing in general. 

In response to Keeler, 

one reader made a comment 

that was actually somewhat 

insightful. he wrote,  

“...part of indulging in 

your own style is realizing 

that it won't be to every-

one's taste. If you depart 

from the accepted fads… 

then there will be a lot of 

people who don't love 

what you do. And that's 

totally fine. The key, ...is to 

find your own tangent, 

revel in it, and gradually 

make it a better version of 

itself. ...fine art painting 

styles [like Cloisonnism] 

have a lot to tell us about 

miniature painting." 

Experimenting with light 

From my strictly layman’s 

standpoint, painters are pay-

ing more attention to the ef-

fects of light and shadow than 

they did just ten years ago. If 

you’re looking to try some-

thing new, experimenting with 

light effects could provide 

that inspirational spark. 

Check out Kristian Simon-

sen’s article on Figurement-

ors.com: Using Object Source 

Lighting to Create Ambience–

“Shine a Light”. The article 

includes step-by-step photos 

of his process. 

In conclusion 

While the majority infor-

mation available online focus-

es on improving your tech-

niques, you’ll also find a gen-

eral consensus among hobby-

ists that enjoyment of paint-

ing is its own reward. The 

prevailing attitude is that the 

only person you need to im-

press is yourself; to concen-

trate more on having fun and 

to worry less about what other 

people think. Whether you’re 

a neophyte painter or an old 

hand, I think we can all bene-

fit from that piece of advice. 

—Darci H. 

New York Times graphic by Izhar Cohen from the “In Praise of Mediocrity” article by Tim Wu. 

KEEP I N G  IT  FU N  ( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  3 )  

Two intriguing examples of adventurous painting styles that play with light. The bust on the left gives 

the convincing illusion that the subject is bathed in the light of a fire. The flat on the right is painted 

in an impressionist style and mounted in front of a watercolor/pen & ink town scene.  

http://www.longislandmodelsoldiers.com/limcs_model_soldier_show.htm
http://www.longislandmodelsoldiers.com/limcs_model_soldier_show.htm
https://www.hotdiceminiatures.com/
https://www.hotdiceminiatures.com/
http://figurementors.com/using-object-source-lighting-create-ambience-shine-light
http://figurementors.com/using-object-source-lighting-create-ambience-shine-light
http://figurementors.com/using-object-source-lighting-create-ambience-shine-light
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A IR  & SCARE  SHOW  REPORT  

“Air & Scare”…What a Treat!!!!!!  
Words & musings by Tim Stormer, pic-

tures by Tim Barb 

‘Trick -or- Treat’ Halloween struck 

early this year with the UH-NASM (Udvar-

Hazy National Air & Space Museum, 

adjacent to Dulles Airport) hosting their 

great “Air & Scare” event all day Satur-

day, October 20th to the delight of many 

monsters… young & old alike…  

Northern Virginia Modelers (NVM) 

chapter of the International Plastic Mod-

elers Society (IPMS) (like many NCMSS 

folks, I also belong to several other gen-

res of hobby clubs) gets invited every 

year to show off with their fantastic dis-

play of scale models on viewing tables 

set up in the corridor between the SR-71 

Blackbird & the Shuttle for all attendees 

to examine……can you say that every 

visitor must pass by our display….YES!!!  

Adult visitors (mostly old boring males) 

seem attracted to the far-display-end 

containing myriad examples of….wait for 

it ….. AIRCRAFT ….. whilst the rest (mostly 

kids & moms & enlightened males) run 

down to my-end-of-the-display where my 

buddy Chinxy (as Star Trek Commander 

Data) & I show off our myriad weird crea-

tures & other such stuff more in keeping 

with the Halloween theme (Frankie, 

Drac, Wolfie, Gilly …. witches, the Hulk, 

sharks, paper car…).  HEY, to each their 

own…..eh????? 

Several of we NVM IPMS club model 

displayers also wore Halloween cos-

tumes in keeping with the fun spirit.   

NOTE: Since I had just undergone minor 

neck surgery 2 days prior, I could not 

create my usual ‘full-body-painted-up’ 

costume (…EEEUUUWWW ….now that 

visual is truly frightening)…HA!!!!  Instead 

I became a Wizard/Warlock for the day 

(thanks to borrowing a bit of my wife’s 

witch regalia + then adding some male 

bling); constantly zapping the minions & 

casting incantations upon them to come 

& gaze at our neat scale models as they 

streamed past our display tables set-up 

…… it really worked, some returned many 

times to re-enjoy our display over and 

over. 

There are always a number of really 

neat imaginative costumes seen on 

young & old attendees; some who just 

come-as-they-are; YET most visitors final-

ly appear to enjoy our static display of 

little aviation treasures + the wild & 

weird end too.  The living (or dead) tiny 

monsters would quickly appear & stare 

at our scale models, point & laugh at 

their favorites,  maybe ask a quick ques-

tion, then just as quickly depart to grab 

more candy…..a few would always try to 

run under the protective stanchions + 

ropes provided & grab a model (why we 

club members stood guard all day)…...  

Candy, Costumes, Models, the Real 

Things … SWEET!!!!!!! 

I am always thrilled to enjoy a full 

day of mini-celebrations…hey, airport 

secret back-gate entry, free parking on 

the landing strip out back of the muse-

um, entry through the side door sans any 

security pat-down/MRI….neat; however, 

the bummer lunch provided this year 

was ‘a bowl of popcorn + mini cheese & 

crackers’….(NOT up to their previous 

tasty sandwich-based fare), usually you 

can get a few break-sessions-from-

model-display-guard-duty allowing me to 

go & gawk at the precious museum car-

go of aerial/spacial vehicles & support-

ing technology on display […YES, several 

of my very own real work projects which I 

had worked on/managed developing 

components & payloads as a principal 

engineer/project manager are still em-

balmed there…amazing that they are 

considered interesting enough to be 

preserved & shared with the public + I 

then recognize that I am still alive to 

enjoy that fact…..HA!!!!.…way too much 

info…stories maybe another time]. 

It was pandemonium from the get-

go starting at opening time out at the 

UH-NASM facility as bazillions of mini-

Here are some neat costumes seen on young & old…. 

The Warlock himself, casting away! 
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writing’; make a ‘space spinner’; take an 

animated ride on the ‘shuttle’ -and/or- a 

vehicle on Mars … always stopping by 

the myriad ‘candy stations’ to refuel ….. 

Did I say a lot of refined sugar was 

handed out……by the bucketful ….by the 

ton!!!  While I was happy to see the itty-

bitty creatures having fun costuming 

around; … getting hooked on sugar at 

such an early age….not really good for 

any of us…(think obesity, diabetes, tooth 

decay…).  BUT then me realizing that I 

would be able to easily depart afterwards 

at day’s end & return to my quiet home 

just knowing that that sugar-shock-binge 

soon would be wearing off the tykes 

….yikes……ah, priceless!! 

OK, OK, I am an avowed airplane 

junkie!!!  As a kid I snuck into the old 

Silver Hill/Gerber restoration facility reg-

ularly until they gave me small jobs to 

do, I built many balsa & tissue flying rigs, 

did the regular plastic model creations 

too (NO, I did NOT blow them all up….); 

my dad 1st flew me in a Piper J3….I was 

hooked!!  I became a military opera-

tor+intelligence asset+professional aero-

space engineer (among other role-

playing gigs), enjoyed jumping out of all 

sorts of air vehicles (during military oper-

ations & then during my civilian stint), 

was flown all around the world in various 

air vehicles (took a Concord once to Eu-

rope) while doing interesting work-

projects (…examining opponent’s real air 

vehicles/doing reverse-engineering …. 

more weird stories for another time…), 

did some pleasure trips too; I eventually 

A IR  & SCARE  SHOW  REPORT  ( C O N T I N U E D …)  

monsters accompanied by their parents 

(some who also wore great costumes) 

began running through the hallowed 

corridors of real air & space craft …. 

scaring themselves/everyone else, show-

ing off their costumes to all (great ideas 

for next year).  Then participating in the 

vast array of entertaining activities pro-

vided for the munchkins & friends.  

Some even stopped to gawk at the actu-

al museum display items themselves, if 

only for that very brief interlude….  Don’t 

forget that MARS Corp handed out end-

less amounts of “tooth-decay-in-the-

larvae-stage” (think M&Ms; Milky-Way; 3 

Musketeers; Skittles; Snickers; Twix; oh 

my……).  Do your teeth ache yet…….?? 

STAR WARS good guys & the bad-

dies showed up en mass along w/ R2D2, 

C3PO & BB8 (RC versions) to enthrall the 

mini-folk who were invited to pose with 

their heroes -or- enemies.   Lots of fun 

Games & Experiments provided 

‘scientific education’ to the little ones 

(while being well hidden within some 

delightful experiences & cool things for 

the munchkins to do & build): mask-

making; bottle-rocket-launches & races; 

run through the fireman’s obstacle 

course; play video games/do a flight 

simulator run; walk through the Star 

Wars basecamp set-up & get to touch 

the uniforms + equipments; watch RC 

aircraft demos; build something at 

LEGOs station; a tot dress-up area; stop 

by for story-telling adventures/puppet 

show; pose for pictures w/ the ‘rents 

(digital versions of stick-your-head-into-a 

pre-posed-figure placard); practice ‘quill 

got my pilot license & just did relaxing-

fun-flying occasionally visiting the aero-

batics box south of the Warrenton Air-

park strip (where I was hangared); was 

also fortunate enough to actually con-

struct 2 homebuilt experimental 1:1 

scale airplanes (…1 of them was actually 

built in my living room much to the de-

light of my wife…HA!!!), flew them around 

the rural DC areas for a few years of just 

plain fun aerial adventures (like taking 

aerial motorcycle jaunts)….  Alas, 1st) 

real work consumed me 24X7X365 until 

I finally retired & by then… 2nd) my body 

finally failed me miserably a while ago 

rendering me no longer able to be the 

PIC (Pilot in Command)…. NOTE: bad 

vertigo, cataracts, neck/arm nerve dam-

age/pain, growing hearing loss in my 

remaining good ear, installation of a 

pacemaker, severe arthritis, damaged 

joints + some other unmentionable body 

organ health maladies developing within 

are NOT your friend & will cause you to 

fail your medical!!  

SO I am now the consummate 

ground-based aviation geek while at the 

UH-NASM (or the downtown US Mall DC-

NASM facility as well…).  I always intend 

to use my brief break-times staring at 

most of the displayed museum items yet 

again & reading those explanation plac-

ards for the umpteenth time hoping to 

elicit some new tidbit/confirm memories 

…. ah, the penultimate wonderful 

busman’s holiday!!!!!  

However, this year I found myself 

working literally all day providing GUARD 

Near our NVM IPMS display w/ Shuttle in background…told 

you that everyone passed by our display…. 

Samples of our NVM IPMS display …aircraft + the Halloween stuff 
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Darci); I initially intended to just enjoy 

participating in this Halloween revelry 

itself doing a mini ParadeGround of sorts 

with my IPMS club by exhibiting my very 

weird but hopefully lovable collection of 

figures & other thingies & then walk 

around seeing what else popped up …… 

OK, OK, then I felt that sharing this event 

with NCMSS members might be fun & 

decided to write up a brief HobbyEvents 

article for submission to the Dis-

patch……. REMEMBER: we all need to 

provide David with lots of Hobby-related 

reading materials for insertion into your 

Dispatch; his task is NOT to entertain us 

all by himself …… it is your job to partici-

pate too !!!!!!!!! 

My VERY BEST TREAT was a sur-

prise visit from my 23-mo-old grand-

daughter Freya …… accompanied by my 

daughter & son-in-law……YES!!!!!  Freya 

enjoyed the actual museum stuff itself & 

most of the Halloween antics BUT 

seemed just a bit overwhelmed by all the 

frantic activity. She was so cute in her 

“True” costume (an animated show char-

A IR  & SCARE  SHOW  REPORT  ( C O N T I N U E D …)  
DUTY (did not get as many breaks as 

usual) … SOOO my failing 

head/neck/back/hip/knees/ankle joints 

were really screaming out later in the 

afternoon, I seriously considered packing 

it in early & departing for home while still 

capable of movement …... 

More germane to our hobby inter-

ests, there are also a number of interest-

ing scale models on display addressing 

numerous aviation/space topics…mostly 

reflecting air vehicles…not a lot of minia-

ture figures appearing BUT there were 

lots of 1:1 scale flight suits, vehicles, 

engines, payloads, sensors, other aero-

nautical gadgets, etc to use as great 

references for your next figure -and/or- 

scale model projects……… 

Since I have relinquished my 

NCMSS Dispatch Editorial duties into the 

very capable hands of David Hoffman 

(with assistance from his charming wife 

acter that she is allowed to periodically 

watch).  However, she also was not quite 

sure why “Gampa” was wearing a weird 

witchy hat, an eye mask, strange black 

robe…(pic compliments of my daughter) 

Unfortunately, I personally got no 

additional pictures of the revelry & ad-

ventures (a senior moment + equipment 

failure) to share……; however, Tim Barb 

(IPMS chapter Treasurer) graciously 

shared his pix with me (us)….THX, Tim!! 

Too bad IF you missed this family 

experience this year!!  Please come & 

join in the fun next year … even if you 

have to pay the exorbitant $15 parking 

fee to enter the FREE MUSEUM……You 

will experience a joyful adventure & get 

to examine aviation history in 3D to 

boot!!!! —Tim Stormer 

[She] was not quite sure 
why “Gampa” was wear-
ing a weird witchy hat, 
an eye mask, strange 
black robe…  

PAPER  PAPER  EVERYWHERE !  
International Paper Modelers 

Convention report by Tim Stormer  

 

FREE to Attendees!!!!  That should 

get your attention…eh?  How can you 

beat that price to go enjoy yourself gawk-

ing at scale models …. rendered 100% 

from paper…yes, paper!!! 

The annual International Paper 

Modelers Convention was hosted out at 

the Hampton Inn & Suites in Sterling, VA 

on Saturday, October 27th all day…..hot 

on the trail after last Saturday’s ‘Air & 

Scare’ treat was held just down the road 

at the UH-NASM……WOW!!!!!!!! Their 

2018 Special Theme was “Something 

Fishy”… yep, anything aquatic (critters, 

vehicles, story-line vignettes, etc)… 

I go each year hoping to find a new 

treasure to construct -OR- add to my 

growing ‘closet paper kit stack’ [you can 

get a whole lot more of these potential 

models stored up in a very small amount 

of space in your hobby room/area vs the 

usual big-boxes housing plastic /resin 

/metal versions].  HUM, I could also use 

The  show’s theme was “Something Fishy” 

including anything aquatic 

See Paper Paper Everywhere! 

 on Page 20... 

this hobby genre as a good reason /ex-

cuse to purchase that Silhouette Cameo 

3 cutter machine & get it to do lots of 

that intricate cutting of said flat parts 

(….enjoyed the recent NVM IPMS club 

discussion/demo of these devices (the 

Cameo 3 along w/ similar Cricket device) 

which the modelers used for making 

decals & canopy airbrushing masks… 

Me, I want it to cut out my parts for me)) 

….YES!!!! 

Easy to find kits online! 
NOTE: you can buy ready-to-make 

paper kits from hobby companies -OR- 

download kit files off internet (for-a-fee -

and/or- for-free versions available).  You 

then print them out on your own home 

device of choice; maybe try creating your 
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display of models depicting United 

States military events, aircraft, armor, 

vehicles, ships, figures and dioramas.  

Thanks to Joe participants included 

Joe, Dave Hoffman, Norb Lustine, Steve 

Buter of the Maryland Automotive Model-

ing Association, along with Brian Cable 

and Rafe Morrisey of the Central Mary-

land IPMS. Bruce Feinburg, a retired art 

teacher, brought an impressive and pop-

ular display of his large scratchbuilt and 

converted figures from American Military 

history. These included figures from the 

Civil War, a Harlem Hellfighter from WWI, 

and a WWII Tuskegee Airman. The veter-

VETERANS  DAY  REMEMBRANCE  
NCMSS Displays at Veteran’s Day 

Brunch  
NCMSS’s very own Joe Bles orga-

nized a hobby display at a Veteran’s Day 

commemoration on Sunday, November 

11, 2018 held at the Living Word Inter-

national Christian Church in Silver 

Spring, Maryland.  

Along with a Sunday Service that 

saluted the US Armed Forces held at the 

“mega-church’s” very large sanctuary, at 

precisely 11:11 there was a moment of 

silence honoring the 100th Anniversary 

of the Armistice ending World War One. 

After the church service there was a 

luncheon in the church’s Fellowship hall 

where the modeling display was held. 

They had requested modelers bring a 

ans and parishioners met and chatted 

with the group throughout the luncheon, 

which also had some presentations from 

the veterans themselves. A great time 

was had by all.  

NCMSS O N  D I SPLAY  AT  CROF TON  L I BRARY  

Mirror Mirror on the Wall…    
Report by Tim Stormer 

NCMSS once again put itself on 

public display .… out at the Crofton Com-

munity Library during the entire month of 

November.  Feedback from the public 

was immediate & fantastic!!! 

Joe Bles & I ventured forth on 1Nov 

to do the set-up…..little did we realize 

that we would have to compete for park-

ing space…early political voting had con-

sumed most spaces & the library was 

mobbed!  Ah well, we persevered & had 

an enjoyable activity. 

Joe & I each provided several per-

sonal models to accompany the NCMSS 

stash of permanent public display model 

figures & busts; we inserted a couple of 

artworks for background, two explanato-

ry hobby-background placards + posted 

our club meeting invite poster too.  We 

actually got two folks who expressed 

interest in possibly attending our club 

meetings… we shall see. 

The most challenging adventure is 

assembling everything inside that 

completely-mirrored three-walled 

display case with only one hanging 

shelf above the bottom shelf of the 

display case…..the mirrors can drive 

you mad trying to position everything; 

lack of multiple shelf levels impacted 

display space … then try to grab a 

simple image of the results…… we 

placed the kid-friendly stuff on the 

lower shelf to be easily seen by the 

tots whilst placing other regular 

NCMSS figure fare on eye level for 

adults to view. 

We had numerous folks stop by 

as we were setting up admiring our di-

verse items, offering encouraging obser-

vations/comments & asking some great 

questions.  There was even a group of 

small kinder from a day care who totally 

enjoyed the display……. 
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October 2018 

 Parade Ground Participants 

 

Greg Paspatis, Gerry Joria, 
Jenny Young, Rick Sanders 

 
Photos by Jim Richey 

October “Mug-of-the-Month” 

WINNER 

“Eugene Bullard and his WWI SPAD” 

by Gerry Joria 

G R E G  P A S PAT I S  

Greg displayed some 1/35 Monogram figures of modern U.S. 

infantry from the Grenada campaign of 1983. Painted in enam-

els. 

If a historic event happened during the month, you can usu-

ally depend on Greg to bring figures that recall that event. Greg 

mentioned that the Beirut bombing of the U.S. Marine barracks 

occurred in October 

1983. For this 

month’s display he 

chose instead to do 

an American squad 

attacking during the 

1983 Grenada inva-

sion using his ubiqui-

tous old figures by 

Monogram. 
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G E R RY  J O R I A  

Gerry brought in a 1/12 scale bust of Eugene Bullard by an 

unknown manufacturer. Gerry related that Bullard originally 

joined the French Foreign Legion, served in the WWI French In-

fantry, then became an aerial 

gunner/observer, finally becom-

ing the first African-American 

pilot of the war; he was award-

ed 15 various medals and did 

many interesting diverse activi-

ties after war. He ended up 

operating an elevator in Rocke-

feller Center back home until 

his death.  Gerry also brought in 

a 1/32 model of Bullard’s SPAD 

aircraft. The SPAD was a very 

nice rendition completed with 

his personal markings. 

PARADE GROUND 

Gerry also displayed a Harlem 

Hellfighter in 54mm from the Great 

War. The Hellfighters could not serve 

with regular American forces yet wore 

American uniforms, but with French 

regalia & equipment. I understand they 

are making a movie of these unsung 

heroes and look forward to seeing it. 

The main figure was from Shenandoah 

with an African head & hat swap. All of 

these were painted in acrylics.  

 

It was great for Gerry to bring in 

these figures and spotlight a neglected 

piece of history from WWI. Well done!  
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J E N N Y  Y O U N G  
Jenny brought in an old project that she has revisited as Hallow-

een approaches. This is a conversion she started years ago of 

Ichabod Crane & the Headless Horseman. Built from 54mm Historex 

& Airfix parts and likely painted in acrylics. After starting the project 

Shepard Paine came out with his own version and so she put it on 

the backburner until this year when she resurrected it for Halloween. 

Various Historex parts were converted, including the horse. Jenny will 

pose these face to face rather as chasing as seen in the 1858 illus-

tration. Great match on the horses’ animation based on the illustra-

tion. Can’t wait to see it completed! 

PARADE GROUND 

The Headless Horseman Pursuing Ichabod Crane, by John Quidor.  Oil on Canvas, 1858 
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R I C K  S A N D E R S  

PARADE GROUND 

Rick Sanders brought in seven small 

shadow boxes with 30mm 

"Zinnfiguren" ("Flats"). The lead-tin-antimony 

alloy (quasi-pewter) figures were originally 

sold by weight as toys in the 1830 or earlier.  

ll the figures in these shadow boxex were 

painted by Rick with oils.  The boxes are all 

about 7 inches by 8 inches.  At my request 

Rick sent your editor a detailed description 

of these great representations of 

“Zinnfiguren” and military history. Thanks 

very much for sharing! 

Prussia 1813 Silesian and Brandenburg Freikorps 

These figures depict volunteer corps (Freikorps) cav-

alry raised in Prussia’s provinces during the “Wars of Lib-

eration,” begun in 1813 to expel Napoleon’s armies, 

which had been occupying Germany. The Freikorps sol-

diers and officer (center), here with the yellow collars and 

trim on their coats, are from the province of Silesia, and 

the officer with the red collar and trim on his coat is from 

Brandenburg. The background shows Prussian troop mus-

tering in the Marktplatz (Market Square) in Schweidnitz 

from a contemporary drawing by G. Lebrecht.  

Schweidnitz, now Świdnica in southwestern Poland, is 

located in the region of Silesia. 

These figures were produced in the early to mid-

1900s in by Werner Scholtz of Berlin, Siegfried Nonn of 

Augsburg, and Aloys Ochel of Kiel, Germany. Rick painted 

them in the 1980s. 

Russian Artillery in the Russo-Turkish War, 1877-78   

This shadow box diorama depicts Russian artillery from the 1877-1878 Russo-

Turkish War. Most of the fighting in this war took place in what is today Bulgaria, and 

the background is a contemporary painting of the site of the Third Battle of Plevna 

fought on 11 September 1877. The figures were drawn and engraved (probably with 

plaster rather than slate molds) by Aleksandr Mitelev; they were produced by in Rus-

sia in 1991 by the Rossiyskaya Istoricheskay Miniatyura (Russain Historical Minia-

tures) of St. Petersburg in 1991. 

Russian Artillery, late 19th Century 

These particular toy soldiers were produced in the 

late 1800s or the early 1900s in Germany, but finally 

painted in 2017. 
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PARADE GROUND 

Charlemagne’s Infantry, ca. 800 A.D. and Charlemagne’s 

Warriors, ca. 800 A.D.   

These two shadow boxes show figures depicting infan-

try and cavalry of the army of Charlemagne (742-812 A.D.), 

the King of the Franks, King of the Lombards, and starting in 

800 the Emperor of the Romans.  He ruled what is today 

France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, most of Italy, and 

parts of the Balkans, as the first Holy Roman Empire. The 

backgrounds are from contemporary depictions of Carolingi-

an soldiers. 

 

These figures were produced in the 1970s/80s in Ger-

many by the private firms of Heinz Tappert and Ernst Hen-

niges. Rick painted them in the 1980s. 

 

R I C K  S A N D E R S  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

Imperial Artillery Spectacular – 1530, Munich   

These figures depict an imperial artillery crew from the 

16th century. The background is a copy of a woodcut of a 

military “spectacular” performed outside Munich by the 

Imperial Army of Holy Roman Emperor Charles V on 10 June 

1530.  Most of the cannon were large bronze pieces, as in 

the diorama.  At that time, armies did not have uniforms per 

se, but often wore garish and colorful costumes.  Rick paint-

ed the figures in the 1980s.  

These tin soldiers were produced in the early 1900s by 

Herr Alois Ochel’s Kieler Zinnfiguren company in Kiel, Ger-

many, but were finally painted in the 1970s. 

Landsknechte – Early 1500s   

This shadow box depicts Landsknechte – mercenaries 

from Germany and Switzerland, in the early 1500s.  They 

were noted for their use of pikes, halbards and two-handed 

swords and of course for their garishly colorful costumes.      

These figures were produced in the early to mid-1900s 

in by Werner Scholtz of Berlin, and Aloys Ochel of Kiel, Ger-

many. Rick painted them sometime between 1970 and 

2000. 
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Washington's Immortals: 
The Untold Story of an Elite 

Regiment Who Changed the 

Course of the Revolution 
By Patrick K. O’Donnell, 

336pp. Atlantic Monthly 

Press, 2016 

 

“Perhaps no war in Amer-

ican history has been more 

difficult to see through sol-

diers’ eyes than the Revolu-

tionary War. Patrick O’Donnell 

brings their experiences to 

life for twenty-first century 

readers in a way that no other 

historian has managed to do, 

accomplishing for the Revolu-

tionary War what Stephen 

Ambrose’s Band of Brothers 

did for World War II. The 1st 

Maryland Regiment partici-

pated in some of the most 

important battles of the war, 

gradually progressing from 

ordinary to elite status. Its 

story is the story of how the 

people of the United States 

became free.”—Edward G. 

Lengel, Editor-in-Chief of The 

Papers of George Washing-

ton and author of Inventing 

George Washington  

 

I picked up this book 

after seeing very favorable 

reviews and wanting to learn 

more about the Revolutionary 

War contributions of my state.  

The nickname “The Old Line 

State” references a quote 

from George Washington de-

scribing the Marylanders as 

his “old line”.    

This book does not disap-

point, and is an extremely 

good read, well-paced with a 

strong narrative flow.  Per-

haps most importantly, like 

the best military histories, it 

gives you an excellent per-

spective from the soldiers 

that fought on the line to the 

officers that led them.  Culled 

from extensive research of 

letters, memoirs, and other 

records, this is a very detailed 

view that incorporates the 

ground truth while not ignor-

ing the bigger picture. 

While the cover empha-

sizes the “Maryland Line” and 

the Battle of Brooklyn in re-

gards to the vital role these 

Marylanders played in saving 

George Washington’s army 

during their valiant and costly 

rear-guard action near the 

WO RTHY  REA DS  
F R O M  T H E  H O F F M A N  F A M I L Y  L I B R A R Y  

Notables... 

Treasures from the Gettysburg National 

Park Museum and Visitor Center 

Illustrations by Keith Rocco 

For more information on the artist 

and his work, visit  

KeithRocco.com 

“The Artist Preservation Group is a gathering of 

like-minded historical artists whose mission is 

to...aide in the preservation and restoration of 

threatened historical sites and/or artifacts.” 

 

For more information on how you can help, 

make a donation, or become a member, visit 

the Artist Preservation Group website. 

beginning of the war, the 

book details the contributions 

of all the Maryland Continen-

tal troops throughout the con-

flict. Because of this, the book 

gives you a great overall histo-

ry of the war but focuses on 

the perspective of the Mary-

landers who participated in 

most of the campaigns.  Many 

of the same principals and 

soldiers re-appear both in the 

north and in the later south-

ern campaigns. 

George Washington and 

others heavily relied on these 

troops as they provided an 

experienced and loyal cadre 

of elite troops to beef up the 

rest of the army that often 

consisted of raw, newly 

formed units and unreliable 

state militias. They also very 

often took up very important 

roles at crucial points in the 

many battles they fought, not 

unlike the Guard Regiments 

found in European armies. 

The level of detail is awe-

some, from the lack of foot-

wear, equipment, funding, 

and the daily challenges that 

faced all these men (and a 

few women as well) to the 

descriptions of the actions 

they participated in. I gained a 

much greater appreciation 

and insight of the sacrifices, 

bravery and shear fortitude of 

these original founders of the 

American Army and highly 

recommend this book. —DRH 

Artist  

Preservation Group 

Battle of Guilford Courthouse by H. Charles McBarron 

I gained a much 
greater appreciation 
...of [their] sacrifices, 
bravery, and shear 

fortitude  

http://www.keithrocco.com
https://artistpreservationgroup.com/
http://www.keithrocco.com/gettysburg_book.php
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Editor’s note:  NCMSS mem-

ber Rick Sanders recently 

shared with the club infor-

mation on several books that 

he translated from the origi-

nal German. These books are  

now becoming available on 

Amazon. These are great 

references for anyone inter-

ested in the period. I am very 

happy with my own copies of 

“The Saxon Army” and “The 

Bavarian Army”! 

 

In early 2016, while I was 

still working at the U.S. Em-

bassy in Berlin, two old collec-

tor friends of mine from an 

assignment in Germany in the 

early 1980s invited me over 

for some refreshments at one 

of their homes in Berlin. 

Markus Gaertner and Markus 

Stein were joined there by 

Peter Bunde whose name and 

“Brigade” uniform plates 

many military history enthusi-

asts are likely to recognize.  

These three German friends 

had already jointly written and 

illustrated a book on the Sax-

on Army 1810-1813 and one 

on the Bavarian Army 1806-

1813, published by Zeughaus 

Verlag in Berlin in 2009 and 

2011 respectively.  During the 

course of our round of beers, I 

opined that the books might 

be of significant interest to 

collectors who could read 

English but not German. To 

make this now long back story 

shorter, I volunteered to 

translate the book on the 

Saxon Army into English. Thus 

we had “the beginning of a 

wonderful relationship” with 

the addition of Stefan 

Mueller, the publisher at 

Zeughaus Verlag.  Zeughaus 

Verlag is part of Berliner 

Zinnfiguren, a shop/company 

well known to many.  What 

started as volunteering to 

translate one book has turned 

into a few, with more to come. 

“The Saxon Army 1810-

1813,” published in English in 

2017, is probably the defini-

tive work on the royal Saxon 

Army’s organization, uniforms, 

equipment, tactics and its 

participation in the 1812 

Russian Campaign and subse-

quent actions into 1813, in-

cluding the Battle of Nations 

at Leipzig.  It is chock full of 

contemporary color illustra-

tions of the uniforms and 

flags, photos of artifacts, and 

a series of plates by Peter 

Bunde showing all of the uni-

forms of the infantry and cav-

alry regiments, as well as 

everything from artillery, engi-

neers, generals, surgeons, 

etc. It gives the evolution of 

the order of battle and ex-

tracts from contemporary 

eyewitness accounts of ac-

tions. For someone seriously 

interested in the Napoleonic 

Wars, the book is a must.  

“The Bavarian Army 

1806-1813,” just published 

in English this autumn, could 

be considered a companion 

piece. It covers the same 

range of topics about the 

Bavarian Army.  The book 

addresses the Bavarians’ 

campaigns allied with France 

against Prussia and Russia in 

1806-07, the 1809 campaign 

against Austria including sup-

pression of the Tyrolean Re-

bellion, and of course its ill-

fated operations with Napole-

on’s Grand Armee in and 

retreating from Russia in 

1812, as well as the 1813 

campaign in Germany.  Again, 

great illustrations and a 

wealth of information about 

uniforms, organization, con-

temporary accounts, and so 

forth. 

Zeughaus has two more 

books in the works to come 

out in English soon: “The Teu-

tonic Order–from Acre to the 

Baltic, The Army 1198-1420” 

by Rolf Fuhrmann and 

“Tannenberg 1410 / The 

Siege of Marienburg 1410” 

by Rolf Fuhrmann and the 

late Gerald Iselt.   

The Teutonic Order pro-

vides unique information 

drawn from original sources 

NE W  BOO KS  F ROM  GERM AN Y  
By Rick Sanders 

about the origins, history, 

organization, attire, equip-

ment, living conditions, the 

“northern crusades” in Prus-

sia and the Baltic, castles, 

and myriad aspects of this 

military monastic order. I had 

read the book in German and 

was so impressed that I sug-

gested to Herr Muelller that 

an English version was a 

must. For the figure collector, 

the information about the 

armor, coats of arms, ban-

ners, etc. will be a boon for 

historically accurate modeling 

and painting. 

The Tannenberg 1410 

volume looks at both the Teu-

tonic Order and its allies (e.g., 

“guest knights” from else-

where in Germany) and the 

opposing Polish-Lithuanian 

(and Russian) army. The book 

presents background on the 

causes of the war of 1410, a 

detailed description of the 

battle at Tannenberg and the 

following siege of the Marien-

burg Fortress. Color illustra-

tions of the equipment, flags, 

banners and coats of arms of 

the Order, “guest knights,” 

Poles and Lithuanians make 

this book especially useful for 

anyone depicting the combat-

ants of this conflict. Again, a 

really unique work. 

The books on the Saxon 

and Bavarian armies during 

the Napoleonic Wars are al-

ready available from 

Zeughaus/Berliner Zinnfig-

uren and may also be availa-

ble through Amazon. The 

works on the Teutonic Order 

and Tannenberg 1410 will 

hopefully be available late 

this year or in early 2019. If 

any appeal to you, try Ama-

zon.com.  

For more information you 

can visit the Berliner Zinnfig-

uren website or email them 

directly at info@zinnfigur.com.  

http://www.zinnfigur.com
http://www.zinnfigur.com
mailto:info@zinnfigur.com
http://www.zinnfigur.com/
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K IT  INSPECTION  
by Mike Thomas 

This 13-part kit (one component of 

which is the base) is the latest addition 

to this manufacturer’s series on the 

Marcomannic Wars of the late 2nd CAD 

and is, as usual, sculpted by the re-

nowned Adriano Laruccia. As should 

certainly be expected from this source, 

the quality of the kit is first class. All the 

parts are very crisp with excellent sur-

face details. This extends right down to 

the smallest parts, for example the dag-

ger (pugio) and the sword scabbard. 

The figure is modelled in a static 

pose. The base is very plain and could 

easily be dispensed with in favour of 

one’s own construction. For the most 

part, the figure is standard, except for 

the wolf-skin covering the helmet and 

hanging down the back. The standard 

carried by the soldier is known as a 

“vexillum” and a word of explanation is 

due here. 

There were several standards car-

ried by Roman soldiers. These would 

have served as rally points in battle, but 

they also had a religious significance in 

that they were imbued with the “spirit” of 

the unit and were revered as such. The 

loss of a standard in battle was the ulti-

mate disgrace and this usually meant 

that the unit had been annihilated and 

(as with the three legions lost in AD 9) 

was usually never reformed. Each legion 

would have had an image of the Emperor 

(the “imago”) as well as an “Aquila” (the 

eagle standard). Each century would also 

have had its own standard (the 

“signum”). 

The vexillum, however, was some-

what different. It was sometimes the 

case that bodies of men from different 

units would be combined to form what 

was known as a “vexillatio”. There could 

be several reasons for this. One example 

might be that if a unit had been based in 

a given location for a considerable peri-

od many of the men would have formed 

relationships with local women and had 

families (although Roman soldiers were 

not allowed to marry officially before 212 

AD). If this were the case, then many 

men would be reluctant to leave and go 

to what may be the other end of the Em-

pire. Volunteers would be called for and 

several different units might supply the 

numbers needed. Their standard would 

then be the “vexillum”, rather than the 

standards of the parent units, which 

would of course remain in their normal 

stations. 

Laruccia seems to have set himself 

the task of modelling the Roman Army of 

the late 2nd century. We have already 

had a pair of “evocati” (veterans recalled 

the ‘colours’) as well as the “imaginifer” 

and the “signifer”. These, and the figure 

here reviewed, could easily be brought 

together to form a very nice group. Two 

small points that might be worthy of 

note. The ‘face’ of the figure is a sepa-

rate part. This could be painted as 

though silvered over. A mask like this 

was found at the site of the Varus disas-

ter. Secondly, the inside of the round 

shield carried under one arm would per-

haps best be painted before attaching to 

the model’s upper body, otherwise it will 

be very difficult to get the brush in. All in 

all, a very satisfying addition to the range 

of this manufacturer. —Mike Thomas 

Vexillarius, Marcomannic Wars 
 

     Manufacturer:   Alexandros Models 

     Order code:   SPQR/106 

     Scale/Size:   54mm 

  

     Designer:   Adriano Laruccia 

     Address of Manufacturer:  www.alexandrosmodels.com 
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In the previous two articles in this series 

I have described the helmets worn by Roman 

infantry soldiers and Roman cavalry troops. In 

this final piece I want to look at some unusual 

helmets. Whereas the infantry helmets can 

be shown to have a development, by their 

very nature the helmets I want to look at here 

are each pretty unique. 

The first of these is a very peculiar beast 

and may be that used by troops from Hama in 

Syria. These auxiliary soldiers were renowned 

as archers. The Romans often employed spe-

cialist troops who had skills that the Romans 

didn’t have themselves. Examples include 

slingers from the Balearic Islands, clubmen 

from Germany, “amphibious” troops from 

Batavia and archers from Syria. In the case of 

the latter, the soldiers were not only special-

ists, but they were also dressed differently. 

Some of them are illustrated on Trajan’s Col-

umn in Rome. Their helmets were conical in 

form and sometimes had either a mail of 

scale neck protection (the “aventail”). They 

were dressed in a long, flowing robe, which 

almost reached the ground. They also carried 

(of course) a very powerful bow that had a 

reversed curve and a quiver filled with arrows. 

For the rest, they were armed pretty much 

like ordinary Roman infantry soldiers, e.g. 

same footwear, same sword (Figure 1). As an 

aside, a regiment of these chaps was based 

RO MA N  M IL ITA RY  HEA DGEA R  
( P A R T  I I I )  by Mike Thomas  

HMGS JOIN TODAY 

“Northern Virginia Gamers (NOVAG) is one of 

the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area's 

oldest and most respected hobby gaming 

organizations. Started in 1986, we have 

consistently provided a focal point for gamers 

in the Capital area for almost three decades.” 

For more info on Northern Virginia Gamers, 

visit their website at NOVAG.org 

at one of the fortresses on Hadrian’s Wall 

(Carvoran) in the 2nd CAD. I always feel sorry 

for them – to go from Syria up to northern 

Britain, where the weather is not exactly 

‘Mediterranean’. They must really have an-

noyed someone! 

The next helmet is another example of 

something strange and unique. Currently, it 

resides in a museum in France (the town of 

Autun). What makes it odd and unique is that 

there are a number of thin metallic (copper 

alloy) sheets attached to the helmet bowl 

(Figure 2). The helmet skull itself is of a type 

known as an “Attic” shape. What was the 

purpose of these additions? They cannot 

have given any advantage as battlefield 

items. They can only have been for show. 

Certainly, polished up they would have been 

very eye-catching. Any models? Surprisingly, 

yes. ‘Soldiers’ produced a figure wearing this 

helmet and called it “Vespasian”, although 

there is no evidence that said emperor ever 

wore a confection like this. 

Next, we move on to a type that may 

have been an offshoot of the Celtic-derived 

‘Coolus’ types. These lack the prominent neck 

guard we see in the latter. They are known as 

“Coolus-Mannheim”, or just as “Mannheim” 

helmets (Figure 3 on page 16). This is a very 

ornate example, with a deeply filed cable 

pattern around the brim and an incised pat-

tern that circles around the bottom of the 

helmet bowl. Other examples have a rather 

odd cheek-guard, consisting of two copper 

alloy rings, linked together rather than the 

THE MODEL CELLAR 

We produce a range of figures, busts, 

and accessories with a special interest 

in The Great War, 1914-1918  

YOUR MINIATURES 

             YOUR RULESETS 

       YOUR WARGAMES 

  YOUR SOCIETY 

 

Visit the Historical Miniatures Gaming 

Society website at HMGS.org 

Figure 1. Hamian archer helmet. Almost certainly that of an officer, 

given the raised decoration. The holes at the rear would have been 

used to attach the aventail. 

Figure 2. Autun helmet  

http://www.novag.org/
https://www.hmgs.org/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://modelcellar.com/
https://www.hmgs.org/
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solid guards normally seen. Are they Coolus 

helmets by any other name? 

Here’s a real oddity. Not because of its 

shape. There isn’t anything peculiar about 

this. It’s what it’s made of – solid silver! 

(Figure 4). The crest "ring" and the Attic "brow 

band" are copied from Roman monumental 

sculpture. The ornament underneath the piv-

oted ring vat the top is in the form of a styl-

ised oak leaf. A ram's head is attached by a 

rivet to the brim and rosettes are similarly 

attached to the cheek pieces. There are com-

plex floral designs engraved into the metal on 

RO M A N  M I L I TA RY  H E A D G E A R  ( C O N T I N U E D … )  

either side of the "neck guard" (not really a 

neck guard as such, more a curve of the hel-

met's rear). Present location: Toledo, Ohio, 

Museum of Art. USA. The question here is 

whether this helmet is a forgery? Silver, al-

loyed with copper, is actually quite a hard 

material and there was also plenty of it 

around – the Roman denarius coin was made 

of it. But, who the heck would want this on his 

head? Not only does it make for a bit of a 

target, but it would also be a fair weight. We’ll 

never know. It was allegedly found in Syria. 

I hesitate to include the next group here 

– because it is almost certainly not Roman. 

They come from eastern Europe (in this case 

the River Save, near Nova Gradiska, found in 

2003) and are most probably Celtic in origin. I 

am including it here because the Celtic civili-

sation started in Eastern Europe and over 

several hundred years, moved westwards. 

Since the Roman Montefortino and Coolus 

helmets were undoubtedly developed from 

Celtic precursors, I thought it relevant to in-

clude it. Besides which, it’s a ‘fun’ item! This 

is the best preserved of five helmets of the 

"Nova Mesto" type, which have been attribut-

ed to the Tauriscian tribe. The picture shows 

the helmet as it was originally found, before 

conservation at the RGZM, Mainz.  

This helmet appears to be a transitional 

type. There are obvious Celtic influences here 

(not least the decorative elements on the 

cheek guards and the neck guard). However, 

the copper alloy strip over the crown of the 

helmet, from back-to-front, is a somewhat 

unique feature. The 'face' that appears here 

at both ends of the strip has definite Celtic 

origins, reminiscent of the Gundestrup caul-

dron decoration. The helmet bowl itself, hemi-

spherical in form, appears to be of iron. This 

is riveted to a lower (copper alloy?) base that 

comes in two sections. A frontal crescent 

shape is fixed over the protruding front of the 

forward section, again using the decorative 

rivets. The two lower components have a 

raised semi-circular ridge near the top, which 

functions as a ledge on which the upper hel-

met bowl rests. On the front component, be-

low this ridge, there is another raised ridge 

but this time it is not rounded but comes to a 

sharp point. The cheek guards have deeply 

indented sections while the guards them-

“The Washington Ship Model Society 

(WSMS) was founded in 1929 and is 

the oldest continuously active ship 

model club in the United States. Its 

purpose is to provide a socially enjoya-

ble means for serious ship modelers to 

meet, share, and 

expand upon their 

common avocation 

through the ex-

change of ideas 

and knowledge.” 

 

For more info, visit the Washington Ship 

Model Society’s website at DCShipMod-

elSociety.org 

“The Miniature Figure Collectors of 

America (MFCA) was founded in 1941 

and sponsors the oldest and largest 

show for historical, toy, and collectable 

figures in the United States.  

Visit the Miniature Figure Collectors of 

America website at MFCAShow.com 

Figure 3. Coolus-Mannheim helmet with copper ring cheekguards 

Figure 4. Attic helmet  

The question here 
 is whether this helmet 

is a forgery? 

http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://www.dcshipmodelsociety.org/
http://www.mfcashow.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
http://huzzahhobbies.com/
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If we have a helmet from Herculaneum, 

we must have one from Pompeii (Figure 7). 

This helmet appears to be unique type. It has 

some elements of the "Coolus" type about it 

but there are also some major differences. It 

is possible, for example, that the helmet is 

cast. About half way up the helmet bowl 

(copper alloy) there is a circlet of what ap-

pears to resemble braided hair. Slightly above 

this (at least on the left side, presumably 

there is a matching one on the other side), a 

small copper alloy applied design. It is impos-

sible to say what exactly this is for certain, 

owing to the corrosion. However, it looks like 

two "pelta" shields joined together. Presuma-

bly, this (or these) have a purely decorative 

function. At the sides of the helmet bowl 

there are two rivets, which function as attach-

ment points for the cheek guards' hinge 

plates (now lost). It is possible that there is 

another plaited circlet above these as well.  

Finally, I thought that I would include a 

Birch Tree Enterprises 
First Choice in Display Bases 

John Jefferies 
Phone: (516) 662-5281   E-mail: birchtreejohn@aol.com 

Mike Fleckenstein 
Photographer 

mikefphoto.com 

RO M A N  M I L I TA RY  H E A D G E A R  ( C O N T I N U E D … )  

selves are almost rectangular. Each guard 

carries three decorative rivets. The depressed 

sections of the guard are a typical Celtic 

'visual joke', here meant to show a bird form, 

perhaps a heron or crane. The method of 

fixing the cheek guards to the helmet itself is 

unusual, consisting of two small hinge plates 

on each side, attached independently to the 

helmet bowl sides via the small decorative 

rivets. (Figures 5a & 5b) 

Here’s another strange one (Figure 6) 

from Herculaneum. It is variously dated to 

2nd century BC to late 1st century AD. A very 

strange style of a Hellenistic type of helmet. 

The helmet bowl is probably iron but there is 

a copper alloy outer skin. The front of the 

helmet bowl is covered with curls, done in 

repousse work. The same style extends to the 

back of the helmet bowl, where there is a 

band of figures, possibly "Victory" representa-

tions. The helmet has a sort of crest, although 

no precise details can be given because of 

the angle of the photograph.  

Figures 5a & 5b. Nova-Mesto helmets 

  

Figures 6. Herculaneum helmet 

Figures 7. Pompeii helmet 

http://www.sentinelminiatures.com/
http://www.thelittletinsoldier.com/
http://armandbayardi.com/
mailto:birchtreejohn@aol.com
https://www.mikefphoto.com/
https://www.mikefphoto.com/
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RO M A N  M I L I TA RY  H E A D G E A R  ( C O N T I N U E D … )  

gladiator helmet. Although not worn by 

the military, there were several example 

of gladiator equipment that were used by 

the army – for example the manica arm 

defense.  Most of the known gladiator 

helmets were found in the barracks at 

Pompeii and they now reside in the Na-

tional Museum in Naples. However, this 

example was photographed in an Ameri-

can museum (Figure 8) – the Higgins 

Armoury in Worcester, Mass. A very or-

nate version of a Myrmillo helmet. Made 

of copper alloy the helmet crest has 

been modelled so as to appear to be 

made of feathers. There is a small figure 

at the front of the helmet - unfortunately 

too small and from such an angle that 

further description is impossible. At a 

guess, it might be a Medusa head. At the 

rear of the helmet, and continuous with 

the crest itself, there are two protrusions 

that sweep up behind the helmet. These 

could be decorative, or they could be 

there to deflect blows. There is a similar 

small one at the front of the helmet 

bowl. The weight is 5lb, 4oz. The muse-

um is now closed (2013) and the con-

tents have been transferred to the 

Worcester Art Museum. I did ask the 

museum if they knew of the provenance, 

but they just said that it had been 

“acquired” by Mr Higgins, in Italy, in the 

1930s! 

Well, that’s it for a bit so far as hel-

mets are concerned. My own catalogue 

of Roman helmet types stands at just 

under 900 examples – far too many to 

include them all here. I hope you have 

enjoyed this gallop through things used 

to cover the heads of the Roman sol-

diers.  

Cheers! —Mike  

Figures 8. Myrmillo gladiator helmet  

P A P E R  P A P E R  E V E RY W H E R E !  ( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  7 )  

own designs using a drawing app….  

some merely provide outlines that you 

can choose to color anyway you like -or- 

just leave blank to show off the interest-

ing paper construction sculpture itself. 

Like origami on steroids 
You start out with a flat sheet of 

regular paper stock [you must get the 

designs printed out on the proper card 

stock thickness (or do multilayer paste-

ups) supporting either the rigidity/ 

strength needs -or- the folding/curving 

flexibility]. These paper sheets are usual-

ly pre-printed with colored weird-shaped 

model sections/parts laid out.  You then 

concentrate on cutting out these pre-

printed parts [using scissors/knives] … 

some require an insane number of repet-

itive copies with many intricate cut-line 

angles + some are incredibly tiny to 

boot…(why that Silhouette Cameo 3 ma-

chine cutter may do the trick)..…ha!!  

Next you fold seams inward -or- outward, 

score/emboss other lines to enhance 

the ‘show-off’ viewing, roll/burnish parts 

to become cylindrical -or- work them into 

more spherical shapes, amazing what 

can be done….  You must pre-think the 

construction steps to ensure proper as-

sembly, then glue them into workable 

subassemblies (normally using regular 

white glue/sometimes CA needed for 

strength & quickness), finally combining 

everything together to produce that com-

pleted package, making sure to properly 

color the cut exposed paper edges & do 

some other final embellishments (like 

cutting out the aircraft canopies/vehicle 

windows & inserting acetate, placing 

weights in vehicle noses to sit correctly, 

maybe adding some ‘weathering’, etc)… 

You can build almost anything! 
These creations become very stun-

ning miniature renditions of just about 

anything & everything …. aircraft, boats, 

military items, cars/trucks, trains, trees 

/bushes/flowers, intricate buildings, 

spacecraft, sci-fi/fantasy, animated toys, 

musical instruments & yes, even some 

neat critters & a few figures … 

Creating regular plastic /resin /met-

al /wood, etc scale models consumes 

roughly 30-50% assembly time & 50-

70% finishing time shaping, filling, sand-

ing, painting, decaling, etc ….. whereas a 

paper model consumes ~70-90% assem-

bly time & 10-30% finishing time …… you 

choose your desires …..  I like the fact 

that I can sit near my wife & engage in 

this hobby without causing any undue 

stress -or- weird smells to either of us 

…… my wife thanks me!!!  You could also 

use these paper parts as templates for 

cutting out thin plastic sheet & construct-

ing a 3D plastic model as well …. should 

you be so inclined. 

Fun Times with Fun People 

The Paper Modeler Gang participat-

ing in this Convention are a great easy-

going fun group who actually make this a 

2-3 day activity with a Friday night buffet 

gathering to meet & greet each other 
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PAPER  PAPER  EVERYWHERE !  ( C O N T I N U E D … )  

whilst consuming said dinner, have an 

informal topical briefing; do Friday set-up 

for the public showing next day; then 

hosting their individual display tables 

throughout the Saturday Convention 

activity proper (taking time to vis-

it/examine each other’s displays) + hold-

ing another private Saturday night buffet 

dinner which includes an Auction & en-

tertaining Awards Ceremony 

(encompassing some fun catego-

ries….this Convention is NOT about 

Awards… these awards are just-for-fun); 

some participants regroup early Sunday 

to do final interactions & trade/buy each 

others’ wares before departing yet again 

for another year ….. HUM, I guess that I 

must actually start doing a real paper 

model construction in order to partake of 

these additional opportunities to share 

their scale modeling energy + learn 

something new … eh? 

Free to the Public! 
YIKES: Each Convention Exhibitor 

actually purchases their own initial dis-

play table @ $125 + $55/each addition-

al table (and we NCMSS folks worry 

about our Vendor table costs….), they 

then lay out their delightful examples of 

paper modeling topics in special display 

formats -OR- just pile them all over their 

table, finally happily entertaining the 

public attendees passing by… explaining 

what genre/topic they prefer & find fasci-

nating to model, what they do to begin, 

how they do their modeling steps, what 

special techniques they may apply, what 

tools they use, what supplies are normal-

ly required … lots of great interchanges 

… some usually get caught also working 

on creating some new model compo-

nents as we public slowly stream by their 

displays interrupting them with myriad 

comments & questions …… 

The majority of these scale model-

ers just display their delightful models 

for the fun of sharing them with we, the 

public. Who attend for free!!  One gentle-

man usually runs his hobby-store-

equivalent (crates of paper kits in plastic 

wrap) during this Convention selling myri-

ad kits to anyone (attendee -or- partici-

pant); a few other participants some-

times have some very limited special 

items for sale.  BUT the majority of the 

displayers are just there to have fun, 

enjoy their chosen hobby + share it with 

their fellow members + again we, the 

public!!!! This year they offered a ‘mixed 

table’ SO that anyone could display only 

a few of their paper models rather than 

require purchase of a full table….a great 

idea….IF only I would actually spend 

some time building……ya think!!!!   

Getting Inspired 

I have now accumulated a pile of 

paper model kits & have started on a few 

BUT time always seems to slip away……

too many exceptions & too many excus-

es….MUST STOP THAT & START DOING 

BUILDING!!!! Some day I plan to do up a 

couple of these fascinating scale mod-

els…fun creating itself… then provide 

some text accompanied with lots of pho-

tos illustrating my builds as potential 

fodder for the NCMSS Dispatch ….. we 

shall see!!!!!  I have several figure kits 

available: Martin Luther; Roman Centuri-

on; Greek Hoplite; dismounted Medieval 

Knight…(still looking for that mounted 

‘Knight at Tournament’ kit); maybe mod-

ern era soldiers/civilian working types as 

well, etc….. 

I highly recommend that you set 

aside a few hours each year to attend 

this unique Convention & examine this 

fascinating hobby genre, then give one a 

try!!!!!!! 

—Tim Stormer 
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5 FACT S  A B O U T  CAMOUFL AG E  I N  T H E  F I R S T  W O R L D  W A R  

the first to create a dedicated camou-

flage unit. The word 'camouflage' came 

from the French verb meaning 'to make 

up for the stage'. Its practitioners, many 

of whom were artists, were known as 

camoufleurs. The following year the Brit-

ish Army established its own camouflage 

section under the command of Lieuten-

ant-Colonel Francis Wyatt. It was known 

as the Special Works Park RE (Royal 

Engineers). 

Concealment and deception have 

always had some part in warfare, but 

during the First World War the practice 

became systematic. 

The use of aerial reconnaissance 

and the position and proximity of the 

opposing trenches on the Western Front 

made it easier to detect troops both on 

and behind the front lines. Armies need-

ed to find new ways to hide from, ob-

serve and deceive enemy forces. 

In 1915, the French Army became 

By the IWM Staff, January 2018 

This article is adapted in part from an article 

published on the Imperial War Museums’ 

website and includes some additional infor-

mation not in the original.  

1. CAMOUFLAGE WAS MOST 

COMMONLY USED ON GUNS AND 

VEHICLES 
Concealment is the most common 

camouflage technique. It is achieved by 

altering the physical characteristics that 

make an object visible to an observer - 

shape, outline, shading and colour - to 

make it 'disappear' into its surroundings. 

Camouflage artists created designs of 

irregular, coloured shapes that made it 

difficult to determine the outline and 

form of the camouflaged object, most 

commonly guns or vehicles. This tech-

nique is known as 'disruptive pattern'. 

Tanks, like the one in this poster, were 

camouflaged when they were first intro-

duced in 1916, but the practice was 

abandoned when it was realised that the 

mud from the battlefield covered the 

paint.  
Poster depicting a camouflaged British-style tank crossing a trench and breaking through barbed wire. Two biplanes fly 

above. The poster was printed in 1918 by John Sands Ltd, Sydney. Lithograph on paper, approx. 20 inches x 30 inches. 

2. EACH NATION DEVELOPED ITS 

OWN STYLES OF CAMOUFLAGE 
The German helmet pictured here, 

issued from 1917 to many artillery crew 

or elite stormtroopers, is painted in a 

disruptive pattern. The technology to 

print camouflage designs onto fabric did 

not exist until the 1920s, although Brit-

ish snipers often painted their uniform 

robes to help them blend with local ter-

rain. 

Prior to the introduction of the Mod-

el 1916 helmet, most German troops 

had continued to wear their pre-war 

headdress which afforded little real pro-

tection against head injury from small 

arms fire, shell splinters and shrapnel. 

Consequently a steel helmet was intro-
Model 1916 steel helmet, complete with leather three-pad liner attached to a leather headband. The inside is 

painted regulation dark apple green and externally is hand-painted in camouflage segments of red-brown, light-

green and dark yellow, all outlined with a black border, 15mm in width. To the upper right front crown is an 

impact dent that has fractured the metal 40mm in length.  

https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/5-facts-about-camouflage-in-the-first-world-war
https://www.iwm.org.uk/


23 

THE DISPATCH—OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER SOCIETY 

November  2018,  Volume 57,  Issue 11  

The Washington Armor Club local 

chapter of the Armor Modeling and 

Preservation Society is dedicated to 

modeling miniature armored fighting 

vehicles, figures, ordnance, diora-

mas… and promoting historic military 

vehicle restoration. For more infor-

mation, visit their national AMPS 

website. 

“Our main goal is to show you how much 

fun model railroading is!” 

Visit their website at NVNTrak.org for 

more information. 

CAM OU FL AG E  I N  T H E  F I R S T  W O R L D  W A R  ( C O N T . . . )   

duced which provided much-improved protec-

tion not only for the head but for the neck and 

temple. Following the conclusion of prelimi-

nary research work in Berlin, the 1st Assault 

Battalion under the command of a Captain 

Rohr received the first shipment of helmets in 

December 1915 for field testing. These hel-

mets proved so successful that by the end of 

January 1916, the first 30,000 helmets were 

issued from the factory in Thale.  

The frontal plate (shown to the right) was 

primarily designed to protect the wearer 

against infantry small arms fire from a dis-

tance of about 50 meters and beyond. Be-

cause of its considerable weight, the frontal 

plate could only be worn for short periods and 

was unsuited for wear by troops required to 

move rapidly. It therefore became mainly 

worn by 'static' troops, including sentries, 

forward observers and the like. For this rea-

son it is commonly known as the 'sniper' 

plate. The shape allowed it to be worn on all 

sizes of helmets. It hooked onto the ventila-

tion lugs on either side of the helmet and was 

secured in position by a leather strap with a 

metal buckle.  

Increasingly in 1918 steel helmets were 

painted in a variety of camouflage styles, the 

effectiveness of which reflected the skills of 

the painter. The painted German helmets 

pictured in this article are examples of those 

conforming to a more regulated standard of 

camouflage design, which is sometimes re-

ferred to as a 'lozenge' pattern. 
Model 1916 German, British Brodie, and US doughboy helmets 

with various camouflage patterns . 

3. SOMETIMES BEING SEEN WAS 

NECESSARY 
Visual deception is the other main cam-

ouflage technique. Unlike concealment, its 

effectiveness relies on an object being visible. 

The aim is to disguise something significant 

or valuable as something which is of little 

importance or obvious interest, or to trick an 

enemy into making flawed decisions based 

on inaccurate judge-

ments of the position or 

strength of opposing 

forces. Camouflage units 

during the First World 

War made papier-mâché 

dummy heads like the 

ones shown in this work-

shop to draw out enemy 

snipers. Any sniper firing 

at one of them would 

reveal his position.  

Frontal plate fitted on a 1916 German helmet (without camouflage) 

https://www.amps-armor.org/SiteMain/Main.aspx
https://www.amps-armor.org/SiteMain/Main.aspx
https://www.amps-armor.org/SiteMain/Main.aspx
http://www.mamasboyz.org/
http://www.nvntrak.org/home
http://www.nvntrak.org/home
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CAM OU FL AG E  I N  T H E  F I R S T  W O R L D  W A R  ( C O N T . . . )   

4. CAMOUFLAGING COULD BE A 

DANGEROUS TASK 

Camouflage trees' concealed an obser-

vation post from which troops could watch 

enemy movements without being seen. The 

trees were replicas of battle-damaged trees in 

no-man's land. They were made behind the 

lines using sketches drawn by a camouflage 

artist on the battlefield. A camouflage team 

would then cut down the real tree at night 

and replace it with the replica. They were 

often situated in flat, exposed areas in no-

man's land, where there were no natural sur-

veillance points and the need for observation 

posts was greatest. Producing the sketches 

and positioning the camouflage trees were 

both highly dangerous tasks.  

Example of a clay mock-up of a horse carcass made by camoufleurs at Camp 

Taylor, Kentucky (c. 1918)  

A model of a sectioned camouflaged tree observation post with artillery  

observers. 

An estimated eight million horses per-

ished during WWI and battlefields were lit-

tered with their corpses. Both sides created 

fake horse carcasses of papier-mâché and 

other materials that blended in well with the 

landscape and were intended to be used as 

hiding places for scouts and snipers. 

Although not fully documented, New 

Hampshire artist Harry Thrasher is credited 

with devising an artificial horse carcass to be 

placed next to a ruined weapons caisson. A 

soldier could easily hide inside the hollow 

horse unseen by the enemy. 

Much like the camouflage trees, the fake 

carcasses were swapped with real ones on 

the battlefield under cover of night at great 

peril to the soldiers performing the task. 

Drawing with collaged photograph from a soldier’s notebook showing 

details of a tree that would later serve as the model for a camouflage 

observation post. The arrowed E indates the enemy’s view of the tree. 

lastcavalry.com
http://www.ferminiatures.com/
http://www.heroesvillainsminiatures.com/


25 

THE DISPATCH—OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL MODEL SOLDIER SOCIETY 

November  2018,  Volume 57,  Issue 11  

CA M OU F L AG E  I N  T H E  F I R S T  W O R L D  W A R  ( C O N T . . . )  

5. A NEW CAMOUFLAGE TECH-

NIQUE WAS DEVELOPED FOR 

BRITAIN’S SHIPS 
'Dazzle' is the name for the distinc-

tive patterns painted on ships during the 

First World War. The concept was invent-

ed in 1917 by Norman Wilkinson, a Brit-

ish marine artist and naval officer, in an 

effort to reduce the number of British 

merchant ships lost to German subma-

rines. Wilkinson knew that objects as 

large as ships could not be concealed 

and instead sought to use bold shapes 

and lines as well as contrasting colours 

to distort a ship's physical form. This 

made it difficult for submarine com-

manders to assess a ship's size, shape, 

course and range. 

The British formed a Dazzle Section 

under Wilkinson and began dazzle-

painting ships in the summer of 1917. 

Shipping losses declined after Dazzle 

was introduced, but this was largely due 

to the introduction of the convoy system. 

However, Dazzle did boost morale and by 

mid-June 1918 it had been applied to 

over 2,300 British warships and mer-

chant vessels.  

The British Kil class patrol gunboat HMS Kildangan (1918) in Dazzle camouflage 

New from the United States Postal Service 

The World War I: Turning the Tide Stamp 
 
This 2018 issuance honors the millions of Americans, both at home and 

abroad who participated in World War I, the seminal conflict of the twentieth 

century. The United States, despite remaining neutral until 1917 and not en-

gaging in major combat until 1918, helped end the four-year global conflict 

(1914-1918) and emerged from it as a major world power. 

The stamp art features a close-up of a member of the American Expedition-

ary Force holding the U.S. flag. Barbed wire can be seen in the background, as 

well as an airplane in flight and smoke rising up from the battlefield. 

The American Expeditionary Force, which ultimately grew to nearly five 

million troops, did not see major action until the spring of 1918. Then in six 

months of intense combat, some 53,000 Americans died on the battlefield, and 

American troops played an indispensable role in turning the tide of war in favor 

of the Allies. 

Mark Stutzman painted the artwork in airbrush on illustration board, a 

technique that evokes the propaganda posters used during World War I. Art 

director Greg Breeding designed the issuance.  

 

The World War I: Turning the Tide stamp is being issued as a Forever 

stamp. 
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MMSI CHICAGO  SHOW  2018 
(photos by David and Darci Hoffman)   

This October Darci and I had the op-

portunity to attend the 44th Annual Chica-

go show put on by the Military Miniature 

Society of Illinois. Always one of the prem-

ier figure shows in the United States, ri-

valled only by the MFCA Show in Pennsyl-

vania in longevity and quality of the exhib-

its, it is always an inspiration to see the 

great work presented along with socializ-

ing with old friends and fellow modelers.  

It had been quite a few years since I had 

last attended the show, and was gratified 

to see that the show is still going strong, 

with the tables filled with many entries 

from the United States and a strong Euro-

pean contingent as well. The vendor area 

was also full of figure kits, hobby related 

products, militaria and books. 

Held over two days, the venue most 

recently has been at the Marriot Schaum-

burg, located a little northwest of down-

town Chicago.  Their always “well-stocked” 

hospitality suite is always a great oppor-

tunity to converse with the participants 

and discuss the latest goings on in the 

hobby. 

As usual, the open system of judging 

was used, which as it exists today in the 

U.S., had essentially originated here under 

the guidance of the late Shepard Paine.  

Sadly, I really missed his open house that 

was always a must see destination when I 

attended in the past. His extensive collec-

tion of militaria and uniforms was a must 

see! 

Highlights of the show included the 

spectacular Best of Show display of mostly 

Native American subjects by Riccardo 

Ruberti, along with many other beautifully 

rendered exhibits by some of the best in 

the hobby. The following is some photos 

we took of some our favorites. Many more 

can be found on Facebook and the MMSI 

webpage. —DH 
Ricardo Ruberti’s Best of Show Display (MMSI Photo) 

http://www.military-miniature-society-of-illinois.com/
http://www.military-miniature-society-of-illinois.com/
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MMSI CHICAGO  SHOW  2018 ( C O N T I N U E D )  
(photos by David and Darci Hoffman)   
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MMSI CHICAGO  SHOW  2018 
(photos by David and Darci Hoffman)   
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BAC K  PAGE  Club website: 

ncmssclub.org 
2018 NCMSS Officers 

 
Commanding Officer  Burt Thompson   907-957-0607 

thompsonnu84@gmail.com 
Executive Officer  Joe Bles   301-490-6769 
gyrinejoe@aol.com  

Adjutant   Tim Stormer   703-560-8904 

adjutanttim@gmail.com       (acting until Volunteer appears) 

Paymaster   Darci Hoffman   240-912-6499 

dkdickens-h@comcast.net  
Show Chairman  Burt Thompson   907-957-0607  

Thompsonnu84@gmail.com    

Vendor Chairman          Grant Berry   301-829-6110 
Granthberry@aol.com  

Webmaster   Mike Fleckenstein 540-498-0162 

modlrfleck@yahoo.com   
Dispatch Editor  David Hoffman    240-912-6499 

bpchasseur@comcast.net   

Club Facebook: 

NCMSS  

Advertising Policy 

 
The Dispatch does not accept paid 

advertising; but will accept, without 

obligation and on a “first come-first 

served” + space available contingency, 

business cards or ads for miniature, toy 

soldier, plastic model and similar shows 

submitted by NCMSS members of other 

clubs, associations, or businesses that 

the NCMSS has an association with.  

 

Ads for shows must be submitted by 

the 15th of the month for a show sched-

uled for the following month.   Business 

cards may be submitted for continuous 

running, subject to space availability.  

Members may also submit sale/want 

ads as desired.  Ads or business cards 

in compliance with this policy and 

printed in The Dispatch do not repre-

sent an official endorsement by the 

NCMSS.; nor does NCMSS endorse 

specific shows or vendors.  
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https://www.ncmssclub.org/
mailto:thompsonnu84@gmail.com
mailto:gyrinejoe@aol.com
mailto:adjutanttim@gmail.com
mailto:dkdickens-h@comcast.net
mailto:Thompsonnu84@gmail.com
mailto:Granthberry@aol.com
mailto:modlrfleck@yahoo.com
mailto:bpchasseur@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/NCMSS-National-Capitol-Model-Soldier-Society-1560549537336018/
http://www.pegasomodels.com/
http://www.pegasomodels.com/
https://www.ebay.com/str/valentinasminiatures

